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Our own distresses, beloved brethren, 
have prevented us for a season from 
attending to your inquiries, and to an 
horrible and wicked schism which hath 
taken place among you, unworthy of 
the elect of God. ‘This flame appears 
to have been kindied by a few rash and 
presumptuous men, who have brought 
a great scandal upon your Church, and 
caused the venerable name, to which 
you had attained among Christians, to 
be much traduced. [Tor who ever con- 
yersed with you or had apy intercourse 
anong you, without admiring your 
faith which was productive of every 
other grace, your simplicity, piety, hos- 
pitaiity, knowledge, and impartial up- 
iightness ? Walking in the command- 
ments of God, subject and submissive 
to your ¢¢ rulers,”* and giving due 
honour to the Presbyters, ye taught the 
young moderation and reverence to 
their superiors ; ye required of women 
to walk in all holy and chaste conversa- 
tion, to love their husbands in all dutiful 
subjection, to attend to their domestic 
concerns in all gravity, and to be mo- 
dest in their whole conversation; for 
then ye were all humble-minded, more 
disposed to obey than govern, to give 
than to receive, contented with the gifts 
of God,t diligently hearkening to his 
word, and having his sufferings conti- 
nually before your cyes: thus a blessed 
peace was multiplied upon you, an insa- 
tiable desire of well-doinge was excited, 
aud an abundant measure of the Holy 
Ghost was peured out upon you all. 
Day and night was your solicitude 
awake for the whole bro therhood, that 
through mercy and a good conscience 
the whole number of the elect might be 
saved. Seditions and schisms were an 
abomination in youreyes. Ye mourn- 
ed over the failings of your brethren, 
regarded their infirmities as your own, 
repented not of any good work, did 
every thing in the fear of God, and ma- 
nifested his commandments written 
upon the tables of your hearts. 

But worldiy prosperity and honour in- 
creased. The scripture was fulfilled, 

IIgonysevoss. 
t The literal meaning and construction of 


,the sentence is here preserved, because a 


most important conclusion may be derived 


from the expression raSvual2 te Om. 
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which saith, “ Jeshurun waxed fat and 
kicked :’? and hence came envyings, 
discord, tumults, and persecution. The 
mean rose up aguinst the honourable, 
the foolish against the wise, the young 
against the aged; now, therefore, righ- 
teousness and peace ate fled, the fear 
of God is cast away, faith is become 
blind; no one walketh any longer In 
the fear of God, or labours to conform 
himself to the example of Christ, but 
every one gives himself up to his own 
corrupuons and lusts, to pride and envy, 
by which sin entered into the world, 
Remember what is written of Cain. 
Ye perceive, brethren, that wrath and 
envy produced the slaughter of a bro- 
ther; by the same evil passions was 
Joseph brought nigh unto death, and 
reduced to slavery; by the same was 
Moses driven from the face of Pharaoh, 
and from the presence of his own peo- 
ple; by the same were Dathan and Abi- 
ram cast down quick into hell, because 
they rebelled against Moses the ser- 
vant of God. 

But not to insist on ancient exam- 
ples; it was by strife and envy} that 
the blessed Apostles were persecuted 
unto death ; that Peter, after many tri- 
als, having received the crown of mar- 
tyrdom, departed unto glory; that Paul, 
at length, received the reward of his 
patience after having been seven times 
in chains, been beaten and stoned, af- 
ter having taught the world righteous- 
ness from the east to the extremity of 
the west. 

To these are to be added a great 
multitude of the elect, who having 
lived the life of faith, and alter having 
endured many insults, and undergone 
many torments through envy, have 
been brought to exhibit a glorious exX- 
ample in their deaths, 

These things, brethren, we write not 
only for your admonition but our own, 
knowing that we ourselves are now, 
running the same race, and engaged in 
the sume conflict. Let us, therefore, 


t Does not the general tenor of the argu. 
ment seem to imply a fact which has bec re- 
corded by no historian, that the sufferings and 
deaths of the two apostles were, in pant at 
least, occasioned by divisions in the Church, 
and that probably they were betrayed by false 
brethren of the adverse party ? 
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Jeave these vain and hurtful contests, 
and return to the rule of our high and 
holy calling; let us regard what is 
good and acceptable in the sight of him 
who made us: let us fix our eyes upon 
the blood of Christ, and endeavour to 
discern how precious, in the sizht of 
God, is that blood, which having been 
shed for our salvation hath purchased 
the grace of repentance for the whole 
world.* 

Let us look back upon former ages 
even to the beginning, and learn by 
many examples, that the Lord never 
denied a place for repentance to those 
who desired to be converted, and to 
return to him. Noe preached repen- 
tance, and as maby as belicved his 
words were saved, Jonah foretold the 
destruction of Nineveh, but the people 
of the city repented of their sins, ap- 
peased the wrath of God by their sup- 
plications, and, though strangers to 
him, were delivered. 

They only have Christ, who think 
humbly of themselves, not those who 
exalt themselves over his fold. Christ 
himself, the sceptre of the majesty of 
God, came not in pomp and haughti- 
ness, but was clothed with humility. 

Let us be imitators of those who 
walked in sheep skins and goat skins, 
preaching the coming of Christ ;+ we 
mean Elias, Elisha, and Ezechiel, 
whose praise is in the scriptures. 
Abraham was called the friend of 
God, yet when he regarded the divine 
slory he cried in humility—*“ Iam dust 
and ashes.” Job was called a just and 
blameless man, yet he accuseth him- 
self, saying, * No man, is free from 
pollution, though his life be but a day.” 
Moses was faithful in all his house, 
and though highly honoured of God 
magnified not himself; but when the 
voice spake unio him out of the bush, 
he sald, “ Who am I that thou sendes 
me !”? 

These examples of humility have 
been written not only for the improve- 
ment of former ages but of cur own: 


* This is literally rendered, as it conveys 


a very great truth, that repentance itself 


is only rendered available through the blood 
of Christ. 

+ This shews in what sense the first Chris- 
tians understood. Heb. xi. S7. 
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with these, therefore, before our eyes, 
let us direct all our views to that peace 
with which we set out; above all let us 
contemplate the conduct of the great 
Creator himself, his gentleness and 
long-suffering, remembering that he is 
kind, and easy to be entreated towards 
all his creatures. 

But he is also a God of order: the 
heavenly bodies at first impelled by his 
hand are subject unto him in peace: 
day and night perforns their stated re- 
voiutions without encroaching on one 
another: the earth, according to his 
will, yheids in due season an abundant 
supply of nutviment for men and beasts, 
not contending with him nor struggling 
to change the times and iaws which he 
hath appointed unto it. The ocean, 
circumscribed by his power, breaks 
not the bounds which he hath prescri- 
bed, but obeys the word of its Maker 
“ Hitherto shalt thou go and no far- 
ther.’ Spring and summer, autumn 
and winter, succeed each other in peace. 
The fountains flow uninterrupted for 
the use of man. The inferiour tribes 
of animals live in harmony with their 
own kind, fulfilling the Jaw of their 
nature. All these works of the great 
author of the universe are constituted 
in peace and harmony. 

Let them not, beloved brethren, be 
turned to our condemnation. “ The 
spirit of God is a lantern that searcheth 
the hearts.’ Let us dread, therefore, 
to revolt from his obedience. Let us 
be willing to offend foolish and vain- 
elorious men rather than God. Let us 
reverence our “rulers,” honour our 
elders (Presbyters), and discipline the 
young in the fear of God. Let us 
form our wives to that which is good ; 
to chastity, simplicity of manners, gen- 
tleness and government of the tongue, 
and let them not direct their charity 
by their inclination, but by an impartial 
regard to all who truly fear God. Let 
our children be taught in the school of 
Christ, learn what is true humility 
towards God, and what that holy and 
reyerend fear of him, which saveth all 
that walk with him ina pure heart ; 
for he is the searcher of hearts and 
guide of the counsels of men. He 


gives his hely spirit, and when he will- 


By this spirit he 


eth takes {it away. 
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speaketh unto tts. Come, my sons, 
hearken unto me, and I will teach you 
the fear of the Lord: what man is he 
that desireth life, and loveth many days 
that he may see good: keep thy tongue 
from evil and thy lips that they speak 
no guile : depart trom evil and do good: 
seek peace and pursue it: for the eyes 
of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
his ears are open to their cry ; but the 
face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil, to cut off the remembrance of 


them from the earth. 
(To be continued.) 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

SIR, 

HavinG seen in the last number of 
your publication, some remarks upon 
that passage in the book of Lxodus 
which introduces God declaring that 
he had raised up Pharaoh for an espe- 
cial purpose of his providence, I beg 
leave, in corroboration of what was 
there advanced, to point out some very 
important passages in Mr. Maurice’s 
Ancient History of Hindostan, the sub- 
stance of which I will endeavour to 
sive as briefly as I am able. 

We know that God had determined 
for wise, but to us without revelation 
scrutable, purposes, that the Israelites 
should be in a state of slavery in the 
land of Egypt; that this slavery, and 
their deliverance from it, should serve 
as a basis of a stupendous scheme of 
sublime theology, to be treasured up 


ull the time should arrive when it was 


to be unfolded in all its purity and 
splendour. To fulfil these decrees it 
was necessary that providence should 
make the proper arrangements. Now 
it ls worthy of our notice, that to the 
lative inhabitants of Egypt, both in the 


€ariy and late stages of their empire, 


shepherds, as were the Israelites, were 
tn abomination ; and that, from their 
feeding upon the very animals which 
“Syptian supersiition worshipped as 
Sods. To introduce the Israclites into 


‘the country, it seemed requisite that 


there must be a great alteration in the 
Sovernment, which we find actually to 
have taken place; for it appears, that 
When the Israelites went into Egypt, 
they found arace of kings who were 
disposed to favour them, and had them- 
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selves exercised a pastoral employ- 
ment. This revolution was produced 
by the invasion of Egypt, undertaken 
by a body of men who had emigrated 
from Hindostan, and who were deno- 
minated pallis or shepherds. ‘They 
secured possession of the country, and 
then set one of their number upon the 
throne. May we not, without the im- 
putation of superstition, conclude that 
God ordained, and brought about the 
subjugation of the native sovereigns to 
facilitate the introduction of the Is- 
raelites, and their setthement in the 
land of Goshen? We may be better in- 
clined to acknowledge this divine in- 
terposition when we read, that as soon 
as the object intended was fuily accom- 
plished, and it became necessary that 
they should remove, the shepherd kings 
themselves were expelled by a general 
insurrection of the native princes. It 
was under this new dynasty of Egyp- 
tian kings, who knew not Joseph, and 
to whom shepherds were an abomina- 
tion, that the Israelites were so grie- 
vously oppressed, from a spirit of re. 
venge and jealousy of their numbers ; 
and it was on one of the Pharaohs who 
constituted it, that God got himself 
elory by overwhelming him and his 
mighty hostin the Red Sea. 

Mr. Maurice remarks, that the exist- 
ence of this shepherd dynasty has been 
much doubted by the Jearned, as depend- 
ing only on a solitary passage in Jose- 
phus againt Apion, and that extracted 
from Manetho. But he adds, that all 
suspicion must vanish, as there has been 
discovered, in some Sanscrit book, an 
indisputable account of the conquest of 
Egypt by the pallis; and it is remarka- 
ble, that in Josephus’s account, the inva- 
ders are called men from the eastern 
regions. ‘This fact, of the restoration 
of a deposed race of monarchs to the 
throne of Egypt, will also [ think, 
help us to elucidate the meaning of 
the Hebrew word rendered by the 
translators of our Bible, “I have set 
the up,’ and in the margin, “1 have 
made thee stand,” and by the Seventy, 
“ preserved.’? Why the Apostle St. 
Paul, whom our translators have fol- 
lowed in the text, rendered the word, 
by “I have set thee up,’’ which sense, 
I confess, will not make for my hypo- 
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thesis, seems to have happened from 
the design of his argument, which was 
to point out the comprehensive plans 
of providence, and his power to put 
them into execution. But the transla- 
tions, I have made thee stand, I have 
nreserved, seem to point manifestly at 
the historical fact, of a change c? cir- 
cumstances in that race, of which this 
king, the object of the declaration, was 
one. As if God had said, for this pur- 
pose have I made thee stand, or suffer- 
ed thy family to remain without being 
extinct; and thus also, for this purpose 
have I preserved thee, or chosen thitt 
thy family should remain, &c. It may 
not be superfluous to add, that one of 
the meanings of the Hebrew is stated 
by Buxtorf to be restituit, which, in a 
peculiar manner, marks the restoration 
of some ancient race of princes to the 
throne, and, consequently, there will 
be implied, the /freservaiion of that 
family from being extinct during the 
vovernment of the invaders. 
I am, Sir, 
Your very humbie servant. 
B. 


pte 
Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


SiR 
L HAVE always felt the same surprise 
as is expressed by your correspondent, 
in page 566, respecting the word for- 
nication in Acts xw. 20. That they 
abstain from pollutions of idols, and 
from fornication, and from things stran- 
sled, and from blood.” [ have, with 
him, found myself “incompetent to 
judge, why the breach of one command- 
ment only of the moral law is interdict- 
ed in this place.’ Consulting the im- 
proved and useful cdition of the _—— 
lately published by Mr. Reeves, I find 
the following note upon this word. 
“Some conjecture that it should be 
read swine’s fles:; this seems better 
suited to the context, and the two 
Crreck words very much resemble. 
The question vas of the ceremonial, 
not the moral law.” He seems, there- 


iore, to suppose, that coeveses should be 
read yess; this conjecture appears 


to me much more reasonable than the 
present reading, and I shall always con- 
sider it as the true meaning of the pas- 
sage, which evidently relates to the ob- 
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servance of the ceremonial law, and 
not to the moral law of fornication, 
about which there could be no differ. 
ence of opinion among the Apostles, 
Yours, &c. 
BIBLICUS. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

SIR, 
AecoRDING to my promise I send you 
some farther insiances of self-deception 
in continuation of my former Letier, 
(See No. 10, p. 638.) 

8thly. We often deceive ourselves by 
comparing our actual with cur former 
character and conduct, and, perhaps, 
too easily ascribing to the extirpation 
of vicious or the in/plantation of viriu- 
ous habits, that appkrent Improvement 
which is owing merely to tie lapse of 
time, to our advancing age, to our alter- 
ed circumstances, to our sense of what 
is due to public opinion, or to our de- 
sire of worldly estimation, which no 
longer allows to maturer age those fol- 
lies and vices of which the ivose moral- 
ity current in the worid leaves the flush 
of youth in undisturbed possession. 

Ythly. Another general and feriile 
source of self-deception, of a nature 
not dissimilar to the last, is our readi- 
ness to excuse, or at least extenuate, 
the vices of our particular station, or 
profession, or situation, or circum 
stances, while we congratulate our- 
selves on the absence of our vices, 
which we are under no temptation to 
commit. Itis a delusion much of the 
same nature, to feel and exaggerate the 
amount of the difficuities and tempta- 
tions to which we are actually lavle, 
and thence to excuse our slow and 
small progress in the christian road; 
“but if we were in such or such other 
‘situations, how resolutely would we 
advance in the path of duty: our natu- 
ral temper renders it particularly diff- 
“cult for us, circumstanced as we afé; 
“to stand our ground ; but were we 10 
“ almost any other situation, we should 
“notexhibit such melancholy marks of 
‘weakness.’ Thus we hide from our- 


selves the wholesome humiliation o! 


real defeats, in the fallacious compla- 
cency of imaginary victories. The 
man of action excuses, to himself that 
worldly mindedness which he canno! 
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deny. But he is not slothful in busi- 
ness: he does not hide his talent in a 
papkin. Avarice again is a passion of 
sober and domestic habits: its votary 
muy felicitate himself on his freedom 
from the licentiousness of a dissipated 
age. And does not many an one de- 
rive a secret self-complacency from 
having quitted the haunts of gayety, the 
public places and amusements of fash- 
jonable lile;—-while censoriousness, 
while spiritual pride, while anger, while 
indolence, too fatally betray the impor- 
tant truth, that every situation has its 
own appropriate temptations and den- 
gers, und that it Is by our conquest over 
these, over “the sin that most easily 
besets us,’’ that our religious proficien- 
cy may best be measured. 
lOthly. A still more deep and subtle 
fraud, often, it is to be feared, maintains 
alasting Influence. We are seduced 
into vice. We ure filled with remorse. 
We renew our applications for pardon- 
ing mercy. Tie balm of Scripture 
promises is poured into our wounds. 
We gradually obtain comfort. All this 
isas it should be, if the result be a 
growling power to resist the force of 
temptation and quell the risings of ap- 
petite; if opposite habits by degrees 
are formed, and if, in the language of 
Scripture, the fruits of the spirit ap- 
pear instead of the lusts of the flesh. 
But are there not many who carry on 
an habitual practice of sinning and re- 
penting, who confound their constant 
subjection to some besetting sin, which 
is victorious as often as it renews its 
attacks, with those occasional falls 
which may, perhaps, occur in the walk 
of even the real Christian, filling his 
heart with sorrow and his eyes with 
tears, while they urge him to more 
diligent watchfulness and more steady 
self-denial? I would not grieve the 
heart or damp the spirits of any real, 
though weak, follower of that meek 
and lowly master whose very character 
it is not to break even the bruised reed; 
but let every Christian watch himself 
With special care on the point we have 
how before us. It is, in truth, the very 
turning point on which rests all the va- 
lidity of his claim to the elevated cha- 
racter of a real believer. An entire 


Victory over the power of sin is not 


Christ. Obsery. No. 11. 
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granted to the Christian in this proba- 
tionary state. So long as he remains 
in the body, he is beset by enemies 
without and within. His vigilance 
must continue, for his warfare 1s not at 
an end. But amid all his fears and 
sorrows, the real Christian feels his 
graces strengthening, and bis lusts be- 
coming weaker. While a batred of 
sin and a love of holiness attest the re- 
newed nature he has received, that 
love of God, which the divine spirit has 
shed abroad in his heart, renders it 
more and more his meat and drink to 
do the will of his heavenly fatber; and 
while he gratefully, but humbly, expe- 
riences a growing conformity to the 
imave of his Divine Saviour, that peace 
of God which passeth all understand- 
ing, and that hope which is full of im- 
mortality, are a blessed earnest of the 
fulness of joy which awaits him, when, 
his victory being completely and for 
ever established over sin and Satan, the 
armour of the militant shall be ex- 
changed for the crown of the trium- 
phant Christian, and he shall be admit- 
ted to the enjoyment of those pleasures 
which are at God’s right hand for ever 
more. 
lithly. A long catalogue of frauds 
might be specified, which we render 
others the instruments of practising on 
ourselves. We are apt to compare 
ourselves with our neighbours, and to 
indulge satisfaction and encouragement 
from the compurison, not taking Into 
the account, perhaps, that they have 
never had the advantages we have en- 
joyed, while they have been exposed to 
far greater temptations ; and that what 
is with them only accidental and occa- 
sional, is in us a growing or an esta- 
blished habit of vice. Again, we see 
the vice into which they have been be- 
trayed; but we see not their habitual 
contest against some constitutional In. 
firmity, their sincere contrition, their 
gradual improvement, their final victo- 
ry. How clearly does our blessed Sa- 
viour’s command not to judge our 
neighbour, forbid these comparisons ; 
and how plainly are we warned, that we 
shall be apt to overlook the beam in 
our own eye, while the mote in that of 
our brother is seen with such acuteness 
of discernment and such fulness of 
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dimensions. We render others again 
the innocent instruments of. deceiving 
ourselves, when we accept their flatter- 
ing testimony against our own know- 
ledge, and suffer ourselves to derive 
complacency from that approbation and 
applause of our principles and conduct, 
which we know to be founded on false 
facts and inistaken suppositions, or 
which we are conscious would be chang- 
ed into disapprobation and censure, if 
our judges were aware of the true 
aifections of our hearts and the real 
springs of our actions. How gross is 
ihis delusion ! yet who is there that has 
pot recognised it in himself. How 
open must we be to the frauds of self- 
deception, when we thus become the 
willing dupes of a known imposture, 
and suffer our feelings to be gratified 
by commendations, which, at the very 
moment we «ure receiving them, we 
see and feel to be unjustly bestowed ? 
12thly. Long would be the catalogue, 
if were to endeavour to enumerate 
all those various frauds which may be 
assigned to the second of the two great 
classes into which the deceits of the 
human heart may, perhaps, not impro- 
petly be distributed. I mean those de- 
ceits which our hearts impose on us in 
making us promises which are not 
kept, and contracting engagements 
which are never performed. I feel 


myself trespassing on the patience of 


your readers, and shall merely point 
out their general character and pro- 
perties. 

They render us the slaves of pro- 
crastination. They lead us to over- 
rate our moral powers. ‘They flatter 
us with a persuasion, that we can at any 
tume break our chains. What though 
from indolence, from indecision, from 
procrastination, from irresolution, we 
have hitherto forborne to exert our. 
selves, yet it shall not be so always; we 
will soon shake off our sloth; we will 
resoluiely commence and vigorously 
prosecute the contest. The divine 
strength is promised to our prayer, and 
we may justly assure to ourselves the 
victory. Meanwhile year after year 
steals away. Evil habits are strength- 
ened. Our moral sensibility is impair- 
ed. The awful warnings of religion 
are heard with less and less emotion. 


“ The spirit of God will not always 
strive with man :” at last perhaps He 
withdraws his quickening influence. 
Even at the eleventh hour the divine 
power may still move the obdurate sip. 
ner, but too often he chides his impo. 
tent delay more and more faintly: he 
“resolves and re-resolves, yet dies the 
same.’? Of these, and all other modes 
of human deceitfulness, self-love is the 
fertile parent, and pride the nurse 
which fosters and cherishes them. But 
I must reserve for a future communica. 
tion afew of those practical reflections 
which the preceding statement may 
properly suggest; meanwhile let me 
close my present letter, by remarking, 
how justly does the wise man's counsel 
lead us to watch against our own de- 
ceitfulness with jealousy. How truly 
does he warn us, “ He that trusteth his 
own heart is a fool.”’ 
I am, Sir, 
Your faithful servant, 
SCRUTATOR, 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

SIR, 
Tur Querics subscribed C, C. in the 
Ninth Number of the Christian Obser- 
ver (page 577) relate to a subject of the 
greatest importance; and I hope will 
receive a full and satisfactory answer 
from some of your correspondents ; in 
the mean while the following thoughts 
are at your service, if you deem them 
worthy of insertion. 

Q. 1. “Are not justification, absolu- 
tion from guilt, forgiveness of sins, and 
being accounted righteous, synonymous 
terms for the same blessing ? 

It appears to me unscriptural to con- 
sider justification as synonymous with 
absolution from guilt, Kc. These are 
two distinct benefits, precisely answer: 
able to the pardon granted a criminal, 
and an estate bestowed on him at the 
same time: but as they always, in the 
gracious dispensations of God to his 
people accompany each other, this dis- 
tinction is not exactly marked in the 
language of scripture, except when the 
argament requires it. 


When St. Paul refers to the words ol 


David, ** Blessed is the man to whom 


the Lord imputeth not iniquity,” as 
proving his doctrine, that “ God impu: 
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‘eth righteousness without works ;”’ his 
whole argument leads us to this inter- 
pretation, that David’s words, rightly 
understood, denote more than they ex- 
press, and not that the Apostle only 
vave David’s meaning In other lan- 
lage, and in language suited to ob- 
scure the sense, if nothing further than 
yardon was intended, “ The blessed- 
ness of the man, to whom Ged imput- 
eth not iniquity,’ is secured by this, 
that to him he likewise imputeth 
righteousness without works”? ‘This 
David intimated, and this the Apostle 
establishes. 

Pardon of sin exempts a man from 
al] punishment for past transgressions, 
(for the sufferings of believers are the 
chastisements of a father for their good, 
and not punishments in the strict sense 
of the word;) but it gives him no title 
tothe reward of righteousness. Ifywhen 
the believing penitent receives absolu- 
tion from guilt, the depravity of his na- 
ture were also destroyed and the divine 
image entirely restored, and if the world 
were DO more ensnaring than it was be- 
fore the entrance of sin, he might be 
nearly in as favourable a situation, in 
respect of justification, as our first pa- 
rents were immediately after they were 
created. He would be innoc nt but not 
righteous; deserving neither punishment 
nor reward; and therctore to be conti- 
nued in a state of probation for an ap- 
sointed season, at the close of which he 
would either be justified or condemned, 


according as be had, or had not, kept 


his Maker’s law perfectly in all its ex- 
tensive requirements. ‘hus the con- 
founding of the distinct blessings of 
pardon and justification with each other, 
necessarily introduces the doctrine of 
Justification by works, yea, by the merit of 
works: and, as no man, in the present 
lapsed state of human nature, can be 
willing to have his eternal happiness or 
misery suspended, on the condition of 
his future perfect obedience to the 
divine law; this first made way for the 
scholastic distinction between the merit 
of condignity and the merit of congruity, 
Which the Papists have so much insist- 
ed op, but which all the reformed 
churches have strenuously protested 
iwainst. 

Nor is this all; for we may trace the 
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unscriptural sentiment of anew and mi- 
tigated law by our sincere obedience to 
which we are to be justified through 
the merits of Christ, to the same 
source; a sentiment which at once 
makes void both the law and the gos- 
pel, by exceedingly lowering the scrip- 
tural standard of obedience, and alter- 
ing the scriptural way of acceptance. 
On these accounts, we must continue 
strenuously to insist on the distinction 
between pardon and the “ wift of righ- 
teousness by faith,’? even “the righ- 
teousness of God, which is ufon and 
unto all that believe,” if we would main- 
tain uncorrupted the doctrine of scrip- 
ture, and of our established church. 

When the believer is not only ab- 
solved from guilt, but “made the righ- 
teousness of Godin Christ” “the Lonp 
our righteousness,” there is no con- 
demnation for him; but he is by grace 
entitled to the reward of righteousness ; 
and his subsequent good works, the 
fruits of the spirit of Christ, are not in- 
tended to constitute, even in part, his 
tile to the heavenly inheritance: but 
they evidence that his faith is living 
and his love sincere; they adorn the 
gospel, glorify God, and prove useful 
to mankind. The believer is then no 
longer “under the law,” (as to justifi- 
cation,) * but under grace.” ‘The stan- 
dard of duty, however, remains the 
Same; but that which is good in his 
services is grae¢iously accepted, while 
the detects and evils attending them, as 
well as his other failures, are mercifully 
pardoned for Christ’s sake. ‘ Albeit 
that good works which are the fruits of 
faith, and follow after justification, can- 
not put away our sins and endure the 
severity of God’s judgment; yet are 
they pleasing and acceptable to God in 
Christ, and do spring out necessarily of 
a true and lively faith; insomuch that 
by them a lively faith may be as evi- 
dently known, as a tree discerned by its 
fruits.’ Art. xii. 

2. * Does not this justification attach 
solely to true conversion?” 

Is it not manifest, that the venerable 
martyrs and confessors who framed our 
articles, compiled our liturgy, and in- 
deed founded our church, considered 
justification, not “as attaching solely to 
true conversion,” (a very ambiruous 
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expression, which inay be true or false 
according as it is interpreted,) but as 
by faith alone? “We are accounted 
righteous before God, only for the me- 
rit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
by faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings. Wherefore, that we are 
justified by faith oniy, is a most whole- 
some doctrine, and very full of comfort, 
as more largely expressed in the Ho- 
mily of Jusufication.”? Art. xi. 

* Does not ¢rue conversion include 
in its essence, faith, repentance, su- 
preme regard to God, and therein a 
disposition of heart to every good word 
and work ?” 

Is it not equally clear, that the scrip- 
tures connect justification with faith, 
not only more frequently than they even 
seem to do with any other Christian 
grace, but in quite another manner ? 
Conversion, in the days of the Apostles, 
was so striking a change, that if your 
Querist’s expression would have con 
veyed clearly their ideas, they would, 
on some occasions at least, have adopted 
it: yet we never read of being justified 
by true conversion. * But,” say some, 
“revolving ages, have changed almost 
every thing, and, among the rest, men’s 
way of expressing themselves.’ Let 
it however be remembered, that Chris- 
tianity introduced so many new ideas 
into the world, at least among the Gen- 
tiles, that the Apostles were under the 
necessity of using many words in al- 


most an entirely new sense, and even of 


naturalizing terms or modes of expres- 
sion from the Hebrew, in order to con- 
vey their meaning ; now if they did this 
by divine inspiration, who shall pre- 
sume, without inspiration, to modernize 
their language, according to the rea- 
sonings or taste of men, now called 
Christians ? 

4, % Why continually recur tothe am- 
biguous phrase of being justified by 
faith only, which may be well meant and 
ill understood, since no true convert is 
possessed of faith only, and none dut a 
true convert is justifies 2” 

St. Paul does not, it is allowed, use 
the word only or alone, when treating 
on the subject of justification: but he 
always ascribes it to faith, and never to 
repentance, love, &c. ; and he carefully 
excludes every thing which at that time 


he supposed any one would be tempteq 
to join with it. It is not indeed Worth 
while to contend about a word, without 
which the Apostle maintained his doc. 
trine: yet, clrcumstanced as our refor. 
mers were, (and perheps the present 
defenders of their doctrine may add, 
circumstanced as we are) the use of it 
formed the most compendious and ex. 
plicit way of distinguishing between 
their doctrine and that of their oppo. 
nents: and, P cannot but think they acted 
wisely, in adding the word only, not to 
prove their doctrine, but to shew their 
precise meaning. 

But neitier the Apostle, nor our re- 
formers, intended to say, that faith sub- 
sists alone, in any justified person; for 
such a solitary faith is dead, and cannot 
justify. As, however, in a living man, 
there are many members, senses, and 
faculties, and each has its proper func- 
tion, which none of the rest can per. 
form; so, in the true Christian, there 
are many co-existent graces, but each 
has its proper office, to which ali others 
are cntirely unsuited. Love is greater 
than either faith or hope, being the im. 
age of God, the essence of holiness, and 
eternal in its duration; yet it cannot 
justify a sinner. Now the reason of 
this is very plain and simple. * There- 
fore it is of faith, that it might be by 
grace.’ The free mercy of God, con- 
trary to our deservings, is the source 
of our justification. Weare justified 
frecly by his grace.” The righteous- 
ness and atonement of Emmanuel are 
the meritorious cause of our justifica- 
tion. “Weare made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.”?  “ For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.”? This gift of God is reported 
and proposed in the Gospel; now, 
faith «lone can receive the report, cre- 
dit the testimony, apply for the gilt, 
place confidence in the faithfulness of 
God the giver, and renouncing all self- 
dependence, entrust the soul and its 
eternal interests, into the hands of 
Christ. And as this is the case, we are 
justified by faith, and not by any other 
Christian grace, or all others compen: 
diously considered. 

I would just observe, that if St. Paul 
had admitted of the way of settling this 
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most important controversy for the sake 
of peace, which many now adopt, and 
which your querist seems rather to ap- 
proves it would have been unnecessary 
for him to argue the point so largely 
aud earnestly, as he does in his Epis- 
‘les, to the Romans and the Galatians. 
What, on this ground, could he mean 
by the vehement language, in the open- 
ing of the latter Epistle, which he 
mppeerny uses? what, by the strong 
assertion In the beginning of the fifth 
chapter ? ? Circumcision, and observing 
the legal ceremonies, if considered us 
matters of expediency, excluded no 
man from the grace of the Gospel; but 
when any one joined them with faith, 
and depended on them in any degree 
for justification, he virtually renounced 
the covenant of grace, and became a 
debtor to do the whole law. I would 
also ask your querist, if be still hesitate, 
what was the precise point at issue be- 
tween the Retormers and the Church 
of Rome, on justification, but that which 
constitutes the subject of his inquiry! 
J shall conclude with a passage from 
the judicious Hooker, the most conced- 
ing of those who opposed the Papists 
in the age in which he lived, as con- 
tuning in itself a short but striking 
statement of this controverted subject. 
“Ttis a childish cavil wherewith, in the 
matter of justification, our adversaries 
io so greatly please themselves, ex- 
claiming that we tread all Christian vir- 
tues under our feet, and require no- 
thine of Christians but faith; because 
we teach that faith alone justifieth. 
Whereas by this speech we never 
meunt to exclude either hope or chari- 
ty from being always joined as insepa- 
rable mates with faith in the man that 
is justified, or works from being added 
as necessary duties required at the 
hands of every justified person: but to 
Show that faith is the only hand that 
putteth on Christ unto justification ; 
and Christ the only garment which, be- 
ing so put on, covereth the shame of 
our defiled natures, hideth the imper- 
fections of our works, preserveth us 
blameless in the sight of God; before 
whom, otherwise, the weakness of our 
faith alone were cause sufficient to 
make us culpable, yea, to shut us out 
%f the kingdom of heaven, where no- 
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thing that is not absolute can enter.”— 
Hooker, Lotta Edition, 1682, fr. 508, 509, 
T. S. 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 

SIR, 

Ir is not without satisfaction that I ob- 
serve the anxiety expressed by “A 
Candidate for Holy Orders,’ in the 
Ninth Number of your Magazine, (p. 
577 ) to satisfy his conscience upon the 
subject of the awfully important ques- 
tions proposed by the Bishop to the 
Deacons, in the service appointed by 
our Church for their ordination. | 
sincerely wish that the sume solicitude 
was more frequently felt and deciared 
by those who are designed for the mi- 
nistry of the Gospel: many a melan- 
choly thought will force itself on the 
mind of every well-wisher to the 
Church of England, when he observes 
how many young men obtrude them- 
selves on this sacred function, without 
evidencing any thing of that conscien- 
tious discretion which appears to actu- 
ate your correspondent. If the foliow- 
ing remarks on the subject of his query 
should prove of any utility eituer to 
him, or any other of your readers, I 
shall be repaid for this trifling contri- 
bution to a Miscellany, which, I am 
happy to find, is daily rising in the esti- 
mation of the religious members of the 
Church of England, and which is likely 
to ufford most important services to the 
cuuse of orthodox piety, and the esta- 
blished Church. 

Your correspondentis probably aware, 
that in declartng our belief in “the Ho- 
ly Catholic Church,” we, in common, 
with the soundest theologians of every 
age, consider the Church in a two-fold 
point of view, which perbaps cannot be 
better expressed than in the clear and 
comprehensive language of Lord Ba- 
con, in his well known confession of 
Faith: 

“1 believe,’ says that eminently 
Christian philosopher, “ that there is an 
universal or Catholic church of God, 
dispersed over the face of the earth, 


which is Christ’s spouse and Christ’s 
body; being gathered of the fathers of 
the old world, of the church of the Jews, 
of the spirit of the faithful dissolved, 
and the spirits of the faithful militant, 
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and of the names yet to be born, which 
are already written in the book of life. 
That there is a/so a visible church, dis- 
tinguished by the outward works of 
God’s covenant, and the receiving of 
the holy doctrine, with the use of the 
mysteries of God, and the invocation 
and sanctification of his holy name. 
That there is a/so an holy succession in 
the prophets of the New Testament 
and fathers of the Church, from the 
time of the Aposdes and disciples 
which saw our Saviour in the flesh unto 
the consummation of the work of the 
ministry; which persons are cadled 
from God by gift or inward anoiniing ; 
and the vocation of God followed by an 
outward calling and ordination of the 
Church.” 

It muy be also useful to direct your 
correspondent’s attention to that parti- 
cular office of the Holy Ghost, so inti- 
mately connected with and essential to 
the welfare of that Church, to which 
he is “the Lord and Giver of Life,’ I 
mean, as the excellent Bishop Pearson 
expresses it, * The office of sanctifying 
and setting apart persons for the duty 
of the ministry, ordaining them to in- 
tercede between God and his people, to 
send up prayers to God for them, to 
bless them In the name of God, toteach 
the doctrine of the Gospel, to adminis- 
ter the sacraments instituted by Christ, 
to perform all things necessary for the 


periecting of the saints, for the work of 


the ministry, fer the edifying of the 
body of Christ. The same Spirit which 
illuminated the Apostics, and endued 
them with power trom aboye to per- 
form personally their apostolical func- 
tions, fitted them also for the ordina- 
tion of others, and the committing of a 
standing power to a successive minis- 
try unto the end of the world; who are 
thereby obliged to take heed unto them- 
selves, and to all the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made them over- 
seers to feed the Church of God.’”— 
Lach. of the Creed, fr. 330. 

In conformity to these principles, the 
Church of England having required the 
Bisiop to be thoroughly satisfied, both 
by public inquiry and private investiga- 
lion, as to the religious and moral cha- 
racter, as well as the literary and scrip- 
tural attainments of the candidate for 
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holy orders, puts the following ques- 
tions, with the view of discovering, as 
far as may be done, the real state of his 
heart on this momentous point. 

* B. Do you trust that you are ip. 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost, ty 
take upon you this office and ministra- 
tion, to serve God for the promoting 
of his elory and the edifying of his 
people? 

“4. [trust so. 

“ B, Do you think that you are truly 
called according to the will of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the due order of this 
realm, to the ministry of the Church ? 

“© 4, 1 think so.”’ 

These questions comprehend both 
the inward and outward call to the 
holy ministry; and it is not possible to 
read them, without being 
say, in the words of good old Latimer, 
“ Therefore I would wish of God, that 
all they that should choose holy officers, 
would give themselves most earnestly 
to prayer; desiring of God that they 
may choose such men as may do good 
amongst the flock of God. And so 
likewise clereymen, they must not run 
themselves, they must tarry till they be 
called; they must not flatter for bene- 
fices; and therefore, the king and his 
most honourable council must take 
heed, and not set up those which call 
themselves; for, no doubt, they that call 
themselves intend not to do ood, nor 
to profit the people, but they only seek 
to feed themselves, and to fill their col- 
fers; and so likewise al! patrons that 
have benefices to give, they should take 
heed and beware of such men which 
seek for benefices, and come before 
they be cailed; for such intend not to 
feed the people with the wholesome 
doctrine ot the Word of God; butra- 
ther they seek to be fed of the peopie, 
to have their ease, for that they look for; 
if they were minded to do goed unto 
the people of God, they would tarry 
till God did call them; and then, when 
they be called, would do their duties; 
but to run without the callings of God, 
isa manifest token that they have ano- 
ther end, and that they are worldly 
minded ; and therefore God complain- 
eth by the Prophet, saying, ‘ There 
were many that ran before I sent them 
Which were not sent by me.’ ” 
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In considering the first of those ques- 
‘ions Which your Correspondent has not 
expressly quoted, but which is essential 
4s a foundation to the other, it is neces- 
sary to steer a mean between the dan- 
serous presumption of enthusiastic ima- 
einations on the one hand, and the 
jpigid explanations of mere moralists 
on the other. To avoid the former evil, 
we must not-look upon the being in- 
wardly moved by the Holy Ghost, as 
alluding to any special, personal, mira- 


} culous revelation from God to the indi- 


vidual: such calls were nearly confined 
to the apostolical times, nor have we any 
rood reason to conclude, that any such 
have been vouchsafed since the primi- 
tive establishment of the Church of 
Christ. False pretenses to such a mira- 
culous kind of calling have, in various 
aves, given birth to monstrous impie- 
ties and fanatica] impositions. But, on 
the other hand, we must beware how 
we admit the cold and unscriptural ex- 
positions of the doctrine of divine influ- 
ences, by which modern rationalists are 
striving to rob us of that inward conso- 
lation, yoy, and peace, which no other 
system ever did or can supply. Now 
the operations of the Spirit of God are 
to be known by the existence of the 
iruits of that spirit. Those which are 
common to every real believer, are well 
known to the scriptural reader: but in 
wddition to that “love, joy, peace, long- 
sullering, gentleness, goodness, faith,” 
and all that lovely train of graces which 
the Apostle describes as inhabiting the 
heart of every true Christian, the Holy 
Spirit excites, in particular persons, an 
auMxlety to separate themselves from 
the works and callings of the world, and 
‘o dedicate their talents, labours, and 
lives, to the express glory of God and 
‘he edifying of his people in the dis- 
tharee of the ministerial duties. Such 
persons fecla peculiar zeal for the good 
of the Church of Christ, and the welfare 
souls, It is their hearts desire and 
Prayer to God, that Israel may be 
‘wed; they feel truly thankful to the 
Lord for any gifts and graces more es- 
pecially adapted to the exercise of the 
Pastoral vocation, with which, in his dis- 
inguishing goodness he may have en- 
lowed them; and are very solicitous in 
‘umble and cheerful dependence on 
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divine aid, to consecrate them all to the 
service of the sanctuary. Convinced 
by their own experience of the neces- 
sity of fleeing from the wrath to come, 
and of the biessedness which is the por- 
tion of those only who seek the Lord 
and walk in his love and fear, they car- 
nestly desire to unfold and explain the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven to 
those who yet remain in ignorance of 
the things which belong to their ever- 
lasting peace. To comtort the afflicted, 
instruct the unenlightened, support the 
weak, encourage the strong, and bring 
the knowledge of saivation to such as 
are immersed in iniquliy, darkness, and 
error, are the grand objects which oc- 
cupy the attention and desires of such 
candidates fur the holy office. They 
seck to serve before the altar, because 
their hearts are warmed by those hal- 
lowed fires of piety and zeal, which un- 
ceasingly burn In the presence of that 
God whose ministers they aspire to be- 
come. They are furnished by the same 
good spirit, with an holy courage to 
resist the temptations and difficulties 
which the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, will continually throw in their 
way ; and being strong in the Lord, they 
will stedfastly resolve to brave all oppo- 
sition in the way of duty; and although 
of all men the most sensible of their 
own weakness and frailty by nature, yet 
by a full reliance on the will and power 
of the Redeemer to furnish them with 
every requisite for their arduous task, 
they are thereby enabled to evidence 
the sincerity of their profession by the 
superior sanctity and usefulness of their 
lives and conversation. Whosoever to 
a well-vrounded knowledge of the scrip- 
tural scheme of salvation, and an influ- 
ential application of its truths to his own 
heart, unites this holy anxiety to work 
asa spiritual labourer in his Lord’s 
vineyard, and regardless of every vain, 
worldly, and mercenary consideration, 
“ clearly determines by God’s grace to 
give himscli wholly to this office,” may, 
with satisfactory assurance, * trust that 
he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghost to take upon him this office and 
ministration.’ I consider such a state 
of mind and inclination as impossible to 
be produced by any power except that 
which “cleanseth the thoughts of our 
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hearts by the inspiration of his Holy 
Spirit;” itis the only safe and solid tes- 
tim. ny of a real call from God toa 
ministration of holy things; and wher- 
ever such a disposition and desire exist, 
to him alone, who could have planted 
them In the heart, be all the glory 
wscribed. Such appears to me to be the 
truce and most unequivocal method of 
ascertaining the reality of the inward 
call o the holy ministry. 

With respect to the outward call to 
the minisiry in the visible Church of 
Christ, the concurrent testimony of the 
Aposutles and the succeeding fathers 
cjearly prove, that for the better edify- 
ing ot bis people, our blessed Saviour 
appointed officers in the Church, en- 
trusted with power to ordain successors 
in the miupistry even to the end of the 
world. An appeal to the word of Scrip- 
ture, Confirmed by a comparative re- 
view of ecclesiastical writers, will satisfy 
every candid and unprejudiced inquirer 
after truth, that it was “the will of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,’ that certain forms 
of church discipline and government 
should be preserved among his mem- 
bers, in order that the faith might be 
held in the unity of the spirt, and in 
the bond of peace. A wish, therefore, 
to conform as much as possible to that 
outward and visible form of govern- 
ment which Christ established as a 
means of cherishing and preserving the 
inward and spiritual grace of the Gos- 
pel, will necessarily accompany the 
good impressions which have already 
been described «us essential to constitute 
the inward call. If upon an impartial 
examination cf the subject, assisted by 
fervent prayer to God for direction in so 
Important a choice, the candidate for 
holy orders should, in common with our 
vencrable reformers, be of opinion that, 
although the word of the New Testa- 
ment may not be decisively explicit on 
the matter, yet that sufficient tesumony 
of a most weighty description is not 
Wanting to prove that the established 
discipline of the English Church re- 
sembles that of the apostolical times as, 
or more, nearly than any other of which 
he knows; and if the more closely he 
examines the cecclestastical records, 


the more evident that correspondence 
should appear; he will feel no scruple. 
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but rather a warm desire lo enter Upon 
his holy functions under that form, 
which is not only the due and legally 
established “order of this realm,” bur 
which from appearing to Carry with it 
such abundant proof of antiquity and 
primitive adoption, may reasonably be 
supposed to be “according to the will 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”?> Such cop. 
siderations will make him feel a becom. 
ing confidence in sayiny, that * he 
thinks he is truly calied according to 
the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the due order of this realm, to the mi. 
nistry of the Church.” 

Adniitting therefore the positive ex. 
istence of such an inward call, and 4 
strong presumption in favour of the 
genuineness ol the ouiward call to sub- 
sist in the mind of any candidate for 
holy orders in the Church of England, | 
think he may, with a safe conscience 
and a good “assurance of hope,’’ enter 
upon his office. Such a minister of 
the Gospel may expect the blessing 
of God upon his labours, and will, 
most assuredly, have the prayers of all 
good Christians for his prosperity and 
SUCCESS. 

Allow me, Mr. Editer, to recom- 
mend the insertion in your Miscellany 
of the questions proposed to, and the 
answers made by, the priests and dea- 
cons at their ordination, and very part 
culariy the admirable and awful exhor- 
tation given by the bishop to the priests; 
they are not sufficiently known to the 
laity, and may possibly be again brought 
forward by this means, to the recollec- 
tion of some of your clerical readers 
with propriety and usciul effect: the 
subject cannot be too seriously dwelt 
upon by either. 

Believe me, with much anxiety for 
the welfare of the Church of England, 
of which your publication appears to be 
so sound and able a supporter, 

Your friend and sasaiaaat 8 
L.. Ye 


- 


To the Christian Observer. 
SIR, ‘ 
I am an old widow lady, and I live wit! 
my five daughters in the county. 
They ace all of them, I assure you, very 
well disposed girls, though one of them: 
who by the way is the sharpest of al! 
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isa little less religious than the rest. 
We have all agreed, however, to take 
in your Christian Observer, and we ex- 
ercise our Wits In criticising you, as 
well as We poor women are able. Now, 
Sir, | have a remark to make to you, 
which Is of some importance. I find 
that my daughter Anne, for that is the 
name of the very clever girl [ have 
spoken of, is more of an adeptin certain 
parts of your divinity than either my 
giri Jane or Mary, who are clearly the 
most pious of the sisterhood. How is 
this, Mr. Editar ? Ll bave declared to them 
all, taat T would take up my pen and 
write to you on the suvject. for Anne 
is getting rather xbove her sisters, and 
isin danger, I perceive, of bearing the 
bell even In matters of religion. 
Tlearn, Sir, from a letter addressed 
toyvou on the subject of the Preston 
Guiid, (4 scene, by the way, from which, 
thuusl we live at no great distance, | 
kept my daughbters,) that you are an old 
geleman of seventy, and I presume, 
therefore, that there isno harm in writ- 
ing this Jetter to you. T[ have thought 
it fair to tell my daughters what I am 
doing. We are litthe known in the 
world; and as i conceal my name, no 
harm can be done by this intrusion. 
The divinity peists to which I allude, 
and on which Anne seems to beat us 
all. seem to me to require a great deal 
of sense and understanding. They 
chiefly relate to what is called, I belteve, 
the Calvinistic and Arminian Contro- 
versy. You have, twndeed, decjined 
golng far into it, and most heartiiy do I 
thank you for having done so; for Anne 


jwoeuld have been the mistress of the 


house in a short time, if your divinity 
had sone any great length in that kind 
of direction. I pray you, Sir, to fur- 
hish us with something that may tend 
to cure the sort of spirit which I com- 
plain of. 

I beg leave, at the same time, myself 
lo submit to you something which I 


have found in a very old book of my dear 
pStandmother’s on the very point in 


question, and which I have insisted that 


Anne herself should copy out for you. 


I know not whether you will approve 

it: the passage certainly gave me 

much comfort; and if you are of my 
Christ. Observ. No. 11. 
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judgment, you will, perhaps, publish it 
in some of your future numbers. 
Excuse this hint from one who, both 
on account of your age and piety, deems 
you quite an oracle in divinity, a sentl- 
ment, indeed, in which ali my dear chil- 
dren seem to concur, and believe me, 
SIRy 
Your constant reader, 
and well-wisher. 
MARGERY. 


“ Tur Lord Jesus, in wisdom and ten- 
der mercy, estabiisheth a method of 
grace and rule of lite, pure and perfect, 
but simple and plain; making the way 
of man’s salvation to lie more in the 
honesty of the believing heart, than in 
the strength of wit, and subtilty of a 
knowing head. He comprised the 
truths which were of necessity to salva- 
tion in a narrow room: so that the 
Christian faith was a matter of great 
plainness and simplicity. As long as 
Christians were such, and held to this, 
the Gospel rode in triumph through 
the world, and an omnipotency of the 
Spirit accompanied it, bearing down all 
before it. The Serpent, envying the 
happiness of the Church, bath no way 
to undo us, but by drawing us from our 
Christian simplicity. By the occasion 
of quarrels and errors of speculative 
men, the Serpent steps in, and will 
needs be a spirit of zeal in the church: 
and he will so over do it against here- 
tics, that he persuades them they must 
enlarge their creed, and add _ this 
clause against one, and that against 
another, and all for the perfecting and 
preserving of the Christian faith: and 
so he brings it to be a matter of 
so much wit to be a Christian, that 
ordinary heads are not able to reach 
it. He got them, with a religious 
zealous cruelty to their own and others 
souls, to lay all their salvation and the 
peace of the Church, upon some un- 
searchable mysteries, which God either 
never revealed, or never clearly reveal- 
ed, or never laid so great astress upon. 
Yet he persuaded them, that there was 
Scripture proof enough for those ; only 
the Scripture spoke it but in the premi- 
ses, or in darker terms, and they must 
but gather into thelr creed the conse- 
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quences, and putit into plainer expres- 
sions, which heretics might not so 
casily corrupt, pervert, orevade. Was 
not this reverend zeal? But where 
modesty restrains men from putting all 

their inventions and explications into 
their creed, the devil persuades men, 
that they being the judgments of godly 
reverend divines, it 1s almost as much 
asif it were In the creed, and, there- 
fore, whoever dissenteth must be noted 
with a black coal, and you must dis. 
erace him, and avoid communion with 
him as a heretic. Hence,is our union, 
communion, and the peace of the 
Church, laid upon certain unsearcha- 
ble mysteries about predestination, the 
order and object of God’s decrees, the 
manner of the Holy Spirit’s secret 
operalons on the soul, the nature of 
the will’s essential liberty, and its 
power of self-determining, &c. and he 
is scarcely to be accounted a fit mem- 
ber for fraternal communion, who dif- 
fers from them herein. Had it not 
been for this one plot, the Christian 
faith had been kept pure ; religion had 
been one; the Church had been one; 
and the hearts of Christians had been 
more one than they now are. Had not 
the devil turned orthodox, he had not 
made so many true Christians heretics, 
as Epiphanius and others have enrolled 
in the black list. Had not the enemy 
of truth and peace got into the chair, 
and made so pathetic an oration as to 
inflame the minds of the lovers of 
truth to be over zealous for it, and to 
do too much, we might have had truth 
ond peace to this day. Yea, sull, if 
he see any man of experience and 
moderation to stand up, to reduce men 
to the ancient simplicity, he presently 
seems the most zealous for Christ, 
and tells the inexperienced leaders of 
the flocks, that it is in favour of some 
heresy that such a man speaks; he 1s 
plotting a carnal syncretism, and at- 
tempting the reconcilement of Christ 
aud Belial: he is tainted with Popery, 
or Calvinism, or Arminianism, or 


whatever may make him odious with 
tnose he speaks to. O! what the devil 
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hath got by over-doing : 
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An inquiry into the nature and tendency of the 
education which the clergy receive in the Enp- 
lish Universities. a 

Tue clerical office is of such high im. 
portance to the weifare of mankind, 
that the minds of those who undertake 
it ought to be formed with distinguish. 
ed attention, lest even the means of 
doing good, which they possess in an 
eminent degree, should be perverted, 
either by ignorance or depravity, to 
the propagation of error or vice. For 
the misters of religion cannot remain 
neyative characters; the absence o! 
chrisdan knowledge and christian yip. 
tue in those who are ordained to teach 
both, becomes a public calamity, which 
allows a rapid increase of evil. by not 
opposing to it those powerful princi- 
ples of the Gospel which are alone able 
effectually to check its progress, 

So much responsibility being attach. 
ed to the situation of all entrusted with 
the care vi souls, thety education ought 
to bear a constant reference to their 
future employ. Were the interval, in- 
deed, between leaving an university 
and receiving ordination, longer, any 
peculiarity of tuition might seem less 
requisite, time being allowed for plain 
theological studies, and the acquisition 
of that knowledge which might render 
the discharge of clerical duties most 
beneficial. But in whatever way it be 
acquired, an acquaintance with divinity 
is indispensable in a clergyman; no 
other acquirements, however valuable 
in themselves, can supply its place, not 
ought they to be deemed any apology 
for its want. 

The numerous advantages, which 
the universities afford to the studious, 
for acquiring variety of knowledge, ren- 
der them places peculiarly eligible for 
those who are designed for learned 
professions. Extensive libraries filled 
with the stores of every science ; tutors 
Capable of instructing In all depart 
ments of useful literature ; and the sub: 
stanuial rewards appropriated to indus: 
try and regularity of conduct, form such 
an ussemblage of motives, inciung 
youth to energetic study. as is not to be 
found, except among collegiate bodies. 

The concourse also of persons from 
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,. (302. | 
he every part of the kingdom, whose 
e- modes of thinking and acting are proba- 
bly much diversificd, is very favourable 
n- «o the eradication of local prejudices 
d, and peculiar habits, which are seldom 
Xe spared by the freedom of juvenile re- 
h- proof 5 and the collision of different 
of sentiments has a tendency to enlarge 
an the mind, Inure it to docility, and pre- 
d, pare it for the: business of the world, 
to But in a numerous society of young 
or men there wil be found great diversi- 
in ty of Character Industry. will not ani- 
a! mate all, and aniveres! correctness of 
r- conduct Cannot be expected, unless 
ch HB wheve there is a total absence of temp- 
ch tation to vice. Frequently reason is 
ot sacrificed to ebricty, and the Imagina- 
1. tion permanently Contaminated by vi- 
le MM cious pleasure far beyond the power of 
any ordinary means ot purification. And, 
h- 0 general, those passions which fill the 
th world with confusion display the wan- 
ht tonness of gratuitous mischief amidst 
Ir the cloisters of Instruction, whenever 
ne HH tic laxity of college discipline yields to 
ty MM the outrages ef newly acquired liberty. 
W MP Happily the moderate income of the 


SS greater part of students, who are des- 
In tined tothe Church, will not aliow them 


NM to pursue the joyous ruin of the more 
et Me wealthy collegians, and riot in the ex- 
st ravagance Of habitual dissipation. Yet 


1 MH so attractive is a life of gayety to the 
ly corruption of human nature, that too 
0 ME many, when solicited by strong temp- 
le MM tation, persuade themseives that there 
OY RR is hi ittle beazard In trying the experiment 
sy oO a single deviation from the line of 

rectitude, Unsuspicious that one indul- 


hi rence facilitates the way of another, 
8) MH and that sensual pleasure is the direct 
ne Menemy to intellectual labour. Deceiv- 
of Bcd in estimating their power over the 
od HF depraved propensities of the heart, 
ed HM they eradually acquiesce in habits of 
rs # vice, silencing the admonitions of con- 
te science, and forgetting the precepts of 
b- religion, till, removed from the scene 
iss Mol their folly, solitude possibly may 
ch B bring sobriety of thought, and reflec- 
ng He tion produce repentance, But in this 
be favourable issue of a bad beginning, 


‘Ss. @ Senerally serious memorials of former 
misconduct Jong remain: debts, con- 
Yacted without adverting to the time 
of payment, often burden the produce 
of a scanty curacy or small benefice 
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for many years, and subtract from the 
power of devoting any thing to charity, 
or even of supporting the appearance 
commonly expecied from the clergy. 

Such evils, it may be asserted, are 
incidental to all academic societies, and 
cannot be remedied without reviving a 
more rigid disciplitie than is likely to 
be endured in these days, when youths 
are distinguished by a premature ripe- 
ness, and early claim the privileges of 
manhood. 

But allowing that it would not be 
feasible to new model some of the uni- 
Versily statutes, reguialing’ manners, 
which are now obsolete, the most 
timid policy alone can suggest that 
idleness, dissipation, and profligac yare 
too firmly seated to admit of cure, or 
at least of palliation. lor the govern- 
ment of every college is alinost arbi- 
trary, and the tutors, with the appro- 
bation of the master and other resi- 
dent fellows, may prescribe any line 
of study, any mode of conduct without 
one of those 1n a state of pupilage dar- 
ing to oppose their authority. By re- 
eularly requiring the presence of al! 
the students at lectures, making no 
exception in favour of any order, the 
effrontery of idleness would probably 
be abashed; and by appointing one of 
the lectures at the usual Ume of bac- 
chanalian revelry, the courses of dis- 
sipation might be successfully tra- 
versed. Were constant attendance 
at chapel enforced with the greatest 
striccness, and the delinquency of re- 
peated absence followed by public cen- 
sure, or even, In case of inveterate 
transgression, by refusal of testimo- 
nials for ordination; were the gates 
closed at an early hour, and neither in- 
eress nor egress afterwards permitted, 
might receive more exterior 
reverence, and regularity of conduct, 
at the hours now marked by greatest 
licentiousness, become indispensable, 
when neglect of public prayers was 
branded with the punishment of pro- 
faneness, and nightly rambles were in- 
variably construed into the projects of 
lewdness. Such requirements and re- 
straints ought not to be thought hard- 
ships by those who profess an inten- 
tion of becoming the ministers of that 
religion, which uniformly inculcates 


religion 
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self-denial and mortification of every 
cara: propensity. Some discipline is 
cert Inly necessary to prevent those 
who are marked out for preachers of 
righteousness from early devoting 
the nselves to the pursuit of worldly 
pleasure, which they protess to have 
renounced, er trom falling into those 
snares of temptation laid by the subtle 
eneiny of mankind, against which it is 
their duty to guard others. Many in- 
deed have loudly praised those of the 
clergy, who have divested themselves 
of ali professional peculiarity, and ap- 
peared in no way distinguished, ex- 
cept by their garb, from other men; 
but the praise should be contemned as 
insidious, since it would take from in- 
struction its authority, and {rom exam- 
ple its influence; for it would render 
acquiescence in received opinions the 
test of Christian charity, and contor- 
mity to fashion the practice of virtue. 
But it should be the business of edu- 
cati n early to implant a stability of 
Christian principle, which cannot be 
moved by the pleas of selt-indulgence, 


perverted by the plausibilities of 


irrelizion ; then might be expecteda 
just knowledge of the clerical charac- 
ter, and an efficient discharge of its 
holy functions. 

There are colleges, which, by pur- 
suing a spirited line of conduct, and 
disregarding all petty obstructions to 
to their schemes of improvement, even 
the want of co-operation from parents, 
have risen into deserved reputation for 
sobriety, order, and studiousness. The 
steady exertions of the tutors to pre- 
serve pure manners, and instil Chris- 
tian principles, have proved eiwinent- 
ly successful ; and, under their direc- 
tion, the acquisition of knowledge, and 
the advantages of society, have not 


been countervailed by the pride of 


learning or the loss of piety. Their 
labours have redounded to the un- 
speakable benefit of numerous parish 
es; their names will be had in honour 
by the generation of the righteous; 
and their praise is in heaven. 

But objections may be justly raised, 
not only against the discipline and go- 
vernment of the universities, but their 
studies. In one of them, to which the 


following observations more particularly 
apply, from the days of Sir Isuac New. 

ton, mathematics have contnuaily in. 
creased in estimation. That they de- 
serve attention, will readily be granted, 
without recurring to their eulogium by 
Plato, or their dispraise by Swift. 
Tuose who fully comprehend the ele. 
ments of Euclid, need not the precepts 
of logic ; they must acquire some pre. 
Cision of thouebt, and a clear mode of 
arranging ideas. Dissipation of mind, 
or vagrancy of Imagination, those banes 
of juvenile study, are better remedied 
by moderute attention tu matheniatics, 
than by any artificial schemes pro 
posed by the ingenious for fixing the 
thourhts. 

By that part of mixed mathematics 
which relates to the laws and opera. 
tions of nature, the mind is expanded, 
and taught to discover order and beauty 
amidst seeming contusion and defor. 
mity. The utility of natural philosophy, 
in every department of file, is too well 
known at this thine, when it Claims at 
least its proper share of attention, to 
require any elucidation. Yet if this 
part of science, explaining the wisdom 
and power of the Creator, be studied, 
must young men, designed for the 
ministration of the Gospel, dive into 
the very depths of pure mathematics? 
What Is their use aimost in any Case; 
and in particular, what relation have 
they to theological pursuits? Is the 
midnight oil to be consumed over De 
Moivre, that the chance of an ancient 
manuscript of an epistie being authen 
tic may be calculated?) Does all War 
ing’s most recondite, laboriously genera 
lising works, contain a solitary discove- 
ry. nay an idea, which a clergyman may 
turn to an useful purpose? If hot, sure- 
ly the time consumed in such studiesis 
wasted. 

To reply that classics and divinity 
are not neglected, is scarcely admiss 
ble; for generally a person earnestly 
engaged in the deeper parts of mathe 
matics seldom turns to other studies, 
or, if he do, it is with a relaxed mind 
and a divided attention. Were lectures 
indeed given on Quintilian instead of 
Tacitus, on Demosthenes instead o 
Sophocles, there would be some rea 
sonable expectation that the utility 4 
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an acquaintance with the best canons of 
composition, and the finest models of 
puipat eloquence, might interest, lor a 
short time even the most eager Candi- 
date for university bonour and college 
emolument. Beausobre’s Introduction 
tothe New Testament demands not by 
depth of research any severe study ; it 
is therefore read in haste, and ooving 
answered the purpose of a coilege ex- 
amination is hastily forgotten. Lec- 
tures ob the Greek Testament mrght 
be rendered uniteresting and highly 
useful. 

Even on the supposition that a com- 
petent knowledge of divinity bas been 
obtained by the student to qualify him 
for his clerical office. yet, trom having 
allotted so Jarge a portion of his time 
to mathematics and natural philosophy, 
he generally acquires an imordinate love 
of reasoning, which is apt to pervade 
sermons addressed to the mosi illite- 
rate and ignorant congregations. Of 
what advantage Can it be pertinaciously 
to argue on controverted points of doc- 
trine, and to deduce moral duties from 
metaphysical origin, when neither in- 
formation can be piven to the under- 
standing, nor warmth imparted to the 
best affections of the human heart? 
Such sermons insult the wants of a com- 
mon audience, and betray the weakness 
ol youthful knowledve. 

!t may however be urged, that al- 
thourh close reasoning be not adapted 


} to the capacity of the multitude, yet in 


many cases, subjects of primary conse- 
quence to Christianity, being assailed 
} . . . . ° . 
ov Infidels, require discussion and proot 


i} tor the satisfaction of the more intelli- 


gent frequenters cf the church. 

When the opinions of tree-thinkers 
are so generally disseminated, not to 
expose on every proper occasion, their 
inility, or not to prove that his own re- 
ligion is founded on a rock, and cannot 
be moved by the idle blasts of scepti- 
cism, would be unpardonable negli- 
gence in aclergyman. His arguments 
may be understood by a few only ; but 
those few may retail the knowledge 
they have gained, and satisfy the inqui- 
ries or dissipate the doubts of the less 
formed. And whether the people be 
convinced inimediately from the pulpit 


‘through the intercourses of society, 
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it matters not; but it is of great impor- 
tance, that they should have clear no- 
tions of their religion, and that their 
conversion should proceed from con- 
viction; for if that grand source be 
wanting, the stream may ebb and flow 
obedient to the influence of the animal 
spirits only. 

To biame one mede of education and 
its Consequences is not to recommend 
another; yet it may be supposed, that 
if mathematics be degraded trom their 

uptemacy, Classics miust be exalted. 
Both deserve praise; but neither ought 
to occupy a considerable portion of life, 
alter reason has attulned maturity. The 
Classical authors justiy empioy We stu- 
dies of boys atali pubic schools. Should 
they be neglected in the universiues, 
the labour of years would be thrown 
away; for unless knowledge be pro- 
gressive, it must be retrograde. Ifthe 
most finished models of classical litera- 
ture were not studied for the laws of 
composition and the formation of taste, 
yet collateral advantages shouid re- 
commend them to every clergyman. 
Whence is to be derived the higher 
evidences of the authenticity of the 
Christian religion? How are ail the ar- 
guments and cavils of a long line of 
sceptics, from Celsus to Gibbon, to be 
answered? Without an intimate ac- 
quaintance with the languaves of 
Greece and Rome, the chanipions of 
the church would fight with weapons 
which had not been proved, and retire 
coniounded to repair their fault. It is 
not creditable to the clergy to neglect 
the fathers of the church. Aithough 
these venerable men be not free’ from 
tediousness, obscurity, and error; yet 
their piety and zeal. their knowledge of 
aposties and apostolical persons, and 
their acquaintance with the usages of 
the early Christians, should entitle 
them to marked respect and high au- 
thority. But now the gloomy Tertul- 
lian and the lively Augustine are, In 
general, alike condemned to the ob- 
scure shelves of a booksellei’s shop, or 
an all-receiving library. Even scandal 
rakes not into the monkish revcries of 
the vehement IvMlontanist, and curiosity 
slumbers over the confessions of Hip- 
po’s communicative bishop. Original 
works should claim the chief regard of 








710 


the student in divinity. Knowledge 
which has flowed through many chan- 
nels is apt to be poliured, and is lable 
to receive a tinge from the varying 
hues of fashion. W. B. 
= 
For the Christian Observer. 

REMARKS ON A PREVAILING ERROR. 
AMONG the unscriptural practices with 
which) popery has been reproached, 1s 
that of auricular confession. Itvis to be 
feared, thatthe members of the Komish 
Church might find, in some Protestant 
professors, good ground for revenginy 
the censure, by charging them with 
what is still worse—mere auricular Chris- 
lurid. 

Philosophers have disputed concern- 
ing the residence of the seul, whether 
it be the pineal gland, or the brain. 
Anatomists have differed respecting 
the seat of life; some placing it in the 
brain, others inthe heart. And divines 
have janovured hard to ascertain the 
share which the understanding, the 
affictions, and tne will, respectively 
possess in the cultivation and exercise 
of religious principles. 

Tae persons, however, whoare above 
alluded to, and who deserve to be made 
the subject of a few observations, ap- 
pear to have determined for them- 
sclves, and as far as respect theim- 
selves, that the life and soul of religion 
dwell in the ear; and that the preach- 
ing of tie word of God, which some 
have supposed to be calculated to in- 
form the understanding, interest the 
affections, and regulate the will, con- 
cerns no other part of the man, than 
the two little auditory organs, which are 
situated on each side of his head. 

Ao ideaso strange might be ridi- 
culed as fanciful, or rejected as uncha- 
ritable, did not experience continually 
multiply the proofs, which convince a 
Christian Observer, that such an ideais 
at least implied in the habitual conduct 
of many who bear the Christian name, 
and attend, even with exemplary regu- 
Juvity. the ordinances of the sanctuary. 

It is unnecessary to dwell on the 
mere gross instances of this auricular 
Christtanitu—such as that of the man 
who goes home on the evening of the 
Sabbath, highly delighted with an ex- 
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cellent sermon on gentleness, and quar. 
rels violently with his wife on account 
of a trifling error or omission in do- 
mestic economy ; or that of him who 
iniersperses his eulogetic detail of a 
discourse by his favourite preacher, on 
the third commandment, with continual 
vain repetitions of the sacred name; or 
that of the man, who, amidst the luxu. 
ries which compose his six o’clock 
Sunday dinner, derives to himself an 
accession of complacency, from the 
rapturous admiration with which he 
has been inspired by an eloquent ser. 
mon on the duty and advantages of 
temperance and frugality. 

It may be rather desirable to lead the 
attention of the reader to some of those 
instances of inconsistency, between the 
religious doctrines which men bear and 
approve, and the practices in which they 
are habitually engaged,which, belug less 
eross and palpable, more easily elude 
the detection, and are therefore more 
dangerous. 

With tiis view it may be useful to 
advert to the conduct of certain hearers 
of Sermons, as it respects their estima- 
tion and pursuit of ** the world, and the 
thines that are in the world,” and the 
tempers which they exhibit and indulge 
in their families. 

Now how frequently do we observe 
in those who do not accidentally fall 
under, but select and attach themselves 
to the ministry of a strict and spiritual 
preacher of God’s word, an carthly- 
mindedness, a conformity to the cus- 
toms and fashions of the world, a fond- 
ness for expensive clegance, ostenta- 
tious grandeur, and profuse living, all 
diametrically opposed to the instruc- 
tions which they profess to receive and 
approve, and upon which they so sedu- 
lously attend! 

Were we to mark the apparent zeal 
and delight, with which such persons 
frequent the sanctuary, we might con- 
clude that their only anxiety was re- 
specting that house which is not made 
with hands, which is eternal, inthe bea- 
vens. But did we toliow those same 
persons home, we should see many of 
them lavishing their attention, time, and 
expense, on the splendid decorations of 
a perishable earthly dwelling, and per- 
haps compelling their servants to ¢% 
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haust the strength of their bodies, and 
even, In some “degree, to forego the 
cue of their souls, in order to preserve 
the polish of their furniture, and to pre- 
pare the endless superiluities of their 
prodigal entertainments, 

It is curious sometimes to hear cer- 
tain professors of religion descanting, 
with apparent conviction and delight, 
yn the spiritual lessons which they have 
received; while almost every article of 
dress which they have on, at the very 
moment they are speaking, demon- 
strates to how litte purpose such spiri- 
tual instructions have been given them. 

With respect to domestic tempers, 
how frequently do the zealous foilow- 
ers of the sound of the Gospel appear to 
those who are acquainted with their 
daily life, as if they thought, that with 
whatever ardour they may go abroad 
ia pursuit of religious knowledge, it is 
perfectly unnecessary to bring back any 
fruits of that knowledge to their own 
houses; and that they cannot better ex- 
press their gratitude to God for the in- 
structions which they receive ia his 
house, than by Jeaving them all behind 
them when they depart out of it. 

Of persons such as these, we are too 
often compelled to pronounce, that while 
they exhibit to the world, and more es- 
pecially to those with whom they asso- 
Clate in public worship, the profession 
of discipleship and conformity with him 
who was meek and lowly in heart, they 
are almost Egyptian task-masters among 
their servants, and altogether morose 
yrants or passionate furies among their 
chiidren. 

The case of such persons is lamenta- 
ble and dangerous. They have an idea, 
that they prove themselves such sound 
Christians, by an abundant hearing of 

God’s word on the first day of the week, 
that they may, with perfect impunity, 
pass the other six days in the indul- 
gence of tempers which God hates, and 
in practices which he has expressly 
forbidden. 

It is probable, that of all the duties 


0 which a Christian can be engaged, 


there is no one which calls for so little 
spiritual exertion, or which so little 


Puts his sincerity to the test, as that of 


But if this 
rather 


hearing a good preacher. 
‘what too many think it, or 
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make it) the only, or principal employ- 
meat of the Sabbath, the due sanctifi- 
cation of that day would be, compara- 
tively, an easy task: it would no: then 
be, as it certainly now Is, a work which 
demands no common abstraciedness of 
thought, a great spirituality of temper, 
anda predominant love of him to whom 
the day is to be devoted. 

The other ordinances of the sanctu- 
ary require fur more predisposition of 
mind, In order to their being pleasant 
as well as beneficial, than the one of 
which we have been speaking. 
plication and praise can then cione ve 
delighttul to the worshipper, when they 
issue from a prepared beart; whereas 
a hearer of a sermon may be Jdeilchied 
through no other cause than the prea- 
cher’s eioguence, and aitracted to a se- 
dulous atte nd ance at church by no vet- 
ter motive than the preacher’s popuia- 
ri ity. 

It may be confidently asserted, that 
he who feels little or no interest in the 
service of our church, till the preacher 
has ascended the puipit, has awful rea- 
Son to suspect, tout he has hvt brought 
with him a rightly disposed mind, and 
to fear that he will not carry away with 
him an edified understanding. 

It is allowed, that some of the pre- 
sent exercises of a saint on earth 
should be, in a certain devrree, antici- 
pations of the future exercises of a 
saint in heaven; and that one of the 
purposes of the earthly Sabbath is that 
of training us up for the enjoy ment of 
the eternal Sabbath, in the kingdom of 
vlory. Those therefore who iimit the 
occupations of the Lord’s-day to the 
hearing of sermons, should be remind- 
ded that there will be no preaching in 
heaven. 

Every precept of Christ is obligatory 
on his disciples ; and the persons whom 
this essay has been designed to admon- 
ish are requested to consider, how ¢icy 
mutilate the plan of the Gospel, and 
dishonour the authority of its divine 
author, who live as if they supposed, 
that the command which says, * He 
that hath ears to hear, let bim bear,’ 

contains, exclusively, the whole sum 
and substance of Christian duty. 
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For the Christian Observer. 

A Sect of which no Account is to be found in 
an, Ecclesiastical Historian. 
ALTHOUGH a pious reader of church- 
hisiery inust be grieved to sce Into what 
amuititude of different secis the Chris- 
tian world is divided, it may, never- 
theless, be a ple sure to know, that 
there Is one tn cxistence of which those 
memorials eive no account; it being a 
sect of so pecullar a character as to be 
inimical to ail sectarianism, thougb ut- 
terly averse to intolerance. The first 
of these circumstances constitutes so 
essential a part of 1ts character, that 1 
can think of no better term, by which 
the persons here intended may be de- 

scribed, than the following title, 


THE ANT!-SECTARIAN SECT, 


It should be observed here, that if it 
be necessary that they have a distin. 
Eishing name, we must give it to 
them; they themselves having assum- 
ed none. hey are periectiv satisfied 
with thet bame which was given to the 
followers of Jesus, some hundreds of 
yo."s azo, at a place called Antioch.* 
Ji: that name they glory; and they wish 
that the disciples of their muster had 
never been known by any other ude 
than that of CHRIsTiANs. 

They lament the divisions into which 
the Christisn Church is now rent. 
They consider them as having sprung 
as tuck from the depravity, as from 
the infirmities, of buman nature; from 
a hanyntiness of requisition In those 
Who bad accutred power, ab unreason- 
able scrupiulosny in those who were 
required to submit, orthe wayward dis- 
posivon of fantasticat and untractable 
minds. From such seurees do they 
consider that buciilating f ct to have 
proceededwwhich the infidel often brings 
forward with po lute wiumph—the di- 
vided state of the Christian worid. 

Greatly wouid they rejoice to see the 
Church on eaith resemble that which 
is in heaven, i unity es well as in holi- 
ness: but they have no hope, at this 
Jaie pervwd of the world, of reducing ill 
its members to one model. They con- 
ceive that a more practicable duty is 
incumbent on Christians ; namely, the 


* See 
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exercise of that forbearance, candour, 
and brotheriy love, towards those w % 
diifer from them, so repeatedly and so 
forcibly inculcated in tue New Testa. 
ment. 

J am not describing a people who 
hold all opinions alike importans, 
There is an undefinabie class of men 
called Latitudinarians, whom. perhps, 
the reader muy conceive to be the per. 
sons bere described. ‘To obviate such 
a mistake, I] should apprise bins, that 
the Antisectarian differs totaliy from 
these. They seem to be indifferenc to 
some trutns that are essential to Ciris- 
tiuni y. He is zeslous of them — He 
nay resemble them in his temperate 
conduct, with respect to the mode in 
which Christianity is expressed; but he 
is far irom being indifferent to the thing 
itself; on the Contrary, he has it great. 
ly at heart. Though he would not force 
you to shew your refentance towards God, 
or to express your faith in Christ, or to 
offer up your prayers to the Almighty, 
under precisely the same external cir- 
cumstances with himself; yet. that you 
be a penitent, that you ‘have faith in 
Christ, that you pray daily to God, that 
you endeavour to live to his ylory, are 
with him matters of infinite conse- 
quence, which he earnestly desires to 
take place in your case, becatise he con- 
siders them as the only grounds of 
hope in his own. 

The people of the Autisectarian sect 
have not formed themsclves into a dis- 
tinct society, but are distributed through 
various Classes of Chrisiians. It miay be 
doubted, on this account, whether they 
can, in strict propriety. be calied a sect; 
and, indeed, it would be very difficult to 
maintain the affirmative of this ques 
tion, if the following reasons be not 
deemed sufficient; namely, the distin- 
guished rank in which they hold the 
vical principles of Christianity—theit 
averseness to claim to themselves ex- 
clusively the honour of being consider: 
ed as true Christians—and their conse: 
quent readiness to allow this honour to 
many who differ from them in some 
circumstantial points of religion, not 
deeming these of equal consequence 
a its essential qualities, but account 

¢ that man the best Christian, though 
a nee of a Church less pure that 
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‘yey conceive their own to be, who ex- 
cels in the faith, the charity, the humi- 
jiny, which belong to the character. 
And with respect to such of the Anti- 
eccturians, as belong to the Church of 
Eagiand, I have found them capable of 
:,nowledging and bonouring the piety 
found among Dissenters, without the 
least diminution of attachment to the 
consutution of their own Church, for 
which they are particularly thankful to 
God, as Conceiving it to be pecullariy 
.dapted to forward the great purposes 
of the Christian Revelation. In short, 
they pity the man, whether within or 
yithout their society, who is shut up 
wihin his own community, and never 
looks, With an enlarged mind and bene- 
yolent heart, beyond the contracted cir- 
cle of those, wit, whom he agrces in 
the cireumstantials of religion. 

They take an interest in the welfare 
of every society which professes the 
Christian name, and, as opportunities 
present themselves, are ready to pro- 
mote the edification of its members ; 
their object, however, not being so 
much to proselyte them to their own 
communion, as to reantinate them, by 
exciting attention to the vital truths of 
Christianity. In the ardour with which 
acy desire to see this end accomplish- 

they can rejoice to hear of any 
writer or preacher in another Church, 
whose heart is evidently alive to the 
ciernal jaterests of the community to 
which he belongs, and who labours'not 
1uch to enlarge the size of that 
body, as to increase its spirituality ; and 
would his efforts occasionally discover 
stunt of undue predilection for what 
is peculiar to his own Church, they 
iogive it, seeing that the governing 
motive is the promotion of genuine 
piety. Tuus with a rooted aversion to 
popery, which they consider as the 
strand apostacy foretold in the scrip- 
tures, they regard the writings of some 
of its adherents, as having a happy 
tendency to promote the life of religion 
i) the soul, and they are, therefore, 
ready to aid the circulation of such 
Writings in that community for which 
they were immediately Intended. 

If they publish any work of their 
ewn with a view to ameliorate the views 
aid conduct of the mensbers of other 

Christ. Obsery. No. V1. 
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churches, they can leave untouched less 
essential points of difference, and con- 
tent themselves with seizing on admit- 
ted truths of prime imporiance, in or- 
dcr to convey, through that channel, 
such arguments or exhortations as tend 
to the spiritual improvement of those 
at whose benefit they aim. 

In their own community they are not 
always spending their strength on those 
topics which tend to Increase the bitter- 
ness of party zeal. T{, indecd, the oc- 
cusion demand it, they are ready to 
proguce a meck and manly defence of 
the doctrine or worship of that church 
to which they beiong ; but they are ge- 
herally empioyed in ureing upon ah, 
those polats which are of perpetual and 
indispensable necessity, and without 
which there can be io salvation to any 
man, however uvuexceptionable — his 
Church may be. 

Their minds are too much occupied 
wbout great truths to be influenced by 
little circumstances, end this preserves 
them from the spirit of innovation. 
They are averse to minute or unimper- 
tant alterations, even though, in the:n- 
selves considered, they should be im- 
provements 5 prejudice bejng 
thereby awakened, more should be iuost 
than gained. Knowing that they save 
Opposition enous to coniend wi. in 
the aversion of human nature to the 
essentials of religion, they wish to re- 
serve themselves for that necessary 
combat, without making any diversion 
of their force to objects of comparative 
insignificance. ‘Vinis caution they think 
incumbent upon them at all times, but 
especially when there appears a ten. 
dency towards a dereliction of the es- 


lest, 


sential doctrines of the gospel. They 
account it unwise to urge inferior 


polnts, when those of supreme iinpor- 
tance are at hazard. 

Another thing which prevents them 
from innovating in religion, is their 
dread of schism. They would not 
break the unity of the Church, by at- 
tempting to alter that order of things, 
which, though not perfect, may yet be 
retained without endangering or im- 
peding the salvation of men; and they 
are fully aware, how much the magni. 
fying of trivial circumstances tends to 
alienate men’s minds from ancicnt es. 
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tablishments tried utility, to induce a 
Tenacicusness on such points, and there- 
by to form separatists. Holding schism 
tu be a great and ruinous evil, they take 
care thot they do not, by such a con- 
duct. indirectly contribute to It. 

And net only do they guard avainst 
sectarlanpism by iheir conduct, with re- 
pect to things of smail importance, 
ma even by the manner in which they 
enforce truths of the highest conse- 
gucuce. It some 
Christian doctrine be 
love to God, and therr 
both re qul re them stren rously to as- 
Scri and maintain that doctrine. But 

discharging this duty, they are 
carefnl not to let their zeal betray 


them into any thing whicl be tl 
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— al 
nee lected, their 
love to man, 
White 


' Hay pe +12 
3 1k) y WO wile 


pe re 
occ iston of sectarlanisin, or be larly 
Interpreted as a proof of a sectarian 


intention. Tf the doctrine in question 
be tetlouw ioo low, they conceive it to 
be their Dounden duty to raise it to 1ts 


proper place, but no ligher. To cle- 
vate hh above that point, to urge it with 
a zeal which tends to obscure other re- 
vexed truths, and to lead men to sup. 


pose tat religion consists merely in be- 
ne ighton that article, 1s th se business 
of « sectarian, not of an dnizsectarian. 
Further, they are meant lest they 
Should inadvertently forward the In- 
tentons of sectarians. If in concur- 
other 


rns — a member of any 


Ciristian socicty, for the pi 
eee the propagation of 
Christianity, 
a profession of 
their associate Is 2 
himself of the connection to Increase 
ice of his 
him. 
such 
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wn sect, they withdraw from 
‘hey did not assoctate for any 
purpose, nor will they aid such a 
scheme with the assistance of one of 


their fingers. 


. a i orl a > nite 
Among sectarian tendencies, they 


rat too forward oe in 
sume persons, to emblazon every good 
action or ch which h rapt ENS to 

They 


appear within their own circle. 


avacter 


are sparing of panegyric, because, even 
where there 1s much to 
subject Is still a frail creatut 
stands in gr 


comn rend, the 
eC, W ho 


eat need of God’ S forgive- 
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ness. ‘They judge it more conforma. 
ble to the genius of Christianity, that 
religious men should remember, as 
well when speaking of one another 
as when apeinng of themselves, how 
much more their Jives fall short of the 
fuli measure of thetr obligations, than 
they rise above the ordinary level ot 
eencral practice. This moderation 
the ey particularly observe with respect 
to such as they have been known to 
assimilate with in opinion and conduct, 
Ifa good action be done, or a good life 
have been exhibited, within their own 
circle, they do not call all the world 
to admire it, as if they alone were the 


people among whom human excel. 
Jence was to be found. Such a con. 


duct may answer the views of a party; 
but they have a nobler design ; itis 
religion, net any particular class of re- 
lisious men, which they wish to sce 
held in highesteem. Itis true Chiis- 
tianity, therefore, to which they en- 
deavour to direct the eyes of men, and 
us its advancement Is their predomi 
nant desire, they think it necessary to 

id all imputation of having another 
ent we to serve, the suspicion ot which 
micht impede or defeat them in then 
erand pursult. 

Having this object steadily 
simplicity is one of their 
tics. They will have no 
their language. They 
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It only remains, that I obviate a sus- 
picion which the above account may 
yossibly have generated in some minds. 
it may be thought, that as the predo- 
minant object with the Antisectarians 

the life of religion, they hold in 
nea ci all that relates to its forms. 
{uis, however, is as much sectarian- 
isi aS) any thine else which may 
have ac quired that name. ‘They are 

ee from it. They consider that to 
ebiain the ends and purposes of Chris. 
necessary that it have 
that the areument re- 
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tunity, it Is 
some form, and 
spectinge’ its form Is 

iment of creat 
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thrown back which 
T he SCelece- 


minent, nothing 
revelation brings forward. 
tion of favourite points is, In 
view, a departure from a simplicity of 
faith. They will be of no school, but 
that in which Christ presides; and to 
all the dictates of their divine master, 
they desire to pay an equal atienucn. 
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ON THE PREVAILING DISUSE OY SCRIPTURE 

LANGUAGE IN THe PULPITT, 

fur dry moral strain of preaching, 
which has for a long time prevailed in 
the English pulpit, has been oiten just- 
ly censured and lamented, as weli by 
the friends as by the enemies of our 
ecciesiastical constituuon. 
instances, however, lam apt to 

that the departure from evang 

doctrines Is ere iN afifearance 
in the znrention of the preacher, owing 
to the unhappy disuse of scripture lane 
ruace in our disceurses, and the auop- 
ind expressions in 
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+r) thar terms 
110n Of otner terms 


relic al 


ater than 


i : E . ' rr" .. . 
t 04% 28 stead. A nec ianeuage of ser} pi ur Cc 
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Is bimnly hrurative. Phe change that 


nust take place on the heart of a sine 
to qualify him for heaven, is de- 
scribed by a new o:rth——a new creation 
surre the dead, &c. 
The relation oi a real believer to Jesus 
Christ is represente 
expressive OL the ¢ | 
wpe union, suc 

l th: Pena ae the head aud the meme 
bers, the Aushand and the wife, &e. 
Hlence has arisen 2 persuasion, that the 
phraseology of the scriptures 1s hardly 
a to the common people, and 
peculiarly liable to misapprehension 
oe ubuse ; and itis speciously plead- 
ed by those who avoid it on these ace 
counts, that they give the meanine of 
scripture, if they do not employ its 
terms: they only reduce figurative to 
languave, and by doing so, cbvl- 
ate the danger to which warm imei 
nations and bold Sen Se te 
pers might ‘Ywise be x Poss Let 
it be ullowed, that the doctrit “tne 


Christian revelation are both understood, 


clion ircm 
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d by various imasres, 
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sest and most in- 
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and in sudstance delived by many who 
very sparingly use its peculiar phrase- 
ology; let it be allowed, that this phrae 
sec.ogy has been abused by persons fa- 
Netically inclined; yet the question wiil 
occur, Does not God kuow best in 
Wit language toconvey his owntruth? 
And is it not i presumptuous to apps 
Ourselves wiser in this matter than be? 
3esides, Is there not reason to fear, 
that the disuse of scripture language 
may issue in a gradual departure trom 
the meaning of scripiure ? And does 
not our expe rience corroborate this 
suspicion ? Tillotson, and other popular 
divines, at the period of the Restora- 
tion, led the way in substituting human 
expressiods for those of the Bible, and 
they, I doubt not, meant the same ¢Arngs 
with the Buibie, though they chose to 
express tiem in other words. Butt 
What has the imitation of those hates 
led us 2? Winat is now penerally under- 
s:oad by the reformasion, thie viriue, the 
good life of their vocabulary, substitut. 
ed forthe conversion,the Avuliness and the 
sanctification ol ine scriptures? Some- 
thing, L apprehend, very different from 
what the original adopters of these 
modes Of Expression meant by them. 
The mere moral, and unevangelical 
strain of preaching, so generally pre- 
vaillig in this kingdom, and so much 
reproved of late in the charges of our 
bishops, may, very probably, be traced 
In a great measure to this source. So 
that experience strongly evinces the 
danger of deparung from scripture lan- 
guage In treating on divine subjects. 
Nor are there wanting other conside- 
rations to enforce the expediency of an 
Opposite practice 
The language of human morals is 
cold, and affects not the heart like that 
of the scriptures; and hence what 
those preachers who adopt the former 
may saggeee themselves to gain in 
Clearness and precision, they lose in 
persuasion and energy. But let figures 
be solidly explained, and there will be 
No occasion to renounce the style of 
scripture, in order to make a wise and 
understanding people. Leta preacher, 


whose judement is sober, while his 
heart is warm, teach his hearers to 
compare one part of scripture with 
another, and thus to make their Bible 


TNT 
| Nor, 


its own expositor, and then no material 
inconvenience need to be apprehended, 
When one part Is so explained, as not 
totrench upon another, but to harmo. 
nize with the whole, there wili be little 
danger of abusing figurative language 

to the propagation of extravagance and 
absurdity. The fligbty interpretations 
of injudicious preachers er hearers 
may be always checked, and brought 
back within the limits of truth and rea. 
son, by the application of this iule., 

Again, God may be expected to bless 
his own word. if any speak, says in 
upostie, let him speak as the oractes of 
God.” Does no this apply to the 
manner as wel! as the matier of ponent 
ing? In this way the people will | 
their understandin os €L lightened, ; and 
their zeal kindled at the same 
and both by the fight of heaven, no 
by the light of a taper of our own, 
which we pretend, whether truly or not, 
to have borrowed fron: it. 

‘The real truth of the case however 
is, that figurative language, so far from 
being unintelligible, is not only Inte. 
resting to the imepination, but inform. 
ing to the understanding, beyond all 
abstract methods of teaching. Hence 
it was constantly employed by hin, 
who knew what was in man; and the 
divine wisdom which spoke and wrote 
by his disciples and aposties, likewise 
adopted it. Experience has also fully 
proved its advantage ; and 1t may even 
be questioned, whether apy one ever 
came toa right conception of the truths 
of religion, wihaas the help of scrip- 
tural metaphors and tiustrations. 


nie 
Lime, 


Fer the Cliristian Obscrver. 

Tr we would gaima full view of any 
theolovical subject, our first duty is to 
search the SCrIPLUTEs 5 and though 
may be a subject which leads us prip- 
cipally to the New Testument, yet wae 
expected light may sometimes be 
thrown upon it, by consulting the other 
part of the divine oracle 


‘ 
+ 
Ki 


God has 
had a church in the world ae the be- 
ginning ; and if our minds are restrict- 
ed within proper and chaste bounds, 
we may often reason not impertinently 
by analogy, from the Old Testament to 
the New. The point which the writer 
Wishes to ascertain is this; whet * 
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the niinisters of Christ ought to be up- 
on in absolute parity, with respect to 
ofice and to order; or whether there 
ought to be governors and governed, 
as 
we jook into the Old Testament, it 1s 
ecy wo see the order which subsisted 
ip the Church, under the Jewish dis- 
Lhe High priest was the 
chicfe and was the first born of the 
house Aaron ina direct line; the 
a priests were his bretbren, the 
younger branches of Aaron’s family ; 
anid the Levites constituted the third 
order; ibey were the rest of the tribe 
of Levi, and assisted the priests in the 
exccution of their office. Let it also 


}: psallOn. 


he remarked, that the constitution of 


the Jewish Church was expressly by 
divine appointment, and it was then the 
wuiversal church. Under the Gospel, 
“the priesthood being changed, there 
ismiude of necessity a change also of 
the law.?? (Heb. vil. 12.) T he univer- 
sal church is no longer subject to one 
individual High Priest. The High 
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus, 
has appeared, and a mere typical wor- 
ship is abolished, ‘Fhe claims of the 
churcn of Rome to universal dominion 
over the heritage of God, are absurd 
and impious. But it deserves to be 
well considered, whether the order of 
the ancient church was so far abolished 
by the Gospel, as that no faint resem- 
blance of it should remain. If God was 
well pleased with the different ranks 
which his wisdom appointed in his 
sanctuary in former ages, there must 
be some strong reasons for laying this 
plan utterly aside. Though the Jewish 
church in our Lord’s days was exceed- 
ingly corrupted, yet he enjoins his dis- 
ciples submission to it, because It was 
of divine appointment. The Scribes 
end Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat, all 
therefore whatsoever they bid you ob. 
serve, that observe and do.” (Matt. 
xxi. 2,3.) If then it was the will of 
God that all distinction of rank and or- 
der in the church should cease with the 
Jewish priesthood, some intimaticns of 
such a change may be expected in the 
either by express 
Precepts or by the example of Christ 
and his Apostles. Now soon after our 


On the Order of the Christian Church. 


among other classes of mankind. If 





Lord entered upon his ministry, it is 
said, “He ordained twelve that they 
should be with him, whom also he 
named Aposties.’? (Mark il. 14. Luke 
vi. 13.) And after that “ the Lord ap- 
pointed other Seventy also, and sent 
them two and two before his face,” and 
gave them a Commission to preach and 
to work miracles. (Luke x. 1.) In 
these transactions the order of the Old 
‘lestament is neither totally abandoned 
nor implicitly followed. The one High 
Priest of the Jewish Church is no 
more. But the Twelve Apostles are 
answerable to the number of the tribes 
of Israc}, and the seventy disciples are 
answerable to the Seventy elders whom 
God appointed to assist Moses. (Num. 
x1. 17, 25.) 

The Apostles, for some time after 
our Lord’s ascension, had no idea of 
preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles. 
They therefore chose Matthias into 
the place of Judas, with a view to keep 
up a number of their own body in 
allusion to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
(Actsi.) By this it appears, that they 
considered the seventy as belonging to 
a different order. Christ himself had 
made an evident distinction, and they 
followed his example. When the 
Gentiles were admitied into the Chris- 
tian church, the number of apostolical 
men was no longer limited. St. Paul 
and Barnabas were called to the office: 
inferior pastors; with authority similar 
to that of the seventy, were sent forth 
to labour in different places, and anew 
order of ministers was instituted under 
the name of deacons. Thusit appears, 
that in the Jewish priesthood, God ap- 
pointed three different ranks of men, 
each of which had distinct offices, and 
no one might assume the office of ano- 
ther; that our Savour began the order 
of his church with a distinction of 
offices; and that the Apostles, by in- 
stituting the order of deacons, com- 
pleted the ancient number. ‘These 
facts are drawn from the word of God, 
and may serve as a direction to an in- 
quiring mind, in judging of inferior 
Writings. It may be of use, however, 
to ) remark, — Cles mens Romanus, who 
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—— of the Apostles, in his Epistle 
to the Corinthians, mentions the High 
Priest, pang Priests, and the Levites, in 
direct allusion to the standing orders 
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On the Country Clergyman’s Common-Place Book. 


of the Church in these ages. 
Clement’s Epistle, Sect. 40. 
WAYRING, 
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G. S. W. 


te is, £4 eaalal 
ibe Cou ' ay ‘ ~— in uSes the 
word “ habit,”? “power of habit,’ and 
ss, power ovet h a Whi oat Sense hot 
sanctioned by common use, and no 
very intelligible. e. g. The jfower of 


. Duet e > 
ral Dea vit ; the / 


over it, Is averseness trom it. (p. 576.) 

1 for ‘ly learned trom Mr. Lock 
Wi ne? . i Car nea ron it. sOCKE, 

and others, that the word habit siz- 


hihnes tne 
action with 


power of performing an 
ravings frequently repeated it. Now, 
Mr. Editor, if this notion be a right 
ne, that It isa power acquired by the 
mind, will you explain to me whatis 
sant by love being the power ci 

I have always supposed love to 
power, or faculty of the wind; 
habit is likewise a power, or mode of 
ihe mind; to call love, therefore, the 
power of a power, is something ewe a 
The Country Clergyman 
to puzzle me still ee 
irresistible habit and 
lave, are synonymous ters 
th ing er, a: wie 


habit 
be a 


solecisn 
proceeds 
saying, that an 
supreme 
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are not habits, deeply r 
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-ct, Sir, the proposition with which 
Country Clergyman began his 
pers was perfectly clear and intelli- 
‘ole, ull he set about proving it meta- 
sysically; but from the moment he 
ewan to be eED, he eluded ali further 
ae suit, by bur ‘ying himse lf like an eel 


ia the mud. 

I crave your patience a little longer, 
Mr. Editor, while I request the solu- 
tions of a difficulty which has perpiexed 


me at the conciusion of the same paper. 
The Country Clergyman informs us, 
‘that a man cannot be blamed for not 
doing what is out of his power—and 
hat few are aware of the difference 
between an Inability natural and invo- 
luntary, and that want of power which 
csults wholly trom moral depravity.” 
e to the plain literal mean- 
ine of those words, I conceiv e, that the 
cnc arguments which wiil prove a man 
not blame-worthy, where there is a want 
pnatural power, will prove him equally 
vhere there is a want of 
moral power; provided the word fowe 
edin the same sense in each pro- 
Ifa man be really withou 
vr, in the proper and absolute sig- 
at oe the terms, whether he 
never had it be ain or lost it by his 
own fault were epr ived of it by ac- 
cident, can make no difference with res- 
ponsibility a moral 
\ man may, indeed, commit a 
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iirure on metaphysical ground, 
ihone you will charitably impute it to 


try ive . eS eee 
Havud’ds Wawlicy. 
d 


i ot the Caristian O rvere 
i presume that you esteem it law- 
not only to tell a person of bis 
‘’aulis, but also (if possible) to foretel 
— misfortunes 3 J make no apology 
ty 


‘or what Iam going toaddress to you. 


That L may neither torture your cu- 
Hosity by prolixity, in coming to the 
Cnt, nor impeach your fortitude by 
én affectation of delicacy, in gradually 


a i. ° . 
Teakinge to you my intelligence; I 
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proceed at once to inform you, that 
whatever you may think, and however 
your irtends miay flatter the 
Christian Observer, as it is HOW Con- 
ducted, will not, cannot prosper. 
Allow me, Sir to teil you, that your 


Ai re —e se ene . j 

yy IVTONLS sy aha raha 
1 
tne 


you 
J Jily 


3 
system Is radicu: 
error 


Lhe 2 
ol it is, that you consuit, not 
prejudices of the miilion, butihe judge 
ment of the few; thus, by sacri- 
edicnt, to 

denri your 
Various attrac- 
number of 
their iame 


and 
ficing Wiiat is pollucally exp 
what Is bis hit, 
work of the thousand 
tlons to Which the greates 
periodical publications ow 
and circulation. 

But, Sir, ict me assurc you, that an 
obslinate perseverance in your present 
plan must as a 
fatal impediment to the success of your 
undertaking : and Lam extwemely am- 
bitious of giving you a warn- 
ing, that you may 
be too late, and 
system. 

A very absu 
cumstance In your sc! 
maintenance of se 
upon all subjects. 
have you lived, not 
hundred and 
thous hat: 


In order to 


moray ve 


mecessaruyv ODei ate 


timie ly 
consider, beiove it 
wisely amend your 
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and to demonsirate 
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rate my posiuons, 
vour error, | must 
liberty to luform you, that 
certain contro- 
tous doctrine, has 
. riizans on 
‘Phe bigot 
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mocgeravuiGcn Upon 
verted points Ol ee EES 


displeased ali 
, 
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to the extremes of Calsinism abhors 
you, for supposing that an Arminian 
is any thin ter than a deist: and 
the bigotted Arminian is equally en- 
raved with you, for not agreeing wath 
him that every Cais ti madman. 
The rigid andintolerant Uieli-church- 
nan will never forgive you, for ape 
pearing Suppo Bat any man can 
possibly be saved out of the Pp: lweolh - 


own d the dissentun 


A rot too al 
for you, lor givi uch a decided pre- 


ference te our excellent, venerable, 
anda — al establishment. 

Let aiso hint to you, that the 
thors, whose ks you review, must 
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needs be almost universally dissatisfi- 
ed with you. You, forsooth, cannot 
tell us of a writer’s excellences with- 
out also disclosing his faults ; so that, 
of wholcsale unqualified praise, at your 
hands, no man can now entertain any 
reasonable expectation. You appear 
to bea total stranger to the many hap- 
py -little arts of conciliating literary 
men, especially to that of celebrating 


their merits in full-flowing strains of 


paneryric, unbroken by any ungrate- 
ful mention of errors and imperlec- 
tions.—Fie on it! oh, fie!—Youa re- 
viewer ! 

Deign, my good Sir, to accept a few 
instructions from me. I do not pre- 
tend to the merit of inventiny the ex- 
pedients which I recommend. On 
the contrary, I confess, that I have 
collected all of them from seme one 
or another of the Reviews and Maga- 
zines, in the production of which, the 
present rich, bappy, and learned age is 
so astonishingly prolific. 

In the first place, it is absolutely ne- 
cessary os you to make a decided 

choice of one side or the other, upon 
every Savaied point, especially in re- 
livious concerns. You must not sup- 
nose that (for instance) it is sufficient 
for vou to support simple Chrisuanity 
broad basis of God’s word: 
you must, if you would be read, if you 
svould shone and be popular, attach 
vourse!l closely and exciusively to some 
one peculiar human system; und when 
e done this, if you go all lengths 
with your party, call your antagonists 
by an abundance of severe appeli: \tions, 
and bespatter them, once a month, with 
plenty of wbuse, you may assure your- 
self of a host of readers, admirers, and 
patrons, even though you do not exhi- 
bit a grain ef merit In any other in- 
stance. "s 

If you should choose the Arminian 
side, you must declare, that “no per- 
son ever wroie upon the Calvinistic 
scheme hke a gentleman’—that all 
Calvinists are fatalists, necessitarlans, 
blockheads, idiots, madmen, schisma- 
tics, and republicans. f, on the con- 


upon the 


vou have 


trary, you attach yourself to the Calvin- 
istic party, you must then pronounce 
all Arminians to be 

creatures, who know 


poor, dull, blind 
nothing of the 


Gospel, and are to be held, if not burnt, 


as heretics. I presume, Sir, to vive 2 
you these hints, as I am apprehensive P 
that you may need these, and Cven c 
more, in order to putyou Into the Vy ht ’ 


and accustomed method of exercising, 
with energy, dexterity, and vivacity, : 
the rhetoric of vituperation, . 

You must also, Sir, either maintyin - 
that the Dissenters ure the only true a 
worshippers of Clirist; or plainly int. z 
mate, that they will, one and all, be jp. bic 
evitably lost. No middle course wil] “it 
be acceptable. It will not do for you 4 
to cleave to the Church yourself, und, si 
at the same time, charitably hope that = 
they, who may be educated Dissenters, T, 
or who through ignorance or pre jucice as 


/! U 


forsake the Church, or Who are ploced * 
by Providence in countries in which no of 
such Church exists, may possibly } = 
saved; for although it might be right, i. 
just, and christianlike to do so, it is not a 
—mark me, Sir—it is not politic: for Hy. 
there are certain people who will af. HH .«, 
firm, that he who allows that a Dissen. —_ 
ter can possibly be the object of the Hai. 
“covenanted mercies of God,’ must i phil 
evitably be a thorough paced Dissenter nate! 
himseif. Consider also that your mild a 
spirit of liberal toleration, however it ed, 
May Concillate the respect of the pious, HH... 
couscientious, and soberminded Dis: Mi... 
senter, will, however, be insufficient to circu 
satisfy, or please the matn body ot Sepa 
ratists. ‘To gratify them, you must not 

only tolerate, but you must encourige 

nay, you must justify their se 












them; 

ney and laud their ‘thle nee against MBLVMI 
the church, as a holy zecl for the inde a. 
pendence of man, and for the spirituar Line 
ity of religion. Whi 

In the conducting of your review, 

you must also attend to anether niece To es 
of instruction, which is to be gathered #'tveal 
from the examples of contemporary cri. MBSUCh p 
tics. The main point to be consider mm ™port 


deavor 
plish: 
Sign, | 
abilitie 
his Su 


ed, on your commencement of a crite 
que upon any work, is, whether the 
author be of your own party—if he be 
not, you must allow him no merit, and 
show him no mercy. If he de, you 


must not impute to him one fault duble 

although he may have a thousand ; and im Vhich 
an illimitable scope must be given tog tag 
all the byperbole of praise, in order PXLENSj 
ccumulate every imaginable honow - 
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ypor his head, and to exhibit him as a 


ive paragon of excellence—uas the monopo- 
ve ys: of more than human perlections, 
‘en Zi and the fit and deserving object of uni- 


sht Hi yersal idolatry. 
he, But I must close this detail of admo- 
ity, nitions, lest I tire your patience. Let 
me, however add, as a general princi- 
aln ple, that Conscientious impartiality, and 
fue HM quict moderation, may be very good 
NU BM qualisies, but they are not very profita- 
in- MM bic ones; and, therefore, if you would 
vill hrive and prosper, you must make haste 
OU BB to discard them. If you follow my ad- 
nd, BM vice, I shall entertain some hope of your 
Hat BM prowing success, But ifyou reject it— 
'8) BM ifyou prefer the solid and temperate ap- 
1c BM yrobation of the sober-minded, to the 
ced impassioned and clamorous admiration 
NO MM of ihe enthusiastic and impetuous—if 


2 BM you preter the doing good,to ihe gaining 
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be confined to the narrow circle of 
those old fashioned Christians, who 
love truth and religion for their own 
sakes ; and therefore approve and sup- 
port whoever honestly labours to ad- 
vance them, although he may neither 
have the fortune to coincide with them 
in all their prejudices, nor the complai- 
sance to encourage their failings, or 
latter their foibles. 

C—r, Oct. 1802. a. im 

To the insertion of the above letter, 
which we have received from a very 
kind, and evidently partial correspon- 
dent, we have only felt one objection; 
hamely, that it bestows on our work 
more unqualified praise, than, we fear, 
it deserves—auat the expense too of other 
publications, from the comparative 
worth of which we have no wish to de- 
rogate. We are sensible of cur own 
fallibility, and of the temptations to 
which we are exposed, as well in con- 
sequence of the opposition of enemies, 
as of the too partial approbation of 
friends. But we can assure our rea- 
ders that it wiil be our anxious wish 
not to purchase popularity by sacrific- 
ing what we deem to be the sober 
truth at the shrine of any party; and 
also to maintain still more uniformly, 
that moderation for which T. D. is 
picased to commend us. 


REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 





hy BB fime; and the promoting genuine plety, 
hot Bio the supporting a human system, or 
fot Hi the pleasing a religious party—if you 
dl Bi refuse to gratify the lovers of contro- 
ele Bi yersy, by fierce contentions; or the ad- 
the BM mirers of slander and sarcasm, by bitter 
le BM philippics—-it, in short, you are obsti- 
sl BM nately bent upon making no sacrifices 
ld topopularity ; 2nd upon pursuing peace, 
VK Bvuth,and righteousness, at all hazards ; 
“Sy you must reckon upen many a lost 
Ms: BB viend, and, I fear, a very contracted 
(10 Bcirculation: for your readers will soon 
pie 

not 

ses 

inst BLVD. Ilustrations of the Truth of the Chris- 
de- van Religion. By Epwarp MA.LtBy, b. D. 
¢ Domestic Chaplain to the Lord Bishop of 
” Lincola. Burges, Cambridge ; Rivington, 

White, and Matchard, London. 

ece [M10 establish the faith of man in the 
ved Mm evealed truths of God, is an object of 
cri. MECH yreat extensive, and even eternal 
ler- M’Mportance, that whoever zealously en- 









deavours to contribute to its accom- 
plishment, deserves praise for his de- 
sign, however moderate may be his 
abilities, and however inconsiderable 
his success. But when to such a lau- 
cable design is added an execution, 


and Me dich displays respectable talents, ad- 
) oMYtageously exeried in elaborate and 
r OMe Xtensive investigation, we fee] our- 
owfmelves called upon to render a tribute 





Christ. Obsery. No. 11. 





of applause, which few other literary 
achievements can challenge. Tosuch 
a tribute Mr. Maltby has preferred an 
honourable claim, by his * Illustrations 
of the truth of the Christian Religion.” 

After a dedication to the Bishop of 
Lincoln, in which that prelate’s “strict 
and discriminating inquiry into the pre- 
tentions of candidates for holy orders,’’ 
is placed foremost in the enumeration 
of his merits—and a Preface, in which 
the occasion and object of the work are 
briefly declared; Mr. Maltby proceeds 
to adiscussion of “the internal evi- 
dence of genuineness and authenticity 
in the books of the New Testament.’’ 
This evidence he collects from the fol- 
lowing circumstances in the evangeli- 
cal writings—* 1. Style and idiom.— 

4Z | 
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2. Minuteness of detail.—S. Absence 
of all party spirit.—4. Candour of the 
Writers,1D relating theirown fallipgs.— 
5. Agrecment of the facts, with the 
supposition of a miraculous interfe- 
rence=—-6. Unilorm preservation of 


’ . s #3 
character.’ Various other prools are 


+ 

u 
t 
a 


aricle ce teea eeu: Seve a pa pe . 
added, 66 APES ivyoOin a COM pti ison of 
. 4? . . . onlael ‘: : 
the Fenulnye Sulii tii’cS Willa tue Ape- 
var = : 1 
cryphal books. 
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second chapter. 
ed review of these prejudices, it is 
justly and ably argued, that it is in the 
highest degree improbable that an im- 
poster, who wished his impositions to 
succeed, would bave maintained, against 
such prejudices, an opposition soearly, 
So pointed, so uniform, as that 
which was by our Lord. 
The preju: ve most insist- 


ed upon, with a view this argument, 


and 
displayed 
HuCes WA 
those which arose from the high 
opinton which the 
their peculiar dignly 
their expectation of a 
with temporal sovereler 
confident persuasion of 
of the sanctions of the 


Phe following extroct irom this chap- 


are 


— 
+ 


ter, CONtaAiIIS SOR Ml pressive OvOSCrVae 
Sete ae ‘ * “>4a7 «2 ed 9° ao ¢ , wk a a ee 

lODS, and may serve as no unfavourabis 
spceciinen Of ihe stvie alc abillt y ol tire 
y 


author. 


© Tfsuch was the conduct, and such were 
the doctrines of Jess 
such were the consequences of the relision 
is to the 


IM pOS- 


is uta his 


which they published to the word, it 
iast iy not morally 
sible, that Christis 
in mistake oraru 

human scheme, 

arency, It is necessary 
Jesus being born in Judea, of Jewish parents, 
and educated in the law of Moses, must have 
felt from his infancy a profound reverence for 
that law, and imbibed, with the very air he 
breathed, a firm conviction of its divine au- 
thority, and of its sacred obligation.and un- 
changeableness. It would not be the case 
with a Jew, as with many of the heathens, 
that he iooked upon the religion of his coun- 
try as part, or wholly, untrue ; to which he 
conformed as a matter of state policy; for 
which, whether any other were substituted, 
and to which, whether anv additions were 
made, was perfectly indifferent, provided 
there was a state religion. The Jews un- 


lerr > 27 yyIryT t stiin 4 
aecree mnprsodaore, i ' 
7 well har : ene »<] 

Y¥ SPHOUIG Rave Griemate 4 
a DUE gee ogetecs ee ns 
ifwe consider it ts au 

' 
rought hurasn 


ary forus co recotiect, that 


about by 


Review of Maltby’s Illustrations of Christianity. 


's entertamed of 


Disciples, and if 
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questionably considered, and still do consige. 
their religion as delivered immediately from 
God ; they beiieved that the author of the upj. 
verse watched over its preservation; and that 
he punished or rewarded them, according ag 
they conformed to its regulations, or disobey. 
ed its injunctions. With them too, religion 
was not abstracted from civil concerns, pop 
fiom the privacy, or the engagements of do. 
mestic life ; it did not stand aloof, as it were, 
from their ordinary occupations, but it was 
entwined with their very thoughts, and inter. 
woven with ther habits; it mingled itself 
with the familiarity of social intercourse, and 
clung to the discharge of every public duty. 
With them it waseducation, morality, law,cus. 
tom, amusement, employment, rivetted by aij 
ihe ties of habit, enforced by all the sanction 
ofauthority, and combined with all the feelings 
of prejudice, A Jew wore the mark of his rej. 
pion in his body ; it formed apart of his dress. 
it was the subject of his conversation; the od. 
jectot his pride and of his atiections. He con. 
ceived its excellence to be equal to its perma. 
nence; the one, as derived from the author of 
ali rood; the other, as assured by the pro. 
mise of truth and omnipotence. He therefore 
had no more conception that it wanted im. 
provement, than that it would be temporary 
in its duration, Ue was as little disposed to 
adinit the propriety of any alteration in it, as 
ke was to believe, that its sacrifices would 
ecase, its ceremonies be abrogated, or its ten. 
ple destroved. For this he willingly encoun. 
tered the scorn and contempt of the rest of the 
world; and in defence of it, he was ready to 
lav down his hfe. 

* Surely then, it may be affirmed, thatit 
never could have entered into the head or 
heart of a mere Jew, that the law of Moses 
fell, in anv way, short of perfection; that its 
ritualinjunctions were to be abolished; thatthe 
distinction between Jew and Gentile was tobe 
utterly done away; nay, that the Gentile was 
to be admitted to the benefits of the promised 
kingdom of the Messiah, while some even of 
the once favoured children of Abraham would 
be exciuded, Far less likely were such ideas 
to occur to anv one, who should take upon 
himself the title of the expected Messiah; 
whose office was universally believed to be 
that of restoring and extending the influence 
of the Mosaic law, and erecting a temporal 
kingdom, to rule without limitation, and toe? 
dure without end.” (p. 92—95.) 


The third Chapter is occupied 14 
review of the conduct of the disciples 
of our Lord: many instances of whic: 
are shewn to be wholly inexplicable 
ipen any other principle whatsocvel 
than thatof the disciples having obtall- 
ed a thorough conviction of the trutho 
those spiritual doctrines, which they 
had received from Christ, and aftel- 
wards taught in his name; a conviction 
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which 1s the more remarkable and im- 
portant, inasmuch as it was not the Im- 
med liate result of the first evidence 
which was afforded them; but was 
tablished upon the gradual overthrow 
of repea tedly reviving doubts, and 
strony and obstinate prepossessions. 

A ‘reflection occurred to us, In our 
perusal of this chapter, which it may 
not be superfluous to record. In the 
[54th page, it Is sald, resp ecting C hrist 
and his Disciples, that “ he adapted his 
hnguare to their national ideas, and 

Verily, I say unto you, that 
have followed me, inthe re- 
ceneraiiozy When the Son of Man shall 
sit upon the throne of his glory, ye aiso 
shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.”” A note is 
subjoined, at the bottom of the page, in 

which it is observed, that le phraseolo- 
ev of this passage ts highly oriental.—Tt 
is not on the pantie epplication of 
the term, oriental, in the present in- 
stance, that we stop to remark ;* but 
onthe general exercisine 





declared, 
ye W hich 


ral necessity of 
caution in the use of it, in every in- 
siance ; especially in works which are 


* We do not see the propriety of using the 
adverb ; 66 his ot) Ly ” in this instance. 

We shall perhaps gratify some of our rea- 
cers, While w e rive a more correct view of the 
above mentioned passage of St. Matthew’s 
Gospel, by laying wie re hapsiog the a 
of Bishop ‘Hall, v 

COpacy by 
te xf, 524 s-—* 
Cameron weil 
the church ; for, us 


*y 
‘ 
— >» ] 
ic reach, "e ving Quote d t! is 
1 
i that 1S, as 
nov ation 


ine Gos- 


D e reo. nel ation, 


4 


nterprets it. in the re 
erthe state ol 


nel, the church was us new bern, and made 
anew, according to that of St. P: hs all things 
are singgroin new, alluding to the prophet Isaia! s 
ch. ixv, -1ly. And Beza himself, though 
hema die acd 1? faren ce i! rithep pointing, and there- 

oy in the constructicn, vet erants, that accord. 
Me to his second —_ the Atesiasang 3 of the 
a by Christ and his messengers, is meatt 


vthis regeneration; guia velut de integro Con- 
Gitus est ‘seundus ‘oe 4gain, he says; “the 
twelve tribes are the church; the twelve 
pretios must be their Le gpjeowe wovernors : 

er sitting shews auth mity; the re On 

“ones, eminence of power ; their sitti ine on 
rselve thrones, equality of their rule; their 
‘tting to judge, powe er and exercise of juris. 
action; their sitting to judge the twelve 
inbes © f Israe!, the universal! ty of their power 
wd jurisdiction, And what juny rment could 
his be but ecclesiastical and spiritual, (for 
ey rule they challenged not,) and what 

'rones but apostol: ‘cal, and by their deriva- 


r Sittin 
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designed for general perusal. That 
vague and indefinit application of the 
term toa whole e passage, which we have 
often witnessed, is inconvenient to most 
readers, and to some it is dangerous. 
It is znconvenient, becuuse many persons, 
and these of ne very low order as theo- 
logians, or even as scholars, when they 
are told th at the ph raseology of a pas- 


save of Scripture is ortental, are per- 
piexed in their attempt to ascertain, In 
what particulars, and to what extent, 


an allowance ts to be made for castern 
imagery and sublimity of style, in order 
to arrive at the literal sense of the pas- 
sage in Guestion :—It is daugcroxus, Since 
it may lead, as it hus led some persons, 
already predisposed to unsound op!- 
hions, to resolve into mere oriental- 
isms, all those passages of the word of 
God wisich contain doctrines net quite 
zereeable to their prejudices, or not 
perfectly comprehensible by their un- 
lerstandin zs. 

In the fourth chapter, Mr. Malthv 

takes a reneral view of “the miracics 
wrought by the Disciples during the 
life of our Lord,” and having adduced 
the proofs, that this power was confer- 
nd actually exercised ; he consi- 
ders the purposes for which it was 
bestowed, and the cffect it produces on 
the minds of the Apostles. The result 
of a well conducted discussion of these 
points, is a powerful corroboration of 
the truth of our holy religion. 
‘There are, in this chapter, some pas- 
saves, upon whi ich we deem itexpedient 
cbservations In the 
t a quotation occurs from 
Wetsteln, stating this distinction be- 
tween the prophets of the Old Testa- 
mentand Christ; that the latter bestowed 
the power of performing —— but 
the former co uld not b estow It. Mr.] 
by surgests, that to the justness of this 
alleged distinction, one exception may 
perhaps be found; for which he 
to the instan ce of Eiuah, mentioned in 
the second cha :e Second Book 
of Kings. 


red, a 


f 
to offer H 


’ 
lalt- 


‘elers 
ipter Of t tf 

We confess, that we do not 
see on what ground this instance can be 
considered asan exceptionto Wetstein’s 
distinction; since whatever may have 
been the agency or instrumentality of 
Plijah, in the communication of those 
spiritual eifts or faculties which Elisha 
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received; it scems evident, that it was 
from God, and not from Elijah, that 
those spiritual gifts ov faculties pro- 
ceeded. 

In Mr. Maltby’s view of our Lord’s 
conduct, while on earth, towards those 
who sought relicf from his divine pow- 
er, we by no means coincide. We do 
not feel at ali convinced, by the argu- 
ments which Air. Maltby employs, ‘at 
the faith, which Christ insisted ufion, 
was entitled ta remuneration, as being 
the evidence of a virtuous disposition. 
(See p. 177.) That faith was required la 
all those who solicited the exercise of 
Christv’s healing power is certain: but, 
that this faith “consisted of any thing 
more than a persuasion of Christ’s 
power to relieve thein, and a sincere 
desire to be relieved by him, is a point 
which remains to be proved. It is ob- 
servable, that Christ notices nothing; 
he admires and applauds nothing, in 
those who presented themselves to him, 
on these occasions, but their fazth. 

We contess, likewise, that we do nog 
“ see that the facts recorded, concern- 
ing the origin and progress of the 
Christian dispensation, warrant us in 
asscriing an high degree of moral ex- 
cellence for those who submitted their 
erroncous opinions to the doctrines of 
Jesus, and bade defiance to pain and 
contumely, in order to embrace a life of 
mortification and self-denial, of repen- 
tance and amendment.’’ (p- 183.) It 
would, in our apprehension, be more 
correct, more consistent with the serip- 
tural representation of man’s natural 


depravity, to represent a high degree of 


moral excellence, rather as the result of 
‘2 submission to the doctrines of Jesus,” 
than as a disposing cause of such sub- 
mission; and rather as the fruit or con- 
sequence of having “embraced a life of 
mortification and self-denial, of repen- 
tance and amendment;’’ than as a pre- 
cxisting requisite or motive to the em- 
bracing such a life. 

We are sorry to observe in the fore- 
mentioned, and one or two other pas- 
sages of this chapter, expressions which 
countenance an idea we should be glad 
to think the author does not really en- 
tertain, and did not intend to sanction, 
being no less opposed to scripture than 
to the articles of our church, which is, 


[ Nor, 


that good and virtuous dispositions eXist 
antecedent to any operation of divine 
grace upen the heart. We should be 
glad also to ascribe to inadvertency, 
the occurrence of the very objections. 
ble phrase of men, “deserving the 
favour of God by faith and obedience,” 
(p. 193.) 

The subject proposed for discussion 
in the fifth chapter, is “ the Scheme of 
the Gospel :”? ia tracing which, Mr, 
Maltby particularly notices * the diffe. 
rence between the mode and extent of 
Chrisvs preaching, and that of his 
Apostles 7? and satisfactorily shews, 
that the difference, instead of furnish. 
ing, as a Chubb and Bolingbroke sup. 
posed, an objection to the credibility 
of the Christian revelation, supplied 
a very powerful confirmation of it. We 
were much pleased with the manner in 
which this subject is illustrated, and 
with the ingenuity which appears in 
some purts of this chapter, and the 
perspicuity which characterises the 
whole of it. 

One short passage struck us, how. 
ever, as containing an expression which 
scems to us to partake of the inaccu- 
racy already animadverted upon. He 
says, (p. 211) that Christ “ expressly 
declared thatit would be almost impos 
sible for the great men of the world to 
render themselves worthy of admission 
into his kingdom.” We here observe 
an instance of the disadvantage of de- 
parting unnecessarily from scriptaril 
language, in expressing scripturd 
truths. Had Mr. Maltby given our 
Lord’s declaration respecting the difh. 
culty with which *€ they that have riches 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven,’ 
in the words which our Lord employed; 
he would have escaped the incorrect 
expression which he has here used: for 
incorrect we must certainly consider it; 
inasmuch as itis not only almost, but 
altogether eigenen for either the 
rich or poor to render themselves wor 
thy of admission into the kingdom d 
heaven—a kingdom into which, if we 
are admitted, it must be through the 
grace of God, for the sake of the wor 
thiness of him who opened this king 
dom to all believers: and for which we 
must be prepared by the sanctifying 
influences of his Holy Spirit. 
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The sixth chapter presents us with 
, masterly display of illustrations of the 





oath of the Gospel, drawn from a con. 
ten phe ion of the moral character of our 
biecsed Lord. Aftersome preliminary 


poseevations, the opinions of writers 
the Christian cause are no- 
id at the same thme occasion is 
akep to meet an objection, which Is fre- 
pi apa ‘Inst the solidity and 

of there conclusions ; and 
“place, concessions upon this 
porns point are produced from tie 
writings of Vaninus, Chubb, Boling- 
broke, 4 rng: Voltaire, Paine, Gib- 
bon, and Lequinio ; from whence it is 
shown, that wl the hypotheses which 
have been ‘framed to account for the 
origin of Christian religion, inde- 
pendently ofits truth, will be found ut- 
terly irreconcileable with the acknow- 
ledged excellence of Christ’s moral 
character. 

In the 243d page, Mr. Maitby, after 
asserUne the incontrovertibility of the 
couclustons which Law,and Witte, and 
Newcombe, have drawn in favour of 
the exemplary virtue of our Lord ; 


acl lo . 
éeGdcs ° 


os 
the 


‘Nor should the vulgar consideration, that 
these Writers were priests, and therefore in- 
terested in drawing the conclusions for which 
they have contended, detract from the weight 
of their observations, or the soundness of their 
arcuments. If, as priests, they be supposed 
to lean towards the cause of a profession, 
which is sometimes attended with emolument 
distinction; yet the mere wish to serve a 
cause would not enable them to 
stablish a position, which must look for sup- 
ort to a series of historical testimony. It 
‘ould not enable them to wrest facts to their 
urpose, which are inscribed inthe unvarying 
ecoras of nast ages ; it would not enable them 
Osunpress or distort evidence, which is in. 
erspersed in the writings of men of every 
arty and of every country; it would not ena- 
ble them to produce those internal marks of 
tuthand nature, to which they have appealed 
N confirmation of their opinions. Nothing 
uit conviction could have impelled so many 
titers tohandle the same subject, to place it 
Nsomany different lights, to support it with 
wh unaflected zeal, and such overpowering 
'suments, We may moreover remark, that 
ot merely priests of an established church, 
Klose situation sometimes leads to wealth 
nd consequence ; but priests of every sect— 
rests who have nothing to expect but oppo- 


tion, if they are known; or poverty, if they 


Review of Maltby’s Illustrations of Christianity. 








725 


are not known—nay priests, who have alto- 
gether abandoned their profession—men, in 
short, of the most discordant views and hos- 
tile sentiments, have still supported with uni- 
form conviction, and maintained with unvary- 
ing ardour, the truth of the Christian Cis- 
pensation.” 


In another part of this chapter, Mr. 
Maltby has stated, that our Lord dis- 
played a vigorous and fervent spirit of 
picty; and that he exercised and incul- 
cated an entire resignation to the will 
of God, and an implicit submission to 
his picasure; says— 

‘© To suppose that Jesus assumed a ficti- 
tious commission, and forged imaginary cre- 
dentials from this supreme Being; that he 
poured forth his soul in prayer to hun, whose 
name he was daily prostituting to his own 
vain or selfish purposes; that he continually 
exhorted his followers to reverence and obey 
him, whom he himself was dishonouring by a 
system of fraud; that he acknowledged him 
as the almighty author of a dispensation,which 
he himself was endeavour ing to abrogate ; the 
omniscient framer of laws, for which he in- 
tended to substitute the fruits of hts own in- 
vention ; this is surely to suppose him guilty 
of the blackest hypocrisy, as well as impiety. 
Yet this charge is plainly implied against the 
reputation of the blessed Jesus by those, who 
contend that he was engaged in a scheme of 
imposture. This charge, however, as well as 
all the others, which tend to impeach the in- 
tegrity of his principles, or the purity of his 
motives, is directly contradicted by the whole 
tenor of his life; ofa life spent in the exercise 
of his duties to God and man; ofa life which, 
according to the concessions of the very men 
who urge the charge, itself repels and con- 


futes it.” (p. 260.) 
The following extract contains a 


very interesting and pleasing observa- 
lion : 


It was the remark of a great judge of 
life, that the most celebrated and distin. 
guished characters never appeared so estima- 
ble to those, who had an opportunity of ap- 
proaching them more nearly, and of observing 
them more narrowly; as when the caution, in- 
duced by the presence of spectators, was re- 
moved; and the exertion, occasioned by the 
desire of gaining: applause, no longer continu- 
ed. Such aclose and frequent inspection of 
the human conduct serves, like the power of 
an optical glass, to discover that which is la- 
tent, to enlarge that which is minute, and to 
deform that which is beautiful. If however 
we apply the observation, which is so gene- 
rally true of human nature, te the narratives 
which contain the actions of Jesus, his charac- 
ter, even when subjected to this close inspec- 
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tion, shews a lustre equally unbroken, and a 
beauty equally regular. Admitted to all the 
familiarity of social intercourse, partners of 
his retirement, and witnesses of his most try- 
ing hours, the Apostles relate every incident 
without disguise ; and from them we lave a 
series of facts, clearly illustrating the habits, 
and completely developing the character of 
their friend and master. Yet, amidst all this 
variety of sitnation and accuracy of detail, the 
only impressions, left upon the mind of aa un- 
prejudiced reader, are those of afiection and 
veneration for tLe transcendental virtues of 


Jesus Christ.” (p. 266.) 


The object of the seventh chanter Is 
to “examine Mr. Godwin’s misrepre- 


entation of the Christian Religion. end 
the character of its <a aide 7. 
cr 


charges brought forward by this half 
read unbeliever, are reduced to the fel- 
lowing particulars :— 

Ist. The bigotry and intolerance, 
sanctioned by the doctrines of the Chris- 
tian religion. 

2dly. The improper and unwarranta- 
ble stress laid upon faith. 

Sdly. Certain moral defects in the 
character of Jesus. 

Yo the manner in which Mr. Maltby 
has confuted the first and last of these 
charges, great praise is due, and no 
ception can be made. But, with the 
means which he has adopted, for re- 
moving the force of the second charge, 
we acknowledge ourselves to be greatly 
dissatisfied. 

In support of his second charge, 
namely, that of an tmpropfier and uvnwar- 
rantable stress being laid upon faith, in the 
Gospel of Christ, "Mr. Godwin had said, 
“It is the characteristic of this reli- 
gion, to lay the utmost stress upon 
faith. Its central doctrine is contained 
in this short maxim, He that believeth, 
shall be saved; and he that believeth 
not, shall be damned.” 

Upon this, Mr. Maliby observes— 
‘ From the manner in which this text 
is introduced, as well as from what fol- 
lows, itis apparent that this writer af- 
fixes to the word damned the vulgar 
sense it has obtained in the English 
language. Now certainly a writer, so 


ardent In his professions for the cause 
of truth as Mr. Godwin, is the very last 
person, who ought to support any posi- 
tion, and particularly one of such inh- 
nite consequence, by the misapplication 


ofatranslation. Surely he might haye 
known, and knowing, he ought to haye 
stated, that neither aisevras, NOP cufy. 
TeTat, NOY xaranelyrercs, has the narrow 
and confined sense, which is necessary 
for the support of his argument. That 
they who reject the Gospel, when pro- 
posed to them with suitable evidence, 
willbe exposed to condemimation ; whilg 
those, who receive and practise it, wil] 
ensure a blessing, is certainly the po- 
sition, and the only position, Contained 
in this passasre.”’ “ What the con. 
cdempation thus incurred is, we are not 
precisely informed in this text, &c” 
(p. 300.) 
‘yor these, and other 


wet © 


succeeding 
observe ions, it wt old appear, that Mp, 
Maliby is inclined to adopt the dange. 
rous and unwarranted opintoa, that in 
the text quoted by Mr. Godwin, th 
words saved and damned Co not mean 
eternal hapfiness and eternal fiunishment, 
—We think, and are persuaded, that 
they do: and for the yustincation of this 
persuasion, it may be sufficient to pre- 
duce atext, parallel to tie one In ques. 
tion, which occurs . the close of the 
third chapter of St. John; in which 
our Lord says, “ te that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life, and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on 
him.” Tiere everlasting Ufc is declared 
to be the portion of him that dclieveth; 
apd with regard to the fate of him who 
believeth noty surely if any words 1 
Scripture express everlasting damné 
tion, or the punishment of heil, it is ex 
pressed in the plirase, “ he s/all not set 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." 
That Mr. Godwin’s notion of the 
scriptural meaning: of fui‘ was very ili: 
adequate, is extremely probable ; “and 
had Mr. Maltby, after explaining this 
term, proceeded to justify that stress 
which certainly is laid upon faitiy in the 
Gospel of Christ, as being neithe: 
“improper” nor “ unwarrantable,”’ he 
would have done all which appears te 
us to have been necessary for the coi 
futation of Mr. Godwin’s charge. 
Mr.Maltby has quoted a passage from 
Rosenmuller, containing a comimecil 
upon the leading expressions contuinel 
In the text in question,which Mr. Malt 
by considers as strengthening his ow! 
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observations. In this opinion, we fel 
ourselves unable to acquiesce.—On the 
contrary, the comment of Rosenmuller 
<eems to us So Satisfactorily to support 
the view we have taken, that we cannot 
vefrain from subjoining it. 
| ‘CQ) WigcvuTasg “os saa tices is | Out religio- 
wig mew doctrinam susceperit, et bafitismo 
» ei obstrinaerit. Murrevew hic, ut sepie, 
genificat religionts doctrinam cognitam 
uscinere cum assensu, et constant firofio- 
gio studiogue praceplis cjus odsequendi. 
Vid. Act. il. 44, iv. 32. xvi. $4. Tit. 
a 8. Sf4ine iftsa nis doctrina no- 
Tim. iv. 1. _— Jud. 
ver. Sy hic wissvsw idem 
juod peaebytever bees, discrhulum 
que Christt ficriy Matt. xxv. 19, 
a, Salutem consequetur ; liberabitur 
a fia nis fetcatorumy & suflerstitione, erro- 
ribus et Vitus ; VErIUalls, 
ed veram virtutem et felicitatein eternain 
nervendet. Hee enim oimita ista vox coine 
tlecti solet. o d¢ wzrisyoas| Non cutem 
eredens Evanerelio, quod iftst annunciatum 
fuerit. naranpibnrercs | Retentione pfiecca- 
torumyet suppliciis aternis majoribius, guam 
que eos manent, guibus hac doctrina non 


( leu é 
yanatur wists | 

3] 90. Fest igiiur 
iia eim- 


Cwes- 


ad cognitionem 


est Qnnunciate. 

We must not conclude our account 
of the chapter under consideration, with- 
out mentioning the energy, animation, 
and point, which are displayed in the 
passage, In which the Author exposes 
the conduct of Mr. Godwin, in espous- 
ine the cause of those prejudiced, self- 
ish, bigotted, and hy pocritical persecu- 
tars, the Scribes and Pharisees, in op- 
position to the just and holy indigna- 
ton of Jesus Christ. 

The cighth and last chapter of this 
valuable and interesting work contains 
“a View of the Defects of the Evidence 
in favour of the Mahometan Religion :’ 
the expediency of which view arises 
vom the success of the Arabian impos- 
tor having been confounded, by the de- 
Sitning or the unthinking, with the 
success which attended the propagation 
of the Gospel. Mr. Maltby adverts to 
some of the most discriminating cir- 
cumstances under which the prophet 
of Arabia was enabled to execute his 
portentous designs, which he collects 
from unquestionable sources of infor- 
mation. And in order to discover the 
marked and distinct lines of separation 
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between the preaching of the Gospel 
and the propagation of the Coran, he 
considers, Ist. The peculiar circuim- 
stances of the times in which Mahomet 
appeared; 2dly. The temper and ge- 
nius of the people to whom he addres- 
sed himself; and 3dly. His own natu- 
ral and acquired advantages. 

Of the observations contained in this 
chapter, some appear to be novel, many 
to be striking, and all to be just. The 
uniform result of them is a confirma- 
ion of the divine authority of the Gos- 
pel. By the combination of decp his- 
torical research with acute and _ solid 
argumentation, the records of Maho- 
metan imposture are made to furnish 
new evidence of the excellency and truth 
of Christianity ; and thus the lustre, 
which the artifice of a bold deceiver, 
and the superstitious credulity of his 
followers, have united to throw around 
the crescent, scrves only to irradiate 
the superior glories of the cross. 

In closing our review of this work, 
we are reminded of the feelings with 
which we closed our perusal of it, 
They were those of respect for the au- 
thor of it, and an increased conviction of 
the truth of that religion, which he has 
so successfully endeavoured to illus- 
trate. It has been our wish to recom- 
mend this work to the perusal of our 
readers, by a summary account of its 
contents, and a just display eof its 
merits. At the same time, we have 
stated our objections to the justness of 
some of the author’s sentiments and 
the accuracy of some of his expressions: 
and in doing this, we felt no reserve or 
hesitation, since we have had reason 
piven us to belicve, that our remarks 
referred to a man, who would expect 
at our hands, candid criticism, and not 
unqualified panegyric ; and who would 
infinitely prefer the advancement of the 
interests of truth, by a faithful correc- 
tion of his errors, to the obtaining from 
us, or from any man, the very question- 
able praise, of having been the author 
ofa faultless preduction. 





LIX. The Evidence for the Authenticity and 
Divine Inspiration of the Apocal; pse stated ; 
and vindicated from the Objections of the late 


Professor I. D. Michaeiis; in Letters acd- 
dressed to the Reverend Herbert Marsh, BD. 
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FF. &. S. London, Hatchard, 

1802. 

Tus seasonable publication will afford 
us the opportunity, which we should 
have been happy to have taken eariler, 
of applying something of a corrective 
to the rash liberties which the German 
critic has taken with the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, and of expressing, In rather 
stronger terms, the censure which we 
passed upon his celebrated periorm- 
ance, the translation of which into our 
own language has been lately complei- 
ed by Mr. Marsh.* Although the ar- 
gument contained in this work applies 
but to one book in the Sacred Canon, 
the result of it will justly extend to the 
criticisms of Michaelis on all the rest; 
and whatever deference the reader 
muy be disposed to pay to the authority 
of so profound a scholar on the very 
subject of bis profession, he will sus- 
pect that the evidence upon which 
ether books are rejected or questioned, 
has as little foundation as that which 
has produced the reyection ef the Apo- 
calypse. The anonymous author has 
discovered so much candour and good 
sense in the prosecution of his object, 
that we have no doubt a due regard 
wili be paid to bis arguments by the 
person to whom they are particularly 
uddressed ; and that the learned trans- 
Jutor of Michaelis, when he completes 
his notes upon that author, will give 
his readers reason to forin a very dif- 
ferent conclusion concerning the book 
in question, from that to which the ori- 
ginal work would lead them. 

The letters, of which the work now 
to be examined is composed, are ten in 
number, ‘Tie first professes high re- 
spect for the character and talents of 
Mr. Marsh; the second lays down the 
method which the author intends to 
pursue in his proposed inquiry, and 
which, in cur opinion, ts distinguished 
not more by its judiciousness than by 
its originality. 

“Inthe following letters,” says he, (p. 4) 
** 7 propose to review the evidence which has 
been adduced, for the authenticity and divine 
inspiration of the Apocalypse ; to add thereto 
some few collections of my own, and occa- 


Svo. pp. 93. 





— —— -___ 


* See our review of that work, Number 
VIL. p. 435 et seq. 
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| Nor, 


sionally to make remarks on those obsersg. 
tions of Michaelis, which tend to invalidate jr, 

* This evidence divides ttsclf into exterpg/ 
and internal. ‘Yhe external 1s, that whieh jg 
demved from credible witnesses, from the 
early writers and fathers of the Church. ‘yh 
muternad is, that which results from a Perisal 
of the book.” 

Aiter observing that Michaelis seems 
to huve approached the external yj. 
dence for the Apocalypse with a pre. 
judice against it, derived from his 
opinion of its internal evidence; and 
that he had himself experienced tyo 
Opposite prepossessions upon the sub. 
ject originating from the same cause, 
by the iret of which he was tempted 
tu depreciate, by the second to over. 
vaine the external evidence, he pro. 
ceeds—— 

“Hut in our examination of the external 
evidence we ought, so far as human infirmity 
may permit, to be free from any such nartiall. 
tv; and to forget, for a sesson, our previous 
conceptions of the weight of its evidence in. 
ternal. The two evidences, external and inter. 
nal, should be kept apart; they should not be 
suffered to incorporate ; each should be con. 
sidered with reference to itself only. After 
which separate examination, they may useful. 
ly and properly be brought together, and be 
allowed their due influence upon each other,” 


Agreeably to this rule, the originall 
ty of which principally consists in the 
distinctness with which it is laid down, 
and the prominency and importance 
which are given to it, the author enters 
first upon a view of the external evi- 
dence: and the first point which he 
endcavours to establish by that evidence 
is, the ime when the book in question 
was written. Here he justly gives the 
preference to the testimony of Irenaus, 
which, in opposition to a novel inter 
pretation of that tesumony by Michae- 
lis, he makes it evident, refers the apo- 
calyptical vision to the latter part of 
Domitian’s reign. With Miuil and 
Lardner, therefore, and other critics, 
he places the date of the Apocalypse 
in the year 96 or 97. 

In his fourth letter our author writes: 


« Having ascertained the time in which tie 
Apocalypse was written, we may proceed to 
review the external evidence, which affects 
its authority ; for we shall now be enabled 
appreciate such testimony, by considering tts 
approximation to the time when the book was 
published.” 
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He then sets himself to state the evi- 
dence which the early Christian writers 
aford to the authenticity of the Apoca- 
jypse, and, Wansgresslog a little — 
ch) yonological order, produces for his 
frst testimony Ireneus. Tor this ir- 
reculartiy, however, he makes a suffi- 
cient apology by observing—*“ There 
sre many tesumonies which, in point 
oftime, are antecedent to this of Ire- 
Tha so comprchensive, so 
positive, and direct.’ (p. 21.) Indeed, 
from the intimacy which subsisted be- 
tween iim and Polycarp, he may not 
im) prop perly be considered as represent- 
» the testimony of the latter. And 
' what estimation that testtm pany 1s to 
be held may be determined from the 
circumstance that Polycarp had con- 
versed with St. John, and was by the 
sane Apostle ordained to the see of 
one of the cities parucularly addressed 
inthe apocalypse.* The rest of the 
testimonies in favour of that book, are 
adduced in chronological order; and 
lvnatius stands at the head of them. 
Tie supposed silence of this bishop 
and martyr, upon the subject of the 
Apocalypse, induced Michaelis to 
rechon upon him as ap evidence against 
it: but it is well replied, that the cir- 
cumstances under which the only au. 
thentic writings of Ignatius were pen- 
ned would of themselves be sufficient 
toaccount for his silence, even suppos- 
In r him to have admitted the authen- 
icity of the controverted book. Ile 
was a prisoner,’ says the letter writer, 
“upon travel, guarded by a band of 
suidiers, Whom, for their ferocity, he 
compares to leopards, and by them 
hurried forward in his passage from 
Antioch to Rome, there to be devour- 


veus, but none 


ed by wild beasts.” (p. 23.) Regular 
aid exnlicit references to books of 
Scripture could hardly be expected 


under such circumstances; yet unfa- 
as those circumstances were, 
there are some expressions made use 
of | by the martyr, which can hardly be 
interpreted on any other supposition, 
than that he had seen, and acknowle dg- 


ed, the authenticity of the Apocalypse : 
‘the allusions, at -least, are so prob: ible, 


*See Eus. Hist. Ecc. v. 20, or Christian 


suede No. IX. p. 567. col. 1. note, and 


ert. de Pres. § xxxi. 
Christ. Obsery. No. 11. 
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as to render it an assertion altogether 
unjustifiable, that Ignatius is silent up- 
on the subject. Some instances our 
author has produced, and Jortin will 
supply an addition of two to the list.* 
The testimony of Ignatius is followed 
by those of Polycarp, Papias, and Jus- 
tin Martyr; Athenagoras, the Gallic 
churches, Melito, and Theophilus; 
Apoilonius, Clemens of Alexandria, 
and Tertullian. 

These writers, together with Hippos 
lytus and Origen, are exhibited, ac- 
cording to their respective dates, ina 
biographical chart, that the reader may 
at one view be able to estimate the 
weight and value of the evidence ad- 
duced. And during this period, the 
author observes, there is not one wri- 
ter, no father, no ecclesiastical author, 
who seems to have questioned the au- 
thenticity of the Apocalypse. Yet there 
was ground then for the same obyec- 
tions, which afterwards induced some 
persons to reject it, in the third and 
fourth centuries. (p. 39.) Certain Acre- 
tics, however, rejected it. OF that 
number was Marcion. But it is justly 
observed, that while, by this mean, he 
‘stablishes the existence of the book, 
his Known character secures it against 
any injurious consequence from his re- 
jection of it. The Alogi likewise, a 
sect which derived its name from an 
aversion to the term Logos, denied the 
divine authority of the Apocalypse, and 
attributed it to Cerinthus. But their 
rejection of that book deserves as little 
regard as the unreasonable prejudice 
upon which it was founded. 

Letter the seventh details the exter- 
a! testimony which is obtained from 
Hippolytus and Origen in favour of the 
part of Scripture, whose authority is 
here defended; and the evidence upon 
the subject is summed up in the follow- 
ing words: 

“JT shall now request my readers to review 
the the biographical chart presented to them 
in page 38. They will there observe, that by 


the addition which is made to the writers of 


the second century, by the testimonies of Hip- 
polytus and Origen, the evidence is carried 





* Remarks on Ecc. History, vol. 1. pp. 37— 
59, where the author professes to collect some 
allusions to Scripture in Ignatius, not to be 
found in the margin of the Patres Apostedics 
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down 150 years from the first publication of 
the Apocalypse. This evidence is abundant, 
(surprisingly so, considering the mysterious 
nature of tue book); it is constant and unin- 
derrupted. At no time does it depend upon 
any sitigle testimony: many writers testify at 
the same period; and these wilnesses are 
nearly ail the great names of ecclesiastical 
antiquity. To thelr evidence, which is tor 
the most part posit ive and ex; —" no contra- 
dictery testtmony of an external kind has been 
opposed (p. 47, 18.) 

“Upon the whole,” he ack Is, 
examiner cannot but perceive, that the exter- 
nal evidence for the authenticity divine 
Inspiration of the Apocalypse is of preponde- 


“the candid 


and 


rating weight; and Uiat Michaelis is by no 
means justifiable in representing it, when 
placed in the sesle against the contrary evi- 


dence, as suspended in equipuise. It is a 
complete answer to the assertions of ius third 
secuion, to affirm, (and we now see that we 
can truly affirm it) that the authenticity of 
the book was Lever the Church, 
during the first century aiter it was publish- 
ed.” (p. 49.) 

In the eighth 
testimonies of subsequent writers, and 
as affording ex/erzal evidence in favour 
of the Apocalypse, even its impugner, 
Dionysius of Alexandria, forms ene wd 
the number. And with respect to the 
supposed rejection of it by Luther, the 


doubted by 


letter are discussed the 


autnor observes, 

‘THe Cuvrecnw oF ENGLAND was blessed 
with the privilege of settling her articles, and 
her canon of Scripture, at a iater period; ata 
time when the testimonies of the ancients, con- 
cerning the books of Scripture, were more ac- 
curately ascertained, and when the first crude 
nm ae 
by the progress of time 


notions of the honest retormers had be: 
turediato saie opinions, 
andtruth. 'uatthe Church of England! 
hesitation to place the book of Apocal 
her sacred canon; and, { 
will continue her 
mretragable reasons fur retaining it.” (pp. 61, 
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be considered ; and the inquiry, under 
this view, the author represents as two- 
fold—Ist. Whether frora the 
form { 


liternal 


Peive 
cal 


. 


A _ 
rs pe sae 
: 


and charactcr ol 
lypse, it appears to be a book of divine 
Inspiration. 2diy. \Whether it appears 
to have been written by the he yf 
John. Here itis justly admitted, that 
the disagreement of writers upon the 
interpretation of the prophecies, con- 


tained ia the book under examination, 


C 


prevent the fufilment of those prophe- 
cies from being produced as un argu- 
although 


ment in its favour: to those 
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who are convinced that they have, in , 
considerable degree, been fufilled, the 
argument is decisive. The inquiry, 
there ‘fore, is confined to points in which 
there is a more general agreen rent; 
such as the doctrines exhibited, and the 
images presented in the Apocalypse, 
These mey be compared with other parts 
of Scripture undoubtedly canonical, and 
a rational ee oi aninternal kind, 
may be deduced. The observation 
which our panera professes to haye 
made himself upon this subject, is en. 
titled to consideration. 


“As IT am not altogether unpractised jp 
these researches, T feel myself justified in 
making this general assertion, that, apon com. 
paring the Apoce alypse with the acknowleds. 
ed books of divine Scripture, I have almost 
universally found the very same notions, im. 
‘epresentations, and divine lights, 
other Sacred Sc ripture S35 ye t not delgvered i) 
such a manner, be apparenily copied 
from other inspired writers, but from some 
ongimal prototype, the same which these other 
writers also seem to have copied. ‘There is, 
in short, between the writer of the Apoca. 


‘ a. ie 
ages, 1 as in 


as to 


lypse, and his predecessors in the sacred of. 
fice of prophet, that concordia discors, that 
arreement in matter, but diflerence in man. 


ner, which is observed tn painters, who de. 
lineate and colour in different stations from 
the same original object; and this will be 
allowed to be a strong internal evidence of the 
divine original of the Apocalypse.” (p. 64.) 


doctrines of this sacred book 
ise vindicated, and proved to 
to the reneral tenor of 
To the olb- 

inswer Is ob- 


The 
are likewi 
be con renee ible 
acknowledged Scripture, 
jection of obscurity, the 
vious and decisive, ‘fhe exceptions 
which were made to this book in 
the third century by Caius, a presbyter 
of Rome, and are detailed in the writ. 
ines of Dionysius of Alexandria, are 
considered under five heads, and their 
invalidity 1s demonstrated. This ex. 
amination occupies the greater part of 
the last letter. And after some obser 
vations designed to prove that the au- 
thor of the Apocalypse is the same 
person asthe Apostle and Evangelist 
of the same name, the writer of this 
vindication concludes: 


first 


“We may, therefore, I trust, fairly con 
clude, that to the impreenable hcee of exter: 
nal evidence, which ates been seen to protect 
the divine claiins of the Apocalypse, a consid: 
erable acquisition of internal evidence may be 
added; or, atleast, that this avenue, by which 
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ig overthrow has been so often attempted, is 
otso unguarded as its adversaries imagine. 


« But the grand bulwark of its inte mal CVie- 


Jence has not yet been sufficiently explored. 
The diligence of future inguirers will, L trust, 
evince to the world, from a direct proof of the 
yetual accomplishment of the apocalyptical 
yroplecies, that the work is from God. 

“In the mean time, we may trust for its 
protection to those forces stationed in the oute 
works, whic h it has been our present object 
t ? (pp: 90, 91.) 

Ja thus extending our remarks upon 
‘his Work, we have been influenced 
more by its importance than its bulk. 
We consider it as Important, not only 
becuuse it rescues from undeserved 
condemnation a very valuable part of 
the sacred volume, but more especial- 
jy, because its influence wiil extend to 
the whole body wows ical scripture, 
and will serve as a check to the teme- 
rity of the fiiemene Prolessor in other 
instancés. We much regret that that 
eminent critic has so frequently em- 
ployed his great authority to discredit 
va Wous parts of that sac red colle ction, 
shich the Christian world fromthe be- 
ee have, with much deliberation, 
cons ented to receive as dictated by the 

Ine s spirit ; ; and we hope that his work 
vil produce its own remedy, by excit- 
ing, in this country, such a spirit of ra- 
tional inquiry upon subjects of biblical 
literature, as will enable us to detect 
the fallacy of his novel and dangerous 
opinions. Considering the paucity of 
ue materials with which we are fur- 
wished by the early Christian authors, 


isa 4 
wio had something else to do than to 


; reve 7W 


writIngs, scanty as 
‘nomuch diminished 

'y the ravages of persecution, it Is real- 
yamatter of surprise that their testi- 
lionies, still extant, to the exclusive 
hovtiv of those scriptures which we 


rite. and whose 


were, have bee 


‘ive as Canonical and divine, are so 
and suatistactory as we = find 
mm to be. And we are 


ACCISIVE 
persuaded 
to any one who approaches the 


uoject without prejudice, and is pos. 


ssedof the information necessary to 


mtile him to give ap opinion upon it, 


-Wil appear that the circumstances of 
“ce evidence which we possess on the 


tot the canon of the New Testa- 


eucht, are just such asthe known histo- 


a ol the primitive church would lead 
“Ss to expect, supposing, that the books 
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of the New Testament were the au- 
thentic productions of their professed 
authors; and which is a separate and 
a farther inquiry, that they were inspir- 
ed productions. Should it be alleged, 
in disparagement of their pretensions, 
that many spurious writings were pub- 
lished in the first ages under the names 
of the gunna’ and that the primitive 
Christians made litle or no distinction 
between the one and the other; fora de- 
cisive evidence of the falsehood of this 
representation: we desire to refer our 
readers to the very valuable work of 
Jones on the canonical authority of the 
New Testament.* They will there see 
that a wide distinction was always kept 
up between the spurious and genuine 
Scriptures; and from the very exis- 
tence of the former they will find cause 
to conclude that there must have been 
some originals which they were intend- 
ed toimitate: all false pretensions im- 
plying some that are true. 

It may serve in some degree to con- 
firm the representation, here given, of 
the caution, which the primitive Chris- 
tians exercised with respect to their 
Scriptures, to produce a solemn form of 
adjuration, found in a note at the close 
ofa workof Irenzus, not now extant. 
“Tadjure thee,’ “says he,” who trans- 
cribest this book, by our Lord Jesus Christ, 


fpearance, when he 


and by his glorious a 
* «We take this opportunity of exposing 
of Dr. Priestley’s hardihood of 
which we do not remember to have 
In his Letters to Dr. Hor- 
produces the authority of 
favourite o pinio n of 
ity of the Nazarenes and the Ebion- 
ites. ‘Lhe run ning title is what he particularly 
must be confessed, was in 
he Doctor’s true method of carefully looking 
throug) books. Dr. Worsley, however, not 
having seen the work of Jones, which, before 
its re-impression at Oxford, was become very 
had not the means of contradicting his 
Rut who would ima. 
concerning the 
mentioned, in 
which Toland was Dr. Priestley’s predeces- 
yvonpimon which Jones under- 
takes to confute? See New and Full Method, 
&eo voli. pp. S09, 310. particularly vol. iii. p. 
139. Oxford ed. Inthe last niace referred to, 
the author writes, speaking of the Nazarenes 
te@h they were certainly 
two dhiterent sects (and not the samme persons, 
as Mr. Toland, according to his old way ot 
blundering, would have thee io be), &c.” 


one instance 
asscruon, 
ever been noticed. 
slev (p. 235.) he 
Jones as confirming his 
the ident 


refers to. This, it 


scarce, 
opponent's uss rion 
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gine after all, that the opinion 
lientitv of the two sects above 


sor. is the very 
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shall yudge the quick and the dead, that 
thou compare what thou transcribest, and 
correct it carefully by this copy from which 
thou transcribvest it, and likewise that thou 
transcride this adjuration, and insert it in 
thy copy”? ‘Vhis is recorded by Euse- 
bius, as he himself ailirms, to hold up 
to the admiration of his ave the illus- 
trious example of care and vigilance 
exhibited by the primitive Clhristians.* 


— ee 


LA. Remarhs on “Michaelis’s Introduction to 
the New Testament, vols. LIT. IV. Trans- 
dated by the Rev. Herbert Marsh, and auz- 
gnented with Notes.’ By way of Caution to 
Students in Divinity. 8vo.pp. 43. London, 
White. 1602. 


etters to the Anonymous Author of Remarks 
on Michaelis, and bis Commentator, relating 
especially to the Dissertation on the Origin 
and Composition of our Three Virst Cano- 
wucal Gospels. By Lenpert Marsu, B.D. 
F.R.S. Fellow of St. John’s College, Cam- 


bridge, 8vo. pp. 39. London, Rivingtons, 
1802, 


Tur former of these pamphlets pro- 
poses to guard students in divinity 
against what the anonymous author 
conceives to be, the injurious tendency 
of some purts of the work of Michaelis, 
and the notes of his Translator, espe- 
clally the Dissertation of the latter, on 
the Origin and Composition of our 
‘Three Virst Canonical Gospels. The 
author prefaces his examination of this 
work by a just commendation of criti- 
cal researches which, nevertheless, he 
represents with equal justice as being, 
When pursucd to excess, lable te sume 
abuse, and attended with some danger. 


“ They are so,” he adds, ‘if we suffer the 
mind to be too much led away with them, and 
to be drawn off from greater objects ; an error 
which it is always apt to incurfrom becoming 
enamoured of its own present pursuits, and 
wholly engrossed by them. Let us consider 
that the general perfection and authority of 
the Scriptures depend upon other arguments, 
and stand, I trust, upon so firm a basis, as not 
to be shaken, though multitudes of such little 
circumstances should remain unaccounted for. 
It is satisfactory to the divine and the scholar 
to clear them up; but if we sufler embarrass- 

* us. Hist. Ecc. hb. v. cap.xx. Kas raure 
@pertua@s Tpss excuvov rcracx 4a, ug? imay T2 bsc- 
CUTI, WS AY Ey cheesy APIS OV TTSIRLITATUS ETs~- 
fAEAELLS TEE APY AIS EXEES KALE CYTWS bEeES ay- 
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ments arising from hence so to dwell upon our 
minds as to teach us to think less reverently 
of the sacred books than before, I think I may 
venture to say, that we raise them above thej, 
proper level.” (p. 3.) 


The first general division of the work 
is, “Of Harmonies.’’? Here the author 
contends for the consistency of slight 
inaccuracies concerning time and place 
with the notion of inspirauion; and 
justly reprobates the assertion of Mi. 
chuelis, thatif the Evangelist referred, 
parucular transaction to two different 
days, he would instantly give up the in. 
spiration of one or both. Under the 
next head “Of St. Luke’s Gospel,’ he 
passes a censure, equally just, upon 
another rash position of the same au. 
thor, by which inspiration is denied to 
aby other than an Apostle. (p. 20.) 

But the principal subject of this pub. 
lication is the hypothesis of Mr. Marsh 
respecting the origin of the three first 
Gospels.* And in opposition to the 
representation of that author, who con. 
tends for the simplicity of his hypothe. 
sis, the present writer cndeavours to 
expose its complexity, by tracing it 
through its several and muitplied gra- 
dations. 


“Ile,” (Mr. Marsh,) ‘ suppeses, Ist. That 
there existed a common Hebrew document. 
Qdly, That this original document, before it 
had received any additions, was translated 
into Greek. Sdly, That the original after. 
wards received additions of two several kinds; 
so us to form two copics, each having addi- 
tional circumstances, and additional transac- 
tions, differing from those of the other. 4thly, 
That farther additions were mace, and involy- 
ed with the former, so as to form three difle- 
rent copies, the originals of the three Gospels 
of St. Matthew, St. Tuke, and St. Mark. I 
abbreviate this, according to the author's own 
table of the genealogy of these transcripts, a 
he calls it, (being in truth a long and difficult 
pedigree,) for the reader must see that it 
might be drawn out into many more articles, 
if every step of the process weve to be stated 
separately. But we have not yet done: for, 
Sthly, another supplemental Hebrew dotti- 
ment (Tyeusarsqiz) must be supposed, which 
was common to two of the Evangelists, but 
was first divided into two different copies 
6thly, and lastly, The Gospel of St. Matthe; 
which we now have, was a translation from 
the original, with insertions of those of 5t 


* See an abridged view of that hypothes's 
in our Review of Marsh’s Michaelis, Ne. Vil 
}). 435, &c. 
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Mark and St. Luke : at the distance, if [ reck- 
on right, of six steps from the original docu- 
ment. 1 leave the reader after this recital, 
which I ‘trast is not in the least exaggerated, 


ty his own js udement of the szmplicity of the 
pp. 24, 235 
hypothesis.” Pr 9 wove 


We pass over other particulars in 
this pamphiet to transcribe a very ap- 
posite Passage, which the author has 
quoted irom Lardner, “IT have ail my 

ays read and admired the frst three 
iat ie igelists, as independent and haurmo- 
nious Witnesses And Lknow not how 
to forbear ranking the other opinion 
among these bold, as well as ground- 
less assertions,in which critics too often 
jadulge themselves,without considering 
the consequences. 

We now proceed to Mr. Marshi’s an- 
swer. We must conicss that we expect- 
ed to discovera different temper in one 
language perhaps not sulh- 
ciently guarded, has aflirmed, 
charity and moderation toward those, 
whose sentiments are different from our 
own, are the greatest ornaments of 
those Who bear the name of Christian.” 
(Michaelis Introd. Vol. i. p. 522.) Mr, 
Marsh could hardly be ig 
hisscheme would not mect with a cor- 
dial reception from many; and that 
others besides the impugne r of his hy- 
thesis would be of opinion that both 
ii \nnotator required 


who, ID 
* tout 


norant that 


Michaelis and his Ann 
tobe read with caution. We mean not, 
however, to prejods e a cause the me- 
rits of which are no way aflected by the 
spit discovered In the defence of it. 

In some respects it is evident that 
dr. Mursh has ‘effectually repelled the 
tacks of his Opponent: the principal 
cone tions, however, we think he has 
not succeeded in depriving of any de- 
gree of their force. ‘Phe objections to 
which we allude relate to the Disserta- 
tion on the Origin of the three first 
Gospels. 

The truth of the hypothesis which 
Mv. Marsh hus offered upon this sub- 
ject, the author entirely grounds upon 
the circumstance, that it is completely 
‘omnia for the solution of the verbal 

rmony presented in the three first 
ea He afiirms 


a 
a’ 


there are only three methods of sha ond 
he found lation, on which my edifice is erected 
timust prove, 
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*¢1. Either that I was guilty of error in my 
observations on the numerous and manifold 
appearances in the verbal harmony of the 
three first Gospels ; 

2. Or that my hypothesis will not account 
fur those appearances ; 

“© 3. Or that some other hypothesis affords 
as srood, or a better solution of them.” (p. 
19.) 

He likewise informs his opponent: 

“The grand error, which pervades the 
whole sevies of your remarks, is, that my liv- 
pothesis requires distoricad evidence fur its 
support, whereas it requires no such thing, as 
ismaniiest both from the preceding letter and 
from the dissertatio n iiself. ‘Phe truth of the 
hypothesis does notdepend at all on the am 
tion, whether the whole, or any part of f it, 
or is not confirmed by historica J evidence. te 
indeed historical evidence can be alleged in 
favour of any part of it, such evidence may be 
admitted as auxiliary or collateral proof: but 
no injury can arise trom the want of it, be- 
catise the marn proof, as 1 have already shewn, 
and as the very name ‘hypothesis’ implies, 
is, and must be of a dillerent description.” 
(p. 21.) 


If by the truth of his hypothesis Mr. 
Marsh means no more than that it will 
solve the plenomena, undoubtedly no 
. evidence can In any degree affect 

: but if by the truth of bis hypothesis 
he intends that the fact was as his hy- 
pothesis supposes, we think that the 
foregoing extract exhibits no trivial 
specimen of erroneous argumentation. 

That a true hypothesis must solve 
the proposed phenomena, is seil-evi- 
dent: but it will not follow that every 
hypothesis which will solve them is 
true. Neither is it necessary, which 
our author seems to have overlooked, 
that the true one should be produced, 
—true, as answering to the fact,—to 
justify us in rejecting the proposed so- 
lution, or suspending our assent to it. 
Although Mr. Marsh has occasionally 
spoken in very confident terms con- 
cerning his hvpothesis, there are times 
when he scetas to be sensible, that itis 
supported only by pirebabititv, although 
the highest degree of it (p. 18.); and 
rather lowe ring his tone be represents 
the phenomena as affording © so severe 
atest, that no other assignable cause 
than that, by which the “effects were 
really produced can be exficcted to ac- 
count for them.” (p. 12. Note c.) 
Now, although the hypothesis under 
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consideration may be regarded as total- 
ly independent of historical evidence, 
the origin of the Gospels in question, 
tor which it is intended to account, is a 
matter of fact; and the evidence upon 
it is to be estimated by the same rules as 
those which we apply to evidence upon 
every other matter of fact. The pro- 
per evidence of facts is exrernal or his- 
torical, and this must be either totally 
wanting, or in the highest degree de- 
fective, to permit us to decide our 
judgment by internal evidence of any 
kind, or of any degree of probability. 


What is almost the whole history of 


the world but a series of extraordinary 
events! And what Is understood by the 
term “extraordinary,’? but that the in- 
ternal evidence pronounces strongly 
against them! * There is a very strong 
presumption,’’ Bishop Butler, 
‘Sarainst Common speculative truths, 
and against the most ordinary facts, 
before the proof of them ; which yet is 
overcome byalmost any proof. There 
is a presumption of millions to one 
against the story of Cesar, or of any 
other man, &c. &c.”’* This observa- 
tion will apply perhaps, @ foriiorz, to ex- 
traordinary events. 

Since then it is absolutely incumbent 
upon us, if we would come to a right 
decision upon any subject, to avail our- 
selves of the entre evidence which can 
It; since in every 
evidence we must 
; since 


Says 


be procured upon 
case of contending 
invarlably submit to the suferior 
the proper evidence of fact is of an ez- 
ternal kind; and since many facts, high- 
ly improbable in themselves, are esta- 
blished beyond all reasonable contro- 
versy 6y a slight degree of external cvi- 
dence, it will follow as an unavoidable 
consequence, thatif the partial internal 
evidence, Which the hypothesis of Mr. 
Marsh affords to the particular origin 
which that hypothesis ascribes to the 
three first Gospels, be opposed by other 
evidence of superior strength, the by- 
pothesis must be proportionally weak- 
ened, and may be completely overturn- 
ed. And that opposing evidence, in 
some degree of this description, does 
exist, we make no hesitation to affirm. 
In proof of tuis assertion, however, the 


" Analogy, pp. 250, 251. 
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grounds of which it would be i impracti. 

cable to state in a short compass, it wij} 
be sufficient to refer in a general Way, 
to the elaborate and accurate work of 
Lardner on the Credibility of the Gog. 
pel History. But we wish the testimo. 
ny of Irenzus to be particularly attend. 
ed to; because he is not only, with the 
rest of the ancients, totally silent with 
respect toany such origin as Mr. Marsh 
ascribes to the three first of our Gos. 
pels, but bas given considerable effect 
to that negative argument, by positively 
attributing each of them to their respec. 
tive authors.* Neither ought we, ip 
estimating the value of his testimony, 

to forget his intimacy with Polycarp, 
whom he affirms not only to have been 
taught by the Apostles, and to have con. 
versed with many who had seen Christ, 
but also to have been, by the Aposiles, 
appointed Bishop of the Church of 
Smyrna. 

Upon the whole, then, we feel our. 
selves justified in considering the hy- 
pothesis of Mr. Marsh as a dangerous 
speculation, tending to unsettle the 
fuundation of our faith, and as unsup- 
ported by any evidence which ought { 
Satisiy those who are accustomed totry 
a cause upon its entire merits. We 
esteem it ikewise no less the privilege, 
than the duty of Christians, to rest in 
the truth of the general fact, of which 
they have sufficient evidence, that the 
Scriptures in question were written by 
persons divinely commissioned and Gi 
vinely instructed; without considering 
themselves under any obligation to ac- 
count for their origin, or the peculla: 
mode and circumstances of their com- 
position. 


—— 


LXI. A Sermon, preached in the Parish Cure 
of Wals all, tn*the County of Stafford, at ilu 
Arch leacon’s Visitation, Aug sust iz 1802. L 
the Rev. EpwaRD Cosvax , Rector oF Han 
stall Ridware, Chaplain to the Richt He 
the Gertof Cou town, and late Fellow: 
Souls Coilege, Oxford Published by BP 
sire of the Archdeacon and the Clergy 
London, Cadell and Davies, 102. pp. 30. 


THERE are, evidently, two extremics ! 
religion, into which men, in all age 
have been Hable to fall. On the one 


* Lacdier’s Works, Vol. II. p 158. last ed! 
ticn. 
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hand, we are in danger of coldness and 


lysewarmness ; and on the other, of 


enthusiasm and extravagance. In the 
pne case, we deceive ourselves by a 
professed attachment to correctness and 
propriety, and to all that is moral and 
practical in Christianity. In the other, 
we err no less by too highly estimating 
our zeal for something which we has- 
tily dignify with thehame of the Gospel: 
and by substituting a religion of mere 
feelings und impulses, in the place of 
those various fruits of the spirit, which 
gre the only true marks of grace. 

The Author of this Sermon very ju- 
diciously observes, that in opposing one 
of these evils, we are extremely apt to 
be carried into the other; and his ob- 
jectis to warn those who contend araliast 
the Antinomianism and other errors of 
the present day, not to surrender nor 
lose sight of any one particle of those 
ruths which constitute the true Gospel 
of Christ. 

We would here remark, that the er- 
ror against which he guards us, is that 
into Which many well-meaning minis- 
ters of the Church of England appear 
tous to have fallen, at the period sub- 
sequent to that great ebullition of fana- 
ticism, which took place in the time of 
Cromwell. The excesses of enthusi- 
asm in that day, called undoubtedly for 
strong opposition, but the zeal to re- 
hem them carried some good men too 
arin an opposite direction. Many indi- 
viduals of little soundness in the faith, 
ranged =themselves under the = stan- 
dard of these respectable persons; and 
tobe an opposer of ianaticism became, 
inthe eyes of some, a sufficient test of 
being a true son of the Church. Our 
leaders will make their own application 
of this observation to the circumstances 
ofthe present age. 

The subject of this Sermon is so very 
important, ‘and j is discussed by Mr. Coop- 
'with so much perspicuity and judg- 
ment, that we shall make no apology 
or presenting our readers with some 
age extracts from it. 

F The text is, 1 Tim. iv. 16. _ 
eed unto thyself and unto thy doctri 
minuein them: for in doing this, ikon 
halt both save thi yself, and them that 
Pear thee, 


T 
Mr. Cooper observes, that 


Review of Cooper’s Sermo. 73! 


“It is natural for men to look on the period 
of the world in which they are placed, as the 
most momentous, and to estimate the dangers 


to which they are exposed, as the most formi- 


dabie ;” but yet, that “ we may be justified in 
rerarding the times in which we live as 
fraught with some circumstances of peculiar 
danger to the interest of sound Christianity. 
We are assaulted on the one side by thie infi- 
del, on the other by the enthusiast, both 
equally hostile to the cause of truth; the for- 
mer endeavouring by his sophistry to under- 
mine the de octrines of our faith, the latter 
bringing them into discredit by the extrava- 
gant lengths to which he carries them, and by 
the perverse, and even immoral! purposes to 
which he applies them. 

It is not, however, merely by prevailing 
with us to embrace destructive tenets, that 
the teachers of them may prove a_ snare. 
There is a danger, lest in our zeal to oppose 
them, we ourseives should be carried intoa 
contrary extreme: And this is a danger, to 
which, in our contests with en thusiasts, we 
are peculiarly expose d. Justly grieved at the 
pernicious use which they m: ike oF the truths 
of our holy religion, and anxiously bent on 
counteracting the fatal effects of the ir extra- 
vagrant pretensions ; we are strongly tempted, 
instead of pointing out the perverseness and 
fallacy of their conclusions, and of shewing 
the plain, practical inferences, which flow 
from the doctrine in question, insensibly to 
shift alittle from the ——— itself: and 
thus from a fear of h aving 2 truth made an 
instrument of evil, to kee p it altogether in the 
back ground, or else to bring it forward in 
such a modified and amended shape, as we 
think will render it less liable to misconstruc- 


4 


tion and abuse.” (p. 8—10) 

Mr. Cooper then proceeds to specify 
the chief points in which there is dan- 
cerof our deviating from the pret 
ness of Christian doctrine ; and of these 
we shall give a succinct view in his 
own words. 

“ First then let me call vour attention to 
that erand fundamental doctrine of the Gos- 
pel, and of our Church, justification by faiths 
alone: or, as it is expressed in our artcle, 
that ‘We are accounted righteous before 
God, only for the merits of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ by faith, and not for our 
own works and deservings.? Now, perhaps, 
there is not one of the glorious truths of reve- 
lation, which is more frequently turned toa 
bad use, and made the instrument of greater 
evil, than this. Men of corrupt minds have 
raised on it the most monstrous and abomina- 
ble systems: not ashamed publicly to teach 
that, since we are justified by faith alone, 
rood works are no longer necessary to salva- 
tion; and thus not only weakening the obh- 
gations to morality and holiness, but even 
making that, which is t} 


the slory of the Gos- 
+] ihtedaieall seals ; 
pel, the avowed foundation of pr ofligacy anc 
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vice. At the same time it must be observed, 
that this perversion of the truth is no inven- 
tion of modern date, but is coeval with the 
truth itself. We read of those who, in the 


days of the Apostles, ‘turned the grace ef 


our God into lasciviousness ;” (Jude iv.) abus- 
ed their christian liberty to flesily purposes ; 
and held the detestable maxim of § continuing 
in sin, that grace might abound?” (p. 12 ) 

«* But are we to oppose these perverters of 
the glorious Gospel of Christ, by insisting less 
fully or less frequently on thai essential point, 
which they make the subject of their abuse ? 
By way of providing an antidote to the poison 
which they disseminate, are we to preach that 
good works make any part of the grounds on 
which we are accounted righteous before God, 
and thus extol our own unprolitable services, 
as cocssential with the meritoriaus obedience 
of Christ himself? Are we thus to deliver cur 
hearers from the dangers of Antinomianism, 
by leading them into the no less dangerous 
prince tiples of self-righteousness ? (p. 14 ) 

“ Ant d vet is there not a danger of our act- 
ing thus? Are we not in danger of being in- 
duced to bring forward this doctrine less fre- 
quently than we ought to do ; or at least to pre- 
sent it to our hearers, in so crip pled and man 
grled a form, so confounded and inter valde 
with the imaginary merit of our own works, 
as to obscure its lustre and destroy its spirit ? 
But was itin this manner that st. Paul de- 
fended his doctrine against similar perver- 
sions? No. He dil not recede in the slight- 
est particle from his position: but he demied 
the conclusions which were drawn from it, 
ile contended that the doctrine which he 

taught of justification by faith alone,so far from 

weakening the obligations to morality, streng- 
thened and confirmed them; and furnished 
the most exalted and efficacious motives for 
universal holiness. owe then make void 
the law through faith ? God forbid: yea, we 
estabiish the law.? (Rom. 1. 51.) 

“ Let us then follow this illustrious exam- 
pie. Letus contend as earnestly as our op- 
ponents can do, that the merits of Christ are 
the only ground of the sinier’s acceptance 
with God: let us join with them in maintain- 
ing, that by faith alone we obtain an interest 
in his merits. Bat here let eur concurrence 
end. Letus shew, in opposition to their li- 
centious inferences, that holiness is the in- 
separable fruit of a true and — faith ; and 
that practical ; godliness, and a growing con- 
formity of the whole soul to the divine image 
and law, is an indispensable evidence ‘of 
our union with and interest in Christ. While 
we declare wh the Apostle, that ¢ there is 
10 condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus ;* let us also with him limit our appiica- 
tion of this privilege to those, ‘ who walk not 
after the flesh, but “after the spirit.” (Rom. vill. 


1.) In short, while we contend, with even 
Antinomian Zeal, that * by Srace WE are saved 
through faith ;? (Ephes. i. 8.) that we are 
¢justiti ied freely by his grace, through the re. 
dempiion that is in Christ Jesus : :  {Binee, iii, 
24) at the sainme time let us maintain, with 
apostolic energy, that § without Loliness no 
man shall see the Lord,’ (Heb, xii. 14.) (p. 
15—18 ) 

“}) would cali your attention to another fup. 
damental doctrine of gur rs eligion, 1, the renewal 
of the heart to holiness by ibe spiri it of God. 
This, ! ike the tor mer, has been and sti ill 18 the 
subject of much abuse. Designing or delud. 
ed men iave taken occasion to set up feeling 
as the standard of truth; and to substitute 
liveiy and rapturous afiections in the room of 
practical piety and rational devotion. 

“* But how are they to be opposed? Wij! 
it be best done by rushing into the contrary 
extreme? Shall we counteract these perm. 
cious tenets, by declaring, thst there is ny 
such thing as a renewal of the heart to holi. 
ness by the spirit of God? Shall we counter. 
act them by maintaining, as some have incau. 
tiously asserted, in opposition to the plain de. 
ductions of reason, the stubborn testimony of 
facts, and the positive declarations of Scrip. 
ture, that nothing more is mcant by this and 
similar expressions, than a conversion from 
judaism or heathenism, a b. iptismal regeners. 
tion, or an outward reformation of life © I 
not this to maintain that Simen Magus hin 
self was renewed in the spirit of his mind 
(for he * believed and was baptized.’) (Acts 
viii. 13.) in direct contradiction to St. Peter, 
who pronounced him, notwithstanding’ this 
outward profession, to be yet ‘in the gall of 
bitterness and the bond of iniquity; andto 
have neither ~ nor lot in this mathe, be- 

cause his heart was not , in the sight of 
God ? (Acts viii. 21. 23.) (p. 18—20.) 

“Asa third illustration of this subject, | 
woulkl instance those false and mischievous 
opinions, which are sometimes advanced con 
cerming the teaching influences of the Holy Spi 
rit of Ged, and the utter inutility of all huma 
~~ in the attainment of divine truth 


()- 

os ee and illiterate men have hence 
taken occasion under the pretext of magni’ 
ing and exalting the work of the Spirit, to de. 
preciate and cry down all human learning: 
and to represent the aids of science and lite 
rature as not only unnecessary, but even & 
prejudicial to the interests of religion, Thi 
then, like the former, 1s an ol, which re: 
quires our most serious opposition. But olf 
opposition in this instance also must be co 
ducted with prudence. There is a dangeh 
lest under the plea of vindicating hums 
le: rye 5 we should be induced to deprec! ats 


Of) 


and cry down the work of the Spirit. (p. ~° 


‘The above passage contains a decisive confutation of a common, but most perniciot! 


opinion on the subject of Regeneration, adopted by Dr. Paley, and s 
but originally derived from the Nonconformist Dr. Vaylor, 


netiuned by Dr. Wats 
or rather, as may be seen by Me 


lancthon’s preface to his commentary upon the Epistle to the Romans, from the Pupists. 
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«Let us remember to maintain that the 
Spirit alone is the author and giver of 


ov. 


ven r ' 
ved ids) 


ar || spiritual light; and that itis he only who 

ey can guide us into all truth.” 

ii, 9 We rejoice to find that the Anti- 

Wit ‘ . : ™ . . ~. 

rs ‘acobin Review bas spoken of this Ser- 
(p non in very favourable terms, (Antijac. 


Rev. for Oct. 1802, p. 188) and has 
fun. 9 particularly pointed out what Mr. Coop- 
=o er nas said on the subject of « Justili- 
‘the fg cation by faith alone,” and “the renew- 
ind. Mgglof the beart to holiness, by the Spi- 
Ling Fi rit ot God,” as sound, forcible, impfres- 
tute ME sive, and judicious, Certainly no ad- 
Mot HM vice could be more seasonable, or ma- 
wot [aged with greater delicacy, than that 
rary which 1s conveyed in these pages: and 
ery. (Ate necessity of address adds an em- 
$ io MM phasis to the admonition, which ought 
hol. HM not to be overlooked. 
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principles which Mr. Cooper inculcates, 
guarded as they are on each side, may 
become the universal characteristics of 
the ministers and members of the Eng- 
lish Church. We are well persueded 
that Enthusiasm and Antinomianism 
rain a great advantage from every dis- 
position in those who stand opposed to 
them, to depart into a contrary ex- 
treme ; and that the zcalous propega- 
tion of truly evangelical doctrines af- 
fords the best means of promoting 
Christian unity in the land, and of both 
strengthening the foundations, and en- 
larging the pale of the Church. How 
much is it to be lamented, that mnen, 
like Mr. Cooper, should sometimes be 
charged with being themselves the 
very enthusiasts whom they so ably and 
successfully endeavour to counteract. 


ea We very sincerely wish that the 

1 de- 

ny of REVIEW OF REVIEWS, &c. &e. 
CP ip- 


any! 
Fakta 


from a VE are Not aware of being under any 
ners. Ma DIigation to lay before our readers all 
* |; Mmthe unfounded objections of dissatisfied 
him MM authors, whose works may have passed 
mint under our review. Indeed the labour 
al would be endless, for we often find that 
thisageven Where general expressions of dif- 
all off™_'idence and conscious inability are 
nd toM@Mstrongest, if the Reviewer should un- 
"be MM fortunately particularize but one fault, 
Mle is sure to wound the self-love, and 
ect, Meo Provoke the enmity of the author. 
evoufae Ve depart from our usual rule in in- 
Lconfi™serting the following letter from Mr. 
) PME Borue, because it gives us an opportu- 
or" nity of making some additional remarks 

on that gentleman’s valuable Essay on 
tie Divine Authority of the New Tes- 
lament: and we trust they will meet 
With some attention, both from him 
and from the Society at whose ex- 
pense it is to be circulated in France. 
We have subjoined a few notes, which 
Will enable the reader to form a judg- 
ment of the merits of the case as he 
Proceeds, 
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06 Yo the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


z aia 
SIR, 


‘iciofme’ friend of mine has put into my hands 
ats "view of An Essay on the New Tes- 
y ment, which I lately published. As 
Christ. Obsery. No. 11. 





to the sentiments you entertain of the 
skill and ability with which it Is writ- 
ten, I have nothing to say or to object. 
Reviewers, like other men, have a full 
right to judge for themselves and to 
declare their judgment. But if in ad- 
dition to this they impute to an author 
sentiments which he does not hold, and 
does not express; and then argue 
against these opinions, and represent 
them as false and dangerous to the 
peace of society, they do a manifest 
injury to his character, both in the 
world and in the Church of God: an 
injury which the common influence of 
natural justice, much more the power- 
ful energies of Christianity, when they 
are felt, will make them willing to 
repair. 

I am sorry, Sir, to be under the ne- 
cessity of bringing this accusation 
against you. I donot charge you with 
misrepresentation ; I only say it was a 
mistake or misapprehension of those, 
who, as will appear from the sequel, 
had never entered so deeply into the 
consideration of the subjects as critics 
ought. 

There are two questions respecting 
civil government, perfectly distinct 
from each other; the ene respects its 
constitution, the other, the precise 
limits of authority and obedience. The 
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first only came in my way. From a vari- 
ety of causes, infidels both in France 
and Iengland, are ready to assert, that 
Christianity is the friend of despotism, 
and the enemy of liberty ; that it autho- 
rizes rulers to treat their subjects just 
as they please ; and while it binds down 
the pcople to subjection, it gives a 
license to rulers to act according to 
their will. 

In answering to this objection, I en- 
deavoured to shew, that the New Tes- 
tament, in conjunction with the Old, 
lays the foundation of civil government 
in justice: resting on this basis, I 
urged, that every species of injustice 
must be displeasing in the sight of God; 
that an unjust rovernment is contrary 
both to his nature and will; and that no 
man, whether ruler or subject, can 
plead authority from Ged to act un- 
justly, either by oppression or rebcl- 
lion; and that no length of time can 
give a prescriptive right to eny man, 
or class of men, to act contrary to the 
rules of justice and equity. In confir- 
mation of these scntiments, I observed, 
that in all the domestic relations on both 
sides, of parents and children, husbands 
and wives, masters and servants, duties 
are pointed out and enforced with 
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equal precision, and with equal ay. 
thority. 

In ecclesiastical relations betw een 
ministers and congregations it is the 
same. I argued from a clear analogy, 
that we might naturally expect this 
would be the case in the relation refer. 
red to in the objection, namely, betw een 
rulers and subjects. I quoted the pas. 
sages in the New Testament where 
these two relations are meitioned, and 
I arsued from them, that rulers and 
subjects are ander equal obligations to 
periorm the duties Incumbent on them 
towards cach other; that rulers are as 
much bound to be ministers of God tg 
the people for good, and to be a terror 
to evil doers, an id the prais e of them 
that do well, as the peopie are to be 
subject to their authorliy, and to pay 
tribute. And that both rulers are bound 
to govern jusily, and the people tobe 
subject to them, not only for wrath, but 
for conscience sake; and that if the 
rulers did not govern in righteousness, 
and the people refused to be subject to 
them, they would boih receive te them. 
selves condemnation from a righteous 
God, as being both transgressors of his 
holy law.* 

Such is the substance of my answer 








* The charge preferred against us by Mr. 
Bogue, is a serious one; but we apprehend 
that nothing more is requisite in order to re- 
fute it, than to lay before our readers the pas- 
sage in our work which has called forth his 
animadversions. 

‘While, however, we cannot but cordially 
applaud the well tempered zeal and sound 
piety, which are gener: ally displayed through - 
out this Essay, we should deem it a dere liction 
of cur duty, were we to omit animadverting 
upon the Author’s erroneous representation of 
the sentirnenis of the Apostles on the subiect 
of Civil Government. In answering a supposed 
objection mace to the Christian religion, as 
favourable to despotism, and inimical to civil 
liberty, he observes, (p. ‘But let us 
hear the New Testament speak for itself: and 
it speaks with plainness and fidelity, and vet 
with a delicacy suited tothe age in which it 
was written, and tothe jealousy of the govern- 
ments which then existed. (See Rom. xiii. 1.) 
Civil government, it says, is an ordinance of 
divine institution: this means, it is the will of 
God that men should not live as the beasts of 
the fiekl, without control; but that they 
should be formed into societies regulated by 
jaws ; and that these laws should be executed 
by magistrates appointed for the purpose. 


a 
208. ) 


vow 


What kind of government and what kind of 
rulers are designed, the writer particularly Spe- 
cifies...“* They are not a terror to good works, 
butto the evil. Do that which is goud, and 
thou shalt have praise of the same; for hes 
the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou dethat which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the sword in vain; for he is the 
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil—They are God’s 
ministers, attending continually upon. this 
very thing ;” i. e. their talents and their time 
are all employed in this great and good work. 
Such is the government which the New Testa- 
46 nt describes ; and such are the governors to 
whom it enjoins subjection.” And he proceeds 
to add, that whoever refuses to be subject 10 
such a government, and to give high respect t9 
suc’ rulers, and to pay them tribute, resists a 
ordinance of God which is both reasonable 
and beneficial, and deservedly receives to him- 
self condemnation. 

‘But where, we would ask, does Mr. Bogue 
find those qualifying expressions, which fur. 
nish any ground for asserting, that it is only 
to “such governments,” as © are not a terror 
to good works but to the ev il,” that Christians 
are enjoined subjection? We mean not indeed 
to deny, nay we are disposed strenuously 1? 
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to the objection at which you are so 
very angry. If you could have shewn 
that | had made some duties incum- 
bent on Magistrates which the New 
Testament does not enjoin, and which 
they are not bound to perform, and that 
[ have excused eumyocte from the per- 
formance oot certain duties towards their 
rulers, whitch they are commanded by 
the New Testame nt to do,* you would 
have just cuuse to condemn ine as per- 
yerting the word of God. Butno charge 
of this offence appears in your critique. 
Ifthen I fairly stited the obligations 
mag isirates and people,t 
both were enlorcea 

yand, by equal sanc- 
t respect of persons, 
or, great or simall, I 


and duties Ob 
ana shewed that 
with eqt cal authe orit v 
tloN>. ane without 

whecber dat or po 


maintain, (hat in all cases God must be obey- 
ed rather than man: and that whenever he 
conmands, even of our Jawful rulers require 


us to act in Opposition to the express will of 


e ought, rather than comply, to endure 
of sufiering. This reserve we 


God, v 
any extremity y 


are taught to make, not only by the words of 


the Apostles (Acts v. 29.) ), but by their exam- 
ple also, as well as that ot the whole ar my of 
martvrs. Wecontend, however, that no other 
exeepuion can be fairly deduced from the New 
Testainent, 
‘Hal ir Bogue quoted the entire passage, 
he would have furnished his readers with 
prima facie evrcence of the futility of lis rea- 
soning. Why lias he not given the 
ead of his own forced construc- 
Let us insert what he has 
contrast it with his comment. 
and 2.) “I.et every soul be sub- 
ject untothe higher powers; fur there is no 
power but of God: the powers that de, are 
ordained God. Vix ssvever the erelore re- 
Sisteth the power, res 
God: and they that resist, shall receive to 
themselves condemnation.” Again, (Tit. iii, 
1.) * Put them in mind to be subject to prin- 
Cipalities and powers to obey magistrates ;”— 
and to the same effect in St. Peter’s injune- 
tion, in his first Epistle, (ii. 13.) “ Submit 
Yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lore’s sake ; whether it be to the} king, as sue 
preme ; or unto governers, 2s unto them that 
are sent by him for the punishment of evil 
doers, and for the praise of them that do well.” 
In these passages there are no exceptive 
clauses, no restrictions of the words to parti- 
cular kinds of government, or to rulers of a 
certain character. When St. Paul so strongly 
‘commanded every soul to whom he wrote 
among the Romans, to be subject to the pow- 
“'s that be, no exception was made of the go- 
“tnment then existing at Rome, or of the then 


Apostie’s 
words, ist 
tion of them ? 
omitted, and 


(Rom. xiii. 1 
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answered the objections of the infidels, 
and my end was obtained: I had nei- 
ther a desire, nor time, to enter farther 
into the subject, nor have I done it. 
There is a second question relative 
to civil government, quite distinct from 
the former; were I to state it in both 
its points, the first would run thus— 
‘‘}low far are rulers bound by the law 
of Ged to bear with their subyjects,when 
the subjects do not perform their duty!” 
But let the consideration of this be 
postponed,and the other only be brought 
forward, namely-— How far subjects 
are bound to obey their rulers, when 
the rulers do not periorm their duty to 
their subjects!” This is a piece of 
casuistry which Jay guite out of my way ; 
I had not the shadow of a reason to en- 


reigning emperor. And yet, if the character 
either of the government, or of the sagen ad- 
ministering it, could be pleade d as an e3 ~<— 
tion from the ob ligation of this comma: ad: 
might well be argued that the government of 
Rome under Nero was of that Cescription. 
But, as if to silence for ever such reasonings 
as those of Mr. Bogue; it is even uncer the 
despotic rovernment of Rome, it is even under 
Nero, one of the most cruel, unjust, and des- 
potic of Rome’s tyiants, that Christians are 
commanded, on pain of condemnation, to be 
subject unto the powers that be ; and that, 
not ls fo wrath, cut also jor conscience sabe? 
Christ. Observ No. 2, p. 11s, 114 

We agree with Mr Bogue, that rulers are 
bound in the sight of God to admin ister *ustice 
totheir subjects But we deny that subiects 
are enjoined in scripture to pay obecence 
only to such as do; a doctrine which, if inere 
be any meaning in words, is fairly imphed in 
Mr. Bogue’s reasoning. Mr. Bogue admits 
that ihere is a clear analogy between the case 
in question and the case of parents and chil- 
dren, and masters and servants. But would 
Mr. Bogue think it right to limit the obedi- 
ence of children to such parents as discharged 
properly their parental duties, or to direct ser- 
vants to be subject only to the good and gen- 
tle, and not to the froward also? Our readers 
will be able to judge, on a perusal of this note, 
whether we have imputed to Mr. Bogue * sen- 
timenis which he does not express.” Whe- 
ther he does in reality dold them or not, is a 
point which we had no means of knowing, ex- 
cept from his expressions 

*We conceive that we have done this, 
inasmuch as we have shewn that Mr Bogue 
affixes an unscriptural limitation to the duties 
which subjects owe to their rulers. 

+ We do not think that Mr. Bogue has 
fairly stated the obligations of subjects, either 
in his essay or in this explanatory letter. 
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some extracts, to justify my opinion of 
the work, Which you may either insert 
or not, as you think proper. 


“ When we enceavour to convince the igno- 
rant, ur to rouse the unthinking, we feel some 
hope; but as for Uiose of you, who have heard 
the a espel from your mfancy, or long enough 
to 


learn distinctly and familiarly all the truths 


i contains; who know every thing we can 
ivauce ; who believe every thing we can 
ve; who can even con tend earnestly for 
‘oe faith once delivered to the saints; and 


vest satisfied, regardless of the influence 

s in your hearts and lives—yon, 
sc the most lkely to drive ministers to 
air. Wepreach; you acknowledge and 
you discover no more concert to 
ecdfiil we propose, than 
we call ou to toilow a 


ose Thing 


reas but 
the one thug n 


veil yere persuaded 

‘ ’ . , . e 

wis Bly devised fable. You believe there 
no felicity in the creature, and that satisfac- 


iion is to be found in God only. The convic- 


bo Sane! 


Beiii 


haA RY 


Literary and Philosophical Intelligence. 


[ Noy. 


tion is just; but it is completely useless ; fo, 
you are forsaking the fountain of living wa. 
ters, and hewing out to yourselves broken 
cisterns that can hold no water. You confess 
there is a hell, and that its misery is extreme ; 
but you never take one step to avoid it. We 
cry ‘Death is rapidly approaching you, and 
the judge standeth before the door.”  Yoy 
answer, “ Yes,” and slumberon. Your life jg 
a perpetual contradiction to your creed, J] 
need not say, that you are not Christians; that 
you are wholly unlike them; that you do not 
war a good warfare; that you do not run the 
race set before you, for you are acquainted 
with ali this: you do not mistake your condi. 
tion ; you Know you are in . state of condein. 
nation, and are still atease! O, whata para. 
ie ave you!—You are sermon proof. A Bi. 
ble has poured forth all its treasures before 
it has thrown down at your feet heaven 


you: 
and hell; but it has excited neither hope nor 
fear. Surely vou have reason to apprehend 


that means, so long applied in vain, will be al. 
ways useless.” (Fay’ s Sermons, 273—276) 


ND ee AL INTELLIGENCE, 


Sc. &c. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


The first bed ioge volumes of the long expect- 
conta ming 


ed edition of _ by Heyne, 

the Grech, an 1. atin, with various 
reading JS, Gnd GOSEFVALIONS ¢ af ‘ancient and micdern 
have just “ons imported 
ecition is printed in 


y/; y) 
£iiadd 


critics upon the Laad, 
from Germany. The 
larve 8vo. and tiis first part is adorned by 
riautes. Phe copies on 
£12, those on writing 
those ON printing paper, 


wenty-eignt copper 
Duteh ang sell for 
paper for £ 8, and 
without the plates, lor £4 . 16s. 

Announced for witha ti on, 1n 2 vols. 8vo. 
with plates, the History of the merodie, from 
their origin to the establishment of their Chief 
Tribe at Sierra Leone; the B : sewage to Cuba, 
te procure Spanish COASSEUrS 5 and the state of 
the Island of Famaica, for the last ten years s 
with a succinct History of the Island, previous 
to iat period. By R. C. Daiias, Esq. 

New editions are in the press of Simpson’s 
Doctrine and Application of Lluxions, in 2 vols. 
Svo.; of Gordon’s Zistory of the Rebellion in 
Ireland, in 1798, &c. with considerable addi- 
tions and improvements; of Outlines of a Phi- 
wi A? the History of AfZan, trom the Ger- 

ian of J. G. Herder, in 2 vols. Svo0.; and of 
i Port Royal Method of Learnin , the , - 
Ton: gue, translated from the he 8 by Nu- 


rent, in 2 vols. 8vo. 

In our last number, p 666, we gave the sen- 
timents of M. de Luc, upon the attempt of the 
French savans to carry back the age of the 
world to 15,000 years before the Christian 
era, from a consideration of the zodiac dis- 


covered in Upper Egypt, with an indirect ar- 


rument of that great geologist, taken from th 
face of nature, against this futile fancy. 


attempts of the 


ee he 
infidels to undermine the au- 


thority of revelation have aiways ended in their 
own shame. With great ignorance of the sub. 
ject upon which they presume to treat, yet, by 
confident assertions and biting jests, thev'some. 
times prevail, for a time, in making: it to be 
believed, that they have possed themselves of 
an impregnable fortress, the artillery of which 
will quickly demolish the boasted fabric of 
revelation. Voltaire played this game with 
regard to eastern literature, and was followed 
in a more grave an scientific guise by the astro- 
nomer Buille. And we Christians have great 
reason to thank them for their efforts, which 
have roused men of true learning and sound 
principles to investigate this subject deeply. 
Our learned Bryant, our great Sir Wilham 
Jones, and our poetical and indefatigable 
Maurice, have effectually driven the enemy 
from all their entrenchments, and turned their 
artillery against themselves, Upon the pres 
sent occasion, we are happy to say that the 
same ill success has attended their efforts. 
In addition to what M. de Luc has said in re- 
futation of the French interpretation of tis 
zodiac, the Rev. S. Henley has printedia learn- 
ed investigation of the subject ,in which he 
clearly proves, in opposition to the report of 
M. Fourrier, that this zodiac isa hieroglyphi: 
cal representation of the reformation of the 

toman year by Julius Czsar, and of the correc- 
tion of the Egyptian year by that standard. 
And what adds to the temerity of these silly 
conjectures, an inscription has actually been 
given by Denou from the southern portal of 
the very temple in which this zodiac exists, 
which is in pertect consistence with Mr. Hen- 
ley’s interpretation. ‘* Where now,” he asks, 
with Mowsile severity, *‘ are the 15, 000 years 
before Christ of the learned Fourrier ” 
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The same author, Mr. Henley, announces 
for p ublication, ** A Disquisition on the date 
signed by Fourrier, Commissioner of the 
sciences and Arts in E egypt, to the ancient 
goliac there found ; whence the extraordina- 
ry darkness recorded by Phlegon, and by the 
yistorians Of China, in “the rcign of Quamvu, 
are identified with the darkness at our Lord’s 
the discordance between the 
eclipse noted by Ptolemy, as seen at Arbela 
and Carthage is accounted for; the further 
desideratum ior’ ascertais ing the longitude, 
required by the board at Paris, in their report 
on Burg’s ‘Tables, bet lied ; and thence, in 
veference to the Prophecy julaam, the 

Birth of Christ fixed,” 

A Sketch of the present State of Ireland, Sta- 
tisticad and Picturesque, With Maps and engra- 
vings, in 2 vols, 4to, is announced by Dr. 
Beaufort. 

Chatterton’s Worls, in 3 vols. published for 
the benefit of his sister, will soon appear, 

Eiemeents of Natural and Experimental Phi- 
losophy, in 4 vols. Ovo. will shortly be publish- 
ed by Mir Cavallo. 

Mr. Sharpe, of Piccadilly, is about to com- 
mence a publication, in parts, of the English 
Gassics, O1 A superb scaie in point of embei- 
lishments, and on a new and elegant type, by 
Whittingham, yet at an expense so moderate, 
is nothing but the expectation of extensive 
encouragement would justify. Essays, Bio- 

aph jcal and Critical, by Dr. Drake, author 
{ Literary Hours, &c. will be given as illus- 
trative of the different classics comprised in 
tle plan. 

A loom has been invented by a yentleman 

or weaving fishing nets, which, it is said, has 
lly acc omplis! oe the wishe ‘3s of the Society 

r the Encouragement of Arts, Manufac- 
aie. and Commerce. 

A composition lately noticed by Mr. Da- 
vy, as fit ws tinging oak or pear wood of a ma- 
hogany colour, is made by boiling together 
Brazit-w al and Roman-alum ; to which, be- 
for e itis applied to the wood, a res pot-ash 
is to be added, A durable varnish is tormed, 
he says, from a solution of amber in oil of tur- 
pentine, mixed with a little linseed oil. 

_ Three ounces and a half of charcoal, purified 
bY Ine garages mixed with twenty ound 
crops of sulphuric acid, will purify three 
in and a half of putrid water, without 
communicating any sensible acidity. ‘The 
Process a 1) pouring the water upon 
this mixture, and afterwards filtering it. It 
Cestroys the ‘astringent principle : it ‘absorbs 
titty matters : it dissipates all fetid smells ; 
and may be used with nario ze in cleansing 
lusty casks. It has no effect on the smell of 
camphor, essen ces, ethereal oils, essence of 
range, bark, &e.: it renders vinous liquors 
colourless : it diminishes scorbutic affections, 
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| ‘ndis said to sweeten bad breath. 


qvommon shores, drains, &e. are occasion- 
ally subject to emit noxicus and offensive 
. Whenever such air is generated in 


‘ear a dwelling-house, it will find its wav 
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into those apartments, where the air is most 
rarified by the fires kept therein; so that 
those rooms which are most inhabited, and 
where every means ought to be used to pre- 
serve a successon of pure aii’, are copunual- 
ly filling with a putrid atmosphere, destruc. 
tive to health. ‘inis air also oxidates ov tar- 


nishes the surface of bright metallic bo- 
dies, such as fire-trons, k itchen utensils, & 

and particularly soiver plate. Mr. biomas 
Salmon, of Canterbury, bas suggested *he 
most effectual and Icast expensive meted ef 
expelling this air, which is as follows: ar. 2ir- 
tight metallic tube, one inch and a half vi: its 


diameter, should open by its lower end into 
the uppermost part of the vault, &e, where the 
foul air is generated. ‘This pipe sheuid Le 
continued by the nearest way, and with an as- 
sent, towards the kitchen or other ehimocy 
where fire is most freque ently kept, and siouid 
be carried up the back of the fre, or in sech 
situation as to be heated by it, end from toe 
fire ae uid be continued to nos nearest nisce 
of discharge inte the openair. By the action 
of the fire, the air withi n that part of the 
tube which passes through or near the fire is 
ravified, and is deprived of its gravity; and 
the external air pressing with its usual weight 
at the bottom ef the tube, the equilibrium is 
destroyed, and a succession of noxious air puss- 
es up through the tube, till the whole quan- 
titv is carried off. By this means the hotds 
of ships ma, be ventilated without iabour 
or expense, by passing the metal pipe throug! 
the cabin or other fire ; and that destruc 

of grain prevented, which was exnerie: 

in the late scarcitics. By the same meth. 
much larger portion of heat may be prod 

in wer ey: | nouses by the seme quant. 
fire; for, if instead of a current of cold a 
current of hot air were introduced, tu « 
the partial vacuum made by the ascenc 
through the chimneys, apartmern‘s wel 


\ 


better warmed with a smaller quantit 
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ple tothe clearing of noxious air fire 


Instezd of the usual apparatus of a fe 
lows and a leather sy may be s 
Repertory, vol. IX. t Series, ar 

Mr. William Ball ock, of Portler: ‘. 


Soho, has invented a new and impre - 


back lock for house-doors) ‘The im t 
consists in latching the door, by ico. . 


-_ 


hoit shoot into the staple immediats 
the door closes, and not before; and . 
liever works with so much ease, thatthe a» 
is made fast with the twenty-fourth : crf 
the force required by locks upon the comm: 
constructions. 

A person of the name of Roberts, of Poris 
mouth, has lately contrived a new metic o! 
preventing the accidents frequently occasioned ty 
borses running away with carriages. It cons sts 
in disengaging the horses instantane misty 
from the carriage, without their harness, cither 
entirely, ov so as to be retained wile by whe 
head; and, at the same time, the driver, or a 
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person in the inside, or behind, is enabled to 
block the hinder wheels, or to direct the course 
of the carriage. 

Professor Pictet has presented to the Royal 
Institution a specimen of strong flat iron chain, 
which was made in his presence with a ma- 
chine invented by Vaucanson, and of which 
one man may easily make seventy-two feet 
per day 

A vesse! of anew construction, built agree- 
ably toa patent granted to P. Miller, Esq. of 
Dalswinton, was lately launched at King! holm, 
near Dumfries. The vessels to be built under 
this patent are intended for carrying passen- 
gers only, and will be named Life Packets, as 
they cannot sink. ‘Viey afford much better 
accommodation than ships of any other con- 
struction, of the same length, can give. They 
are built entirely of fir wood, and draw very 
little water. When under sail they are 
wrought and kept to windward by means of 
sliders. They are moved through the water 
in calms, and against light winds, by wheels; 
and these wheels are so contrived as to be 
rigged and unrigged in By short time. 

James G. Durham, of Corpus Christi Col- 
lege, Cambridge, A. B proposes to print, by 
subscription, in the cnsuing inter, a Vindi- 
cation of Christianity, in which he designs to 
shew that the felicity of the world at large is 
materially promoted by it. 


FRANCE. 

M. Bernardin de St. Pierre has published 
some information important to navigators. He 
observes, that a letter or despatches, enclosed 
in a bottle, well corked, and thrown into the 
sea, will, sooner or later, arrive at some 
shore, where they may be picked up. M Les- 
callier, Colonial Prefect at Guadaloupe, sent 
to M. St. Pierre a copy of a letter, which had 
arrived inthis manner, on the 10th of March, 
at Guadaloupe, after having been two months 
and seven days in going two hundred Jeagues. 
This is the fourth circumstance of the kind. 
The first letter enclosed in a bottle was thrown 
overboard ut the entrance of the Bay of Bis- 
cay, on Aug. 17th, 1786, and was taken up 
May Oth, 1787, on the coast of Normandy. 
The second bottle was abandoned to the 
waves, June 15th, 1797, about forty-two de- 
grees twenty-two minutes N. latitude, to the 
east of the meridian of Teneriffe. A soldier 
found it, on the 6th of the following month, on 
the strand at Cape Prior. It had gone above 
one hundred and twenty leagues in less than 
three weeks. It contained a letter, addressed 
to M.St. Pierre; which was forwarded to him 
by the French Consul at Ferrol. The third 
hottle traversed upwards of nine hundred 
Jeagues in a direct line. It was thrown into 
the sea two hundred leagues to the North of 
the Isle of France, by a French captain gomg 
to India. It landed at the Cape ot Good Hope, 
and contained an oiled fetter, which the Go. 
vernor of the Cape f rwarde d tothe Governor 


of the Isle of Sicoce. It may be of 1 utility to 
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make these circumstances known, as the suc. 
cess of these trials may afford. some hone 
of relief to persons shipwrecked on desert 
shores 

The brothers Piranesi have established jp 
the College of Navarre, at Paris, granted tg 
them by the Government, an Academy of fine 
Arts, which is in full activity. It is divided 
into several classes. In the first are executed 
all kinds of oil paintings ; historical pictures, 
copies of the great masters, &c. In the 
second class are executed all kinds of sculp. 
ture, both in marble and models in baked 
earths, Monuments, groups, statues, copies 
from Grecian and Roman antiques, bas reliefs, 
ornaments, &c. In the third are performed 
all kinds of architecture, interior decorations, 
models of the finest anctent and modern mo. 
numents, &c, The fourth class is occrpied 
with natural history and landscapes. In the 
fifth are executed all sorts of engravings, 
prints, designs, &e. Inthe sixth, the interior 
end exterior decorations of houses, chimney. 
pieces, friezes, &c. ‘The seventh is devoted 
to engraving cameos, and stenes of every 
description. Three hundred pupils are enn. 
ployed in the different classes, and a yearly 
distribution of three medals in each class will 
take place to excite emulation. At the same 
time there will be a genéral exhibition, 

The Venus de Medicis, the master-piece 
of ancient sculpture, is on its way to the Na 
tional Museum at Paris. The First Consul 
obtained it from the King of Etruria, on con. 
ditions, it is said, that he should recover for 
the king of Etruria the objects carried away 
by the Neapolitans during the war Paris 
will then possess the two first statues in the 
world, the Venus de Medicis, and the Apollo 
Belvidere. 

Another statue, although certainly inferior 
in value to the Venus, vet placed by artists in 
the first rank, the Palias of Velletri, is also 
brought to France. It was discovered in 179, 
in consequence of the excavations made x 
Velletri, by order of the French commission 
ers. This statue is in the finest preservation. 
These statues, together with some valuable 
MSS. from Herculaneum, are arrived at Mar- 
seilles. A rich collection of Etruscan vases 
are on their way to the same port. 

Aldini, the nephew of the late Dr. Galvini, 
now at Paris, still persists in asserting the e 
culiarity of the Galvanic fiuid, and obstinately 
denies it to be, as Volta seemed to have 
demonstrated, merely a modification of elec: 
tricity He had made a series of experiments 
before the Galvanic Society at Paris, which 
they have witnessed with great satisfaction, 
and from which he strenuously infers, tha 
Galvanism is a fluid sui generis, existing in the 
animal economy alone. 

M_ Chausier employs a solution of oxygel 
ated muriate of mercury, kept constantly in 4 
state of saturation, for preserving an nimal sub 
stances from putrefaction. The preparation 
are to remain immersed in the solution [ 
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reatment of mineral substances : one is placed 
in the department of Mont Blane, in the Can. 
ton of Moutiers, near the lead mines of Pezay, 
and wiil afford, from its vicimty to mines and 
works of diferent kinds, the most extensive 
varied means of instruction; the other 
epartiicnt of La Sarre, at the 


founderies of Geislvutern near Sarrebruck, and 


} . , ' } 
schoo} is in tread 


is also admirably situated within a short dis- 
tunce of mines or works of almost every des- 
cription which are mportant in these pursuits, 
as of iron, steel, tin, mercury, lead, copper, 


brass, salt, coal, &c 


GERMANY. 

“Mf. Bockman, a Germain optician, recom. 
mends for wiew2 y the sun, an eye-glass com- 
posca of four pieces, a light violet, a lhght 
groen, adark-green, and a dark blue. 


M Camnpe, Junior, has lately established, at 
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1s 
Hany! iit, AMUSE OF PeEpostory ; im which 

Vv the prinemal German, 
Lioelish, Freneh, and Dutels journals, to the 
number of nearly 150; but likewise the most 


terestip2 new works, and ce pie s, &e. sent 


are to be found, not «1 


toiither by artists, to whom this ( stablish nent 
afl rds a conve lent ana eligible metl od of 
making known ther abilities. The subscribers 
umount to above 400; amorgst whom are 
SO of the miost distit rushed Hames ‘This 
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SHOTS The first) grand 
work proposed to be nublishedsis an Atlas of 
aar Austrian 1) MUNions, iD 4 sheets, with 


6a? es a } . } . 
statistical tables in brench and Germen. In 


these, snd srmilar undertakinus, the Seciety 
bas slrendy expended 50,CQ0 florins, and it has 
still I its at its dispos | 

\ gentlenion of Moravia has proposed a 
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lated 0 pth ag c the iove Of bhumat The : 100 
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1 the ponulation of the Austrian 
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sidered relatively to political economy? And 
a fourth prize, of 50 ducats, for the best me- 
moi on machines and inventions for saving 


men from different dangers, pointing out 
those that deserve preference. Papers to be 
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The Mad 
of the Spanish Goverame 


tiiic rentlemen to London, concert 


with the Affican Society in exploring the in 
rior of Africa 

A voy are of Gdiscove ry ty the South Scas, at 
the expense of the Spanish een by 
Don Murtis, 1s in agit ation —Phis gentleman, 
and a learned pupil of the name of Z a, itis 
said, will visit seve “ of their provinces in lat 
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the Dav appointed by Prociama- 


jon fora Ge eral Th: inksgiving ‘Lo lich 
are ac le d,i NOLES inthe form of ‘Essar SOn Va- 
rious suiyects, comnectt dowith the Occssion. 
By the Rev. Edward Patterson, M.A. former- 
ly of Triniy College, Oxford, 8vo. 
“A Sermon preached at Walsall, at the 
Archdeacon’s Visitation. By the Rev. Edw 
Cooper. 
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anew Edition, 12imo. 

The Workhouse; or,aR 
only happy one; bemny the 
and Esther Halil. By the Author 
Wivte, 12mo 

An Appendix to Three Letters, addressed 
to the Rev. W. Atkinson, of Bradford, Au- 
hor of a Candid Inquiry into the Demo cratic 
ies of the Dissenters. Second Edition, 


Cy Serip- 


Brown, 
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with an Appendix. By Ed. Parsons, Leeds, 
Svo 

cet bi) Ties Voc 

ine Beauties OF iJT. OUND. By :J.E LVals, 


A. M. 


«0 Publications. 


[Noy 


the fatal ravages of the small pox have been 
stopped i in the ‘der artment of Me a, of which 
Brescia is the capit: il. During the bast three 
months, above 1 2,000 p ersons , ase undergone 
the operation in that department. The skilfut 
physician, Sacco, who is said to have disep. 
vered, two vears the original vaccine 
matter in the cattle of the country, superin. 
tends the vaccination. 
RUSSIA. 
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tianity over Infidelit; 


displaved; or, the Coming of the Messiah, 
tne true Kev to the right Understanding ot 
the most ditticilt Passages in the New Testa- 


ment. Lhe Whole 


being intended as an Iilus. 
tration of the Necessity and importance ot 
ve the Gospels as Histories, andl pate 
f the great Controvers 

petween our and the Jews, conce rning 
the true Nature of the Messiah’s Character 
13\ N. Nisbit, A.M. Svo. 

Phe Seceand Part of a New Exposition of 
velutionof the Apostle John. ByJ.M. 
M, 1). ovo. 
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on the Gospel of Matthew. 
Porteus, 1 D. Vhird Edition, Svo. 
Reeve’s Bibie, Q vols. royal 4to. 


9 vols. royal 8vo. 
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, © vols. crown 8yo. 
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Ditto, crown 8vo. 
Ditto, 12mo. 
MISCELLANEOUS, 

Travels in Upper and Lower Egvpt, i 
Company with several Divisions of the Frencl 
Army; during the Campaigns of General Do- 
naparte in that Countr: Published undet 
the immediate Patronage of the Chief Cor: 
sul. By Vivant Denon, one of the Artists 
who accompanied the Expedition, Trans: 
lated from the Original, by Arthur Aiki 
2 vols. 4to. 

A Voyage up the Mediterranean in his M& 
jests ’s Ship the Swiftsure, one of the Squa 
dron under the Command of Rear Admit 
Sir H. Nelson, K. B. Rey, C. Williams 
A.M. 
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A Statistical Aceount of the Population and 


Cultivation, Produce and 
r and Wales, compiled from the Ac- 
and the Re- 
By Pitts 


Png land 
ants laid before Parliament, 
yts of the Board of Agriculture. 


und Syntax of the English 
By the 


Phe Etymol log ry 
pancuag UINed dan 1d (alata 
vey, Alex. Crombie, LL 
An Essay towards a a History of 

thematics. Translated from the French 
Member of the National Insti- 


(re ca 


oy 


of C. Bassul, 
xe, 

A True gig of Homan 

Wis d ‘ OUDe, #- . Jd. 


sn ae " 
wreia of i XY 


Life. By Ed. 
‘bo which is added 


A had By J. vans, A. M. 


laneous Francis 


W rilines of 


, — nial a: tn 
vd Bacon, Baren of Verulam, &e. in Phio- 
Morality, and Religion, Lomo. 
. ‘ 
Remarks, Critical and Mfiscclianeous, on 
+4 f Me 


by 


>» CoMMeHLAMES OF SIP Vw. 


| Sedewick, esq. 4to. 

Fragnu.ents of Letters and other Papers, 
mitten in different Parts of Europe, at Sea 
nd on the A tic end African Coasts, or 
Shores of the Mediterranean, at the close of 
thc nth, ard beginning of the Nine- 
teenth Centurv. By Jolin Walker, M.D. 8vo. 

An Historical Essav upen t Destruction 
af 1 Helyetic Learue and babert By J 
(a! Du Pan, Second Ediuen 

Cor eration on the late Elections for 
Westminster and Middlesex; t gether vith 

ne Facts relating to the House of Correc- 

in Cold Bath Fields, &vo 


: — 1 a a ° 7 
Cases explanatory of the Rules of Evidence 


eore Committees of Election of the House of 
rinne By TK. ‘Vort 
Copy of a Correspondence, &e. betweenthe 
it Flon. the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, the Rieht Hon. Earl St. Vincent, 
» D 1! Admiral Sir J. Orde, Bart. Svo 
Paul Credit in Danger; or, Frauds onthe 
, Private Wrones and P ic Ruin. 
rare added, Hints on the best Means 
‘ fora Peace Establishment, without 
N ual | Burdens. By a Menaiber 
{ t.é urable he ( \ of thie bivine A ‘lem- 
sand Keflections on the Imnro- 
, { ic} Wi rr thy Inter is Po ey 
ites Ina Letter to the Rieht Hon 


oh 4 ‘ f the # iVy (31 
. ' } ’ 
Marters, ‘Transiated by W. Cobbet, 1 
,) 
' -~ . a y mas 
\ Concise Statement oF the Nature and 
CUUeNCES OF the Restriction of Pavano th 


Bank of Eneland. Addressed 


Se 
ublic in amare, 3 and re 


at the 


"spore 
‘ , 
« 





List of New Publications. 


Consumption of 


commended in particular to othe serious atten. 
tion of the Members of the New Parlhament 


By a Merchant. 


NCil 


FRE 


Imported l by RO 


DIV 
>, Bookse 
Hy ) be rR. 

Ocuvres de Saurin, contenant Discours His 
Criugves, et Theologiques, et Mor LUX, sur | 
sible, 11 ‘Pom. ‘Pexte 
de VEcriture, 10 Tom. Nouveaux Sermons, 
sur ?Histowe de la Passion c¢ 
J.C.2tomes Abregé dela Théologie “eld 
la Morale Chretienne en Cate- 
chisme, 1 in all 24 vols, Sso. 

Discours sur la Bible, par Saurin, 11 tome 
Syvo. 

Sermons, par Saurin, 12 

sermons ct 


} , 
bache, oo 


Sermons 


INITY BOOKS, 


, Great Turnstile 


a 
sermons sur Givers 

Notre S Se 
Forme ade 


‘Lom. 


tomes, Svo, 
Paneg yrigu ies, par Jaques Alb 


o 


tomes, l2mo. 


sur divers Textes, par Dan. Su- 


perville, 4 tomes, Svo. 

Ouvres de Jean Scipion Vernede, Pasteur 
de | Uehse W i mne de Amsterdam, conte 
nant Sermons surle Discours de J. C. sur |: 
Montagne, 4tomes. Sur divers sujets inte- 


° ec e try? > or , Kerry ,<c yp de 1)», 
ressant, 2 tomes. ,frors Sermons sur ia ry 


vols. Svo. 
de }. ¢ 


all 
Poni scours 


: 
viaence, 1 tome, in 


‘ 


Montagne, par \ iede, 4 tomes, 8v 

Sermens sur di vers ‘Vextes prononcés de- 
vant sa = st¢ Roi de Prusse, par feu St. 
ii quelot, 2 tomes, Svo. 

Sermons le Catechisme de Calvin, par 


Ines, svo. 


T. Huet, 4 to 


Sermons sur divers Textes, par Durand, 


=o 


Sermons Nouveaux sur divers Textes de 


PEerituve Sainte, par Charles Chais, 2 tomes 
OVO 

sermons sur le 12 Chap. en PEpitre de St 
Paul aux Romains, par Beausobre, 4 tomes, 

VG. 

Sermens sur divers Vextes PEcriture 
Sauite, par M. Romilly Pasteur a Geneve, 3 
{aj a, Sv O 

Sern +) unces a Geneve, r AT. le 
Pasteur Vernes, tomMCSs, SVO 

Sermons s divers Suj imporians, par 
F e}. 2 Onies 

Dictionnaire Portatif des Predicateurs Fran- 
cois, dont les Sermons, Pronés, HEom ili Pa- 
neryvrigues, et Oraisons Punebres, sont im- 
pritn Ga ( 

Sermons au ie 1'¢ B ra foue, 15 tomes, 
lomo 

Sermons, par J. B. M lion, 15 tomes 
lmao 

] ren du Systeme de }): } WIS et Vo} iT oo 
sur VPOrigine de la Rehgion Me —— et 
Chretienne, par J. F. Ven Calkoen Professew: 
¢ Mioathie metiques 2 lt niversite le Lcide 
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——s vue can 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. ea 
Giulre 

FRANCE. ble: this is also supposed to be the situation ‘ 

WeE mentioned in afurmer N wber Gt the greater part ot France, and other coup. 
4 MOneG i Ma rmer uwumover, ; 

es * {ries formerly connected with the See op 

that the London Miisstonary Sectety ,, pe aa AR i 
agi ? ae Rome, fire report of an intention to publish S14! 
have printed, with a view to cireulstlom jt produced an application from one booksel te 
in France, a laree edition ofthe Prench = Jer, tor 1500 copies; and it was found en ar) sels 

Testament, to whic » they intend to pre- i sla eae Mh Sale of S0U0 Copies, on his test. 
fix Mr. Boene’s Essay on its divine au- terms, would eave arg eh ntaye to the the 
thoriiv. A deput ition of the Dire clors SaCciey, | itis b = Sepia winds. a ripe able i. 

i See ae ote. Was supposed, Mrrat be mating tor the Ca. CS, 
Was hateriy sent over to Paris, to concert tholic edition of the Seripturcs: but he stat 
measures for that purpose, and to learn that it was the Protestant Seriptures he want . 
the actual state of rejipton in Frence. ed, the Catholics pciny cager to procure then, ,' 
The Report Gt thei prececduines | Ce to their OW), 

- t LK ceatliemvan, formerly mone of the | 
Ovuservattons hi > €cn rripiotisait &< ‘oho n } ye ; 
” : s. Ge vari Pts OT state Wt Saraintia, Wit j 
aS. COa. Thtich intcrestime Inlor-~ 2. cous to Oromote the success of thei: ; 
mation, we shall ta the substance ot it sion, comounu ntedthe folowing titel 

~~ ee } ' i)? ow H ‘ snus 

CIOote Or readers —ihatia Predmont, and Olier popisia ¢ . thi 

trics, the B ble was prohibit d, under the penal. 

The members cf the Denutation succeeded ty of eternal damnation: but that s ‘ pan 
iN procuring access to persons of respectable unton with France, Protestantism is not only [ins 
Station and influences, who receiv a them w ith, tolerate | bu ts WOTSHID is by}; - f t 
cordiality, approved of therr desiven, and cn- the object of the Seciety world meet with [):. 
conraged them Ds PREM Se sof CO eration. A mreat success, it prosec: ted with order t! 
member of the legislative sssermbly, wito has wisdom. In Piedmont, and especially at Te. Kgl 
aire are attachment te the Protestant ria, there are a considerable number of ( 
cause, voluntarily offered his services to trans. vans, who would assist it, as well as mnicst of aT 
Jate Mr. Rist Essay ito Freneh, ancdois) the tite:ary characters of the countrys 
now essiden sly MM LON ed Upon if. Another sides b oks. he reeommeras, that well m. lst, 
person was ab: mutto undertake the translation structed, prudent, and discerning missior ares 
of itintothe Itahondanguace; andan Italian) be sent ‘Phere willbe an equal opportu 
sishop,. ho fol sty roly the errors of P perv, Of Sprea Lae instruction mito t| eA sal! NC TC. evil 
and had already sutiered persecution for his pubtie, and { » thence mite ‘Puscanv. Bes 
relivions sentemients, expressed dns willing and Siceiumsics would also, be states, be re. il 
ness to pramote the views of the Society, and ceived with enthusiasm at Naples; and this im § 
to assist indiifusing the pure principles of the would prepare the way to Rome itself’ ut 
Protestant faith. Lnother member of the The Protestant cause is considered, byt is, 
legislative body, a zealous Protestant, and, it) present government of France, to be fa 
is added, ‘who sppears eminently devoted to ble te its stabilitv: the apprehension of ¢ ) 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” entered cordially into is) from the parts attached to Paper mre 
thici VIEM % bevnyie nied the wv ant of ZEALTOUS 21 a CWOVEOrNmcenef, therefore, iS on its omer ' PEN 
qfaithifed Miisters ; and Propo to cend fr) respect 1c>o Tire latter, but 1s well dlisne { " 
Eencland some voung men, to be trained for the former: this is demorsteutec Ly it 
the service of the Protestants in France. poimtments ta stations of political mmport 

The resolution oft society was at Lrst oor to off of macistr ' Th Hep , | 
limited tothe New Testament, on acest « bisict foe fori at, inone of the « , 

the expense; but now, itis likeiv (hat the by ts through which thev liad to pass, t ; — 
rectors may print and cirenlat thre whale were @ nutber of them Protestant bret r Vi 
Seriptures, as well as the Essev, and other destitute of a pastors; conecivi rif to beter EM pave 4 
-rotestant works, to a very prest oxtent,with- duty to visit: them, they staid for one ca et 
out any eventus ib expense to the Society tliat district, s\ frye nad Who eRecompertl ulat ¢ 

in Paris, it reanivred a search among the them, being acquainted with the prefect, ealee 8 « 
booksellers, of four days, to find a single Bi- on him, and informed him of their desig: bof Chi 

a ; la oi 
"We cannot help thinking that the expectations of this Sardinian gentlenian are of { 
Sanouine a complexion to be SpPce dilv realized The co-oneration of Genevaen literati, MIN 
extending eenuine reheion, appcars verv unlikely; and as forthe idea of sending missions nave | 
ries to Naples, it seems, in the present circumstances of that kingdom, to be altogether ™ sn 
practicable  Aithe same time we fully concur in the opinion of ie Deputation, that bv | me re 


Jate conthiet , Di vine Pix vidence has prepared an jmmense scape for the exertions ¢ { Chris - Wl 
benevolence, by affording new facilities for the propagation of genuine and unedulte 


Christianity; and we should rejoice to see the C} turch of England emulating the zeai of ot ered 


Cliristian bodies, in improving the dispensation, vitaiadiae 
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grant of land for the formation of a settlement. 
Mr. Brunton and his companion arrived a Sa- 
repta, the colony of the United Brethren, on 
the eighth of July, and after remaining there 
gix days, during which time they 
tained with much sane ited and A saegersit 
much important information and advice, wong 
set off for Astrakhan. Mr. Branton’s last Iet- 
ters are dated from that city on the Sth of 
August last: he there observes, ‘* Astrakhan 
is a favourable situation for endcavouring to 
extend the Gospel among Pacuns and Mahom- 
medans; but |have reasons for going SOU 
miles further t to look fora seitlement. I wish to 
find a situ: ati a contiguous to both Persia and 
‘Turkey, while it is rendered secure by being 
under the Russian governinent, where mis- 
sionarics may learn with facil lity he lang: ges 
of these countries, and frem which the v me 
go forth to pre each the Gosp: 4. I have no 
doubt that an ac ones my might be formed with 
r the borders of Armenia, 
for the education of phere youths, redeemed 
from slavery, or otherwise induced to submit 
themselves to our instructions.” 
He is so impressed with the addy 
permanence of the settlement 
about to form, that he has directed 
and family to join him; and he expresses an 
anxious wish that more Missionaries may be 


were enter- 


vreat advanta wre, nC 


rantace and 
ot? \ . 
which he 1s 
1 
; 


is wite 


sent er He will be wiling to receive them 
from whatever society they come, and to af- 
ford every accommodation to them white they 


are learmng the language, and a place of re- 
fiuge afterw ards, to hen in anc their conve rts, 
should they meet with persecution in Wiens 
cr Turkey. The expense of living, he adds, 
is moderate, considerably less than one half 


of what it would cost in this country. 
GREAT BRI AIN. 

The Kighteenth ieee of 

FOR BETTERING THE CoNnpDI- 

THE Poor, hes been lately pub- 

many other 


THE So- 
CIETY 

TION OF 
lished, containing, among 
papers, an account of a Club at Ular- 
borne, for sufpluing poor children with 


clothing, by Grorce Simcox, Esq. 
which we notice because of the bene- 
ficial moral effects which seem to har 


resulted from its institution. 


In March, 1 
at Harborne, & popiious vi iilay 


799, a Penny Club was formed 
ve near Bbirming- 


a a 


* In the parish of Painswick, in Gloucestershire a similar inst: 
In both of those parishes they ec 
P 


and another in Sutton Coldfield. 


produced tie same beneciiciai effects as at Harborne. 
to which such of his | 
To this his lordship adds the like sum 
If thev misbehave themselves, or draw 


Nuneham, tn Oxfordsiire, 
penny each per weck, 


™: tV have recourse to upon any exire ney, 


Religious Intelligence....Russian Tartary....Great Britain. 


[ Noy, 


ham, containing about 1200 inhabitants. ; the 
greater part of whom 2re pour nailers, Its 
object is, by a weekly payment of the children, 
and by the contributions of honorary mem. 
bers, to clothe the children who attend on the 
Sunday schools there, ancl who also contri. 
bute their weckly penny to the iuud of the 
society, 

Previous to the establishment of Sunday 
schoc is at Ila ‘born IC, the children were rene. 
rally broneht up in the grossest lenorance ; 
and paid very little attention to the Christian 
subb: ith. The chang es produced by this jn. 
stitution in the habits ad the children, and the 
eeneral improvement in the appearance of the 
parish, have been so ph sirrlln that the most 
superficial observer cannot fail to remark jt, 
while the heart that is expanded by Christian, 
benevoleace, finds In it a source of picasure, 
which at once repels the arguments of theo. 
retical obj« all 

The first distribution of clothing was made 
at Lady Day, 1801. ‘There was then | In the 
hands of the Treasurer, the sum of £/.159 
with which the pengets contrived to clothe 
more than 260 children. 

ne eflcet of cennec Penny Cl ih 
with the Sundi es schools, was the immediate 
increase Of applications for admission into the 
Jatter, At that time thats were only 82 giris 
Ina few weeks they amounted to 107 ; ail of 
whom are contributors to the Penny Club. A 
similar addition is taking place in the boy's 
school. Another efiect has been the increas. 
ed industry of the ciiidren at their trades, 
They have laboured diligently, to purchase 
for themselves other articles of dress; such 
as shoes, stockings, &c. A third advantage 
is ia the incitement it nee ‘$ to Vex 
tendance and good conduct. ‘the rules, if 
any children are dismissed for imprope r be. 
haviour, they forfeit their share of th 
in the funds ; not only the benefit 
otherwise receive from the subse 


rs, but even the port 


ees F = 
tine tizis 


ae pee 
“Ucar al- 


@ money 
they would 
puion of 
honorary mem be mn whicli 
they have themselves contributed. A) fourth 
consequence is the 
among the parents, by shewing them how 
much may be done by small savings ; while at 
the same time it imposes a kind of obtieatio 
to endeavour to H 
the other parts of thet family that are not in 
the school. The present number of boys, who 
are members of the Harborne* Penny Club, 
is 128; andof girls, 107; that honorary 


promotion of economy 


tor 
‘ 


pa dece nf clothing i) 





stablished in 175%, 
sntinue to flourish, and havi 

. ? ! 1 of 
has formed aclup a 
2 ee C 


tution was ¢ 


Lord fiarcourt 
- approved of | vy hits, 
This forms a fund, which the 
out shes 


.bourers, as are 


subseriptions on tr ivolous pretences, “they can only take their own part without touching Lore 


Harcourt’s. 


includes both the labourer’s and Lord Harcourt 


ecased, 


we Uae 


In case of death, their funeral expenses 


and the remainder (which 


goes to the family of the de 


are de fray ed; 
s subserip tion) 


3 


It is not an uncommon liing for hardworking men to possess £5 or £.6 in this fand. 
see Sur F, pS Sees the Poor, 


Vol. IL. p. 619. 
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members, 125, who each pay their penny or 
wore a Ww cok. 

The advantages arising to society in gene- 
oa], and to the peor in particular, from habitu- 
infiness, and a decent appearance, are so 
vious, that they need little explanation. 
Whilst dirty and ragged chi ilar en, on the 

bbath ahd are about in lanes 

kings the farmers’ hedges, engage 

a noisy and mischievous play, and frequents) 
game the name of their Creator—the 
found at Church or 
are adding to the 


oe 
i cle. 


idling 


Ids. breaki 


others are tO DC at ome : 


nd. in the week davs, they 


' ; {y* Ss , . 
corera} stock, by the effects of industry. 
vu win } ’ ? oa 
When Sunday schools, and other benevo- 


+} 


. S 1aene ] Soacre ~ ye 
nstytutious, Gao not jel *OdUCE their propel 


fuits, Ue defect wiil be found to origi 
‘he want of that attention which ts the duty 
the higher orders of secicts 
ect, the paren of Harborne hath been, an 
sis, high ly favoured, hook 
o had Me constant atte 
tendance of Thomas Green, Es }. § 
man of considerable property in this parish) 
leman 


s for some 


rest 1 . 
phe boys’ St 


niiON ana superi 


"Siti 


, ® Z } vr L . 
and of & \ now eancat ing Ol 


UNE Sen 


holy orders, who | years tuken 


re 
Won him almost the whole ove 
school, 
Inthe giris 


ect order of dis cpl me, every thine 


> schools, w! 
has been 
luced by the unwearied attention of a lady, 
sident there For 
veats back she has spent hours in the 
ry Sunday ; she has 
personally attended them to Church, and she 
has bestowed unwearied pains in forming their 


manners, and their moral and religious cha- 


and ters ( e 
g sheeka ait te som 


Many 
children, eve 


ane 
Le 


ie of the 


reter. Her place in the schools is now supph- 
edby the eldest dauchter; while the two 
younzer sisters have taken the ch arge, at the 
mother’s house, of a number of the children, 
whem they attend to ay but have not 
fheient roorn to accommodate in the schools. 
ist March, 180 
We bave been under the necessity 
i somewhat abridging this account, 


j we 

trust, to Impress pon our readers the 
4 

vantages of suc benevolent exer- 


us as are here recorded, and of stim- 


‘rved enough, 


wating these whom Providence has 
ssed with the means of emulating 
m, tO GO AND DO LIKEWISE. 


report, come 
Masters, whic! is 
r, and which we shall 


is in the same 


f : ~* 
OUNT 


by Miiss 


Interesting 


LIP iYV 


bilso endeavour to compress for - iil- 
eormation and instruction of cur 


re de 
uer's, 


In the year 1795, 2 free-school, for the edu- 


peation of the children of the industrious poor, 


in the Villagwe of W eston, near Bath, was esta- 
blished there by a lady; who has since suc- 


fceded in forming and supporting four other 
as ~ 
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similar schools, in the same village. The 
children are admitted at a very early age. They 
are kept very clean and neat; and, as soon as 
possible, are taught the Lord’s Praver, 
Gloria Patri, and the Cathechism. Their in. 
struction proceeds until they can read, knit, 
mend and make apparel, and do all 
They : 


the 


‘ 
‘ 
1 
‘ 


sorts of plain work. ittend the a 
1 
re gular rly on Sundays 3; and those who are able 


join in singiny psalms in the church ; form ng 
themselv<s in circle round their patroness, 

or in excmplary de 
er allow each 
oling is Ss. a 


and vying with each 
ance for 
papal a 

! sy avery accep table 
chantty, and contributing to the maintenanc e 
offive widow women, who receive £8. or £10. 


a ey areach (ihe five schoois contain near &O 


Rear. 


Voy 
Nabls 


a \ ans? are ale = | ; ix. 
Ci ren) 7 APC auaso Put in tne way, bs tnemr 
. s* - ’ - * os 
situation, of receiving additional benefit. 
ihe cuildren atlend the schools so early as 


. y ' . 
atiwo vears onl: cach of the little 


127 LL osmer 
Ones OCIS 


put under the care of one of the elder chile 


dren, and, ass as they can speak, being 
tate he Lord’s Prayer, and to be attentive 
and quict during school hours. ‘Pheir pa- 
rents are, in consecuence of their admission 


: wapl } 


to work, and 
best market, 
rirbin the after 
By that time they are 
ficiently adwaneed to be of great benefit at 
home. or to obtain situations in service. None 
are aliowed to take pay for sewing for their 
poor neighbours. That is all de me gratis : the 
children assisting in mending and making for 
all the industrious poor of the village. 

the primary objec bach 


to the s OO 1S, ‘nabled to ¢ 
+} a es ee } 
to carry thei? tabour to the 


s 


! » 
wile 


ro out 
never keeps a: schoo!s 
the ace of twelve. suf- 
{ ? 

, 


ce 
Cine oF 


cts of the is thus attuin- 


’ ' © ( 
ed; the making of them, and of the « thee poor 
of the villacre, habitually kind and afectionate 
tocach other. When, however, a ge srt can 


read and work weil, and is able to make a 


I, s a0¢ ~lIMNI ats -} : ’ }? } y ’ 
Shirt COTM] le tc, she is tnen aiiowed to mace @ 


~ o pr 
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C)5 Cr SALI Mn NCeaiework. 


In 1704 ? ae ay nter. cee cece ema 
ig vo, tnere was NV an cvening ryvice 
at the narish church ¢ . and ¢} 
tl He PAPISi Cour’ n ty UVdnh THA Se 
4) we oe ‘ aol } 

ll attended, as to ation Little encour emens: 
to add: ca tet tia stitial “iis decid 
ogOand a Serviced uie Morning. Behe regyiniar 
4 or ‘ . ware. d , sition > by , ' 
attendance, however, of so great a number o 
hd —— 7 os Eee ’ ~ ‘ yy 
cnncren m the chureh, the introduction of 

ap a ee : ! caves ' 

psalmody ON them, at tie consequent atten- 


dance of manv of t] - 
licl so increase the c: 
tor added a 


} es he, ee ea ) 
;uUTCi) IS NOW WE 


parents and friends, 
re@wation, that the rece- 
Tie parish 
i attended twice every Sun- 
many of the parish- 


pe | 
~ 
n 


ry ice, 


a Sees - 
WeensS DaAcCK, 


da ’ 
, pews ‘ Pom hd > *y ePotarnsl +} . 1, reget lan - 
lone ever even meredt the church aoors. 
A ’ . 

At present, smal! such is the 


asis the parish, 
ance, that forty-four poor per- 
receivea the sacrament. 

The whole of the Sunday this lady devotes 
to the children hears and explains to 
them the catechism, and makes them repeat 
the collects: but she provices no other books 
of religious instruction than the Bible and the 
Prayer Book, and some selections from them 3 
reserving the rest for oral communication. 


he infant age at which this recelyes 


sons vesters iaAy 
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verv early period at 
to their fa 
service, are features 


i 
| 
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the children, and the 
which she returns them 
enabies them to go into 
peculiar, mm some devree, to the s 
blistie Weston, by Mrs. Hocker, for 
is the badly ’s name bai those have at- 
tended much to children 

that ihey are 


bu: Li IMPVEessiQus, at a very eurly ave, thal any 


nilies, or 


ois esta- 
dat that 
WhtO 
must have observed, 


yi the i} more liable to 2) id and 


veneral S/STENL O educaLion a this OUHLPY 
= - “ . i ss - 
secins to provide for. Mianv youne persons, 
ee ae : : : ee. ae ee = aes s-)] 
as Wu ith low as in hierdie, prove de¢ lecily 
vicious and hopeless, for wantof an early and 


active occupation, in something useful 


If there be one ourect, with which bysny 


7 


any other can be placcd in competition, it ts 

Epvucariosn; not that which is ornamental, 

but Liat which serves to supply yr] cipl , CO D7 
4 . i 


duce cet i Lve Ll. 


, / ¢ > ° — / , 7 
and Of olfF Ne ‘a JOO", Aid £0 p CNL J } ? 
- } ‘ ‘ / 
ditty Nour a Calle Stiif 4 J cdg e t/ y i é Je 


7 , °  aanpee Pa = ‘ ; ai = iat “ae P ‘ ] 
peor: ( COS, TALCYD {tfa7z Ci ff Lidin ‘ Piast efece 


Aone Le nray be tie MLaAurE OF ta CUL- 
ry class of life } idl hi reever supp VY renovate! 
youth and unenvausted vigour ta the political 
bo /; . @ id coed/ pre Pract {to @ i i fat } Cs &ihise ¢ 
vse Levonl hope, th urate ant f é uf 
thie Jar ye & tn pire 
Ii is W iv of ooservat ) 13) t tie supp 
of these sehoots ts not fed by the overfic Vings 


of affluence ; bat by the pradeatand selt-deny- 
. ’* “ c } ‘ , 
ing economy of a small, and very limited in- 


aided | DY the sul si ‘TIDLIONS of the PeCrior 
and of a few personal friends of 
The great sacrifice im under- 

, iinet 


hatare, WHETEC GNE @RAIVICUAE 


come, 
of the perish, 
Mrs tocker 
takines of this 
ventures singly to titke the re of 
and atiention; but, in 
there must have 
self-denial in what is 


P 
Chie (i) SO lar ot N 


estuclishment, is time 
the present imstance, 
been aoc uistderable 


also 


EW OF 


FRANCE. 
Tirts month has exhibited fresh proofs of the 
reahiv of those p! y cts of arerandizement 
and | | wiributed 
and inflexible pur- 


the territory of France, he 


dominion which 
Bonaparte. Wath asteady 
pose of extending 
iow of a pretext 

her vow. 
sie 


avails himself of every sh 
which offers uself 
tex, am val the 
is surrounded. 
On the 254 of October. a dee 


i ' sohyy . 
Of avsoerbinge ite 


| 
er states with which 


ree was pub- 


. iad i? ° ie ai 
jis hed at Parma to u — os sepa bie «3 aia Ci 

‘In the name of the French Rept “ , Me- 
deric-Louis-Ribe Moreau Saint ae. Coun 


sellor of State, Admunistrator-General of 
Parma, Placentia, &e. A Convention con- 
cluded between France and Spain, on the 30th 
of March, 15901, at the @isposal of 
France ithe States of the Duke of Parma; and 
the death of that Prince having 
he 9th of October last, the First Consul has 
decree], that from that moment the exercise of 


pDimaees 


° . . , 
rigot tran shi rE 
ao Ss 


veretgnty it by 
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sirable esombtoey however, who are INCLINE q) 
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POyit Lo { ity children, will >. C ComTor 
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farnilics, Will assist the present, and improve 
tie rising 2eneration, and With, at tie same 
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Ul tios > |? mV ilie€ \  SOMK }2O wid i iCst 
} Pore | ¢ t* nee ] } 
dow, taose means Of Occupation and | 
? ? 1 ’ ’ 2 ’ ' 
hood, without which she might hav 
, 7 ' 
my!) Hed to be a burden to hersel! AG tlie 
engl 
parish 
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‘| Bere are some we tent ‘ntions dd 


, >t} , 1. 4 . af: } es 
Wio rather seek to Mortyy the soul DY acts, 


1 . cenit A ee . Fri 
tian to oce ype hia Works of Ubihniy 


penance, 
fe Bat in order to dispose the heart to d 


tion? (Savs a pious and eminent bisthon a a 


active lite is to be pore fore dl to a iif: ot ¢ 
tempiuuion PORE Do! > GOOD 10 MA 
IN} HISP( { til OUL Mt I PO\W 
' roo LTrLoO Pie poo e «le 
signed to excite our fiberality, the misera 
Our Com ssiom, thre siels our Ssistanes i 
the :@uorant our mistruction.’ What has beea 
done at Weston affords a lively comm HD 
on this truth. “The benefit there 1s not. 


fined to 
cated in 
rv part of the parish 
fieg! 
i more 

, amily better clothed, and every individaal im 
proved by the , who h 
ceived benefit from these sch. ls. 


the siccession Of those who afe « 
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The chureh is more 
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Republic; and he has appomted us Admini 
trator-General of the King “jom.” 

This pire amble is followe cl by several re Tu. 
Jahions, appomting — public act to be du! 
in the name of the French Republi 


Itisimpossible ba contemplate the i 


ical position of this new annexat 

Great Nation, wit 
pus" serving the ime 

= Stutes. Situated ity Live 

only be viewed as a cil 
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newly formed Italian and F 
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and the ecclesiastical dominions, tovetie 
with the kingdoms of Naples and Etrura 
nav, under pretence of some hostile act, ore 
some forced bequest, be 
of ky 
The intreduction of a powerful French fi 
into Switzerland has terminated, for the pie 
sent, all Gallo Hels 
Govern Consul has ene 
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ued, by the moderation of his language, to 


{ 
yinish the indice nation Which his proceed- 
nite. are calcul atea to excite In Lurope 3 and 


— 
t 


cONtibBUES tO wussure 
mesnsurces must 
value if sucd 


the Swiss, whom his 
bv this time have 


assurances, that 


ptrary 


' > j 
rm cle rec 


elas no intention of interfering with their 
} } a 'T* i. Fadnae , le a - 7 
nd nacnce. ihe Swiss Consulta arc spccul- 


; ae 
{to asscih Jin at 


aris. 
‘wie Pirst C 


. ae 1 . ’ . 
onsul’s visit to the sea-port and 


oe 8% elas ° 1 : é _ ° 
munuiactumage towns in the Mepartment of 
the Lower Seineyseeims to have excited much 


course of his 
vhere re 


lrance. In the 
suid to have been every 

ceived with acclamations of joy, and with 
every possible demonstration of gratitude and 
respect, and the official paper of the g 
ment is filled with the addresses made to him 
wthe different places t he pass- 
the object of this excursion scems to 
have been to encourage commerce and manu- 


mon tn 


tour’, ne Is 


Crovern- 


rough which 


factures, and to add to his own popularity, 
which he probably feels to be in the wane. 
oe 


Ve are assured from sources which we 
leem aut sentic, that the ge: 
Ronaparte’s xadministration 
civing satisfaction to the so 


nart of tte 


far from 
, 


French nation. 


} } st , ‘ 
deemed to be more the result of an msatia- 
ble just of power, than of a patriotic desire of 
yr 1) t; Yor } » I “TV 1g r ; “n 1} 
pat Hoting t | Tome oe Mine 33 of Liiec peo st . asc y 
consider themselves, it is true, to be under 


man) bligations to him, for rescuing them 


. 7 , } 
vies INSUp; rtaupoie 


. ¢ otf 
ia are e 


tical evils, the tyranny of a mob, and 

prin to the mass of the community a cde- 
. smarter } on eee ; =~ 
‘ce of security both for life and property, to 

| — See 


the muiserie 


vontionary violence has taught 


which their expenence of 


\ 
them 


lv Mean Vaiatte PFhey are Sani, however, 


’ ‘ , . 
lather to tolerate than to approve his govern. 
ment: it cannot, therefore, be expected, in 
f anv msurrectional movement, that 
' ne 4 ; } ly > sf ‘ ‘ ; eho » rr . “TT 

OK i i radial, OF eXPoas Ci. 

tomu ye St a! 1 arc iT his su} nor 

i" 

- } 6 £6} Le } — . 
( Cath { rene W al ALUN?! WIVOCYV SCeCHCS 
cuady acted, we tinderstand to be verv ge- 
H i. on 1} t-OuL Frances and next to t! 1e 


ehiv of the army, which must nece 


ssariy 


2 iis principal reliance, probably forms the 
Ma' sro und of 3 at a security. <A iecl- 
Wg of national giory, when they vi the ex- 
Cit of power Posse SS¢ J hy their country, may . 
likewise, mix itself with this sentiment, and 


contmrbuie to produce an acquiescence in the 
Present order of things. 

But, natwithstanding these pledges of tran- 
quility, it appears, that all ihe lio of a 
mils wy government is nece ssary to curb the 
‘piritof turbulence and insuby ordination. in 
te south and west, so many symptoms of dis- 
‘iiection have been manife sted, that it has 
heen deemed nec cessary, by a decree of the 
Colservative Senate, to suspend for two years 
the trial by yur Vv in several of the oF poe 
A measure of so harsh a . ature, would scarce 


have been reserted to, had not a very large 


? 
; 
2) 


hyd 
tv of the people, in vad se depart rtments, been 


Christ. Obsery. No. II. 


course of 


.. ae ee, ee 
decidedly averse to the consular cove 
. . . ' : oe ‘4 * 
Che Roman Catholic Bcoragn It 15 said, are 


SUS} weClE “] of pOMICHi this ) Spit of aisatiec.- 


tion ; they have evid iP been, 1 for some time, 
the ¢ biects of the First Consul’s Cistrust;: and 
it is not unkil hy that this circumstance, and 
the consequent preicrence of Protestants inh 


the appointment ta places of 
fomented, u 
and Gisaficetion in those 


trust, may have 
iscontent 


here the 


. ' 
it has not rencrated, ail 


provinces vi 


e.lacrneim ae? in eee ily P 

ancient ? il: Mon is Most bil aly aa ihe Cd (0. 
oe ee ae ee een“ a wena = 1 se = 
ee srenci O7fic ial journal As aate PUD. 


ee aint a “ } 
Lilie Uno hal apa aa- 


form of 


lished, under 
} EF inerlicl ui Haner 
BNO UST NCWS-papcers, se 


versions Gn tae 
arucies which may be considered ss in some 
mensure mdicative of the views and wishes of 
the kirst Consul with regard to this « untry. 


The drift of these articles is entirely to ex- 
clude Kneeland from al continents. miter. 
~ } ‘ on ’ ' _— . 
ference, and to persttacde the oth ers of 


Zurope to avoid her connection as dangerous 

to their neace, and destructive of their inte- 

rests. But the argument employed by ihe 

writer to prove the impolicy of admitung 
: 


continen politics, is 
very circumstance which cought 
pre serve 


Sritain to a shure in 
perhaps the 
to make th 


powers WhO wish to 


their independence, desirous of a more inti- 
mate unten with her. A. continental war,” 
dserve >» Moniteur, “ would bave no other 
etiect t } to concentrate all the rmches of 
mmeree, 2 the colonies of the world, in 
the han is ot “a single nati iy”? I ere th nwe 
have the reluctant confession, that the naval 
Pp rof Great Britain is, in tf. t, unde! Pro- 


vidence, the great security for the peace of 


] 1! ”) > li i t! if id | I ( iS i sfraine d in 
| } rmenres Conathe B4 S } robs | bs the 
{ ewat tavrsis +\¢ 63 vert} — howe 
i Ar Oe 7p?! itil wre, Wiicis Mtl nave 
t] tect of nivlatine her own commerce 
ana init Yy extel ier tial of Grent Bri- 
tian 
vn Enelish news-paner has lately | iset 
on foot at Paris, under the title of 1 Argus, 
the obtect of which, if we may rud: by the 
! ! / ° } : . f 
$ Imens ai 'V alas et. %&,.. ncecans oi 
é S misrepresentation and cnuiumny, to 
iN 8 the French government fer the free- 
dom with which the journalists of this coun- 
try ins reprehended their measurcs ‘The 
large quotations which the JZeniteur has 


made of those pas 
fo vilify the british rovernment, vive a celour 
The conductors of it are 
sail to be United Irishmen ; and Arthur 
O*Connor has “inet named as aprince _ writer 
We Lave beard with considerable rerret, that 
Mr. Fox, during Paris, had evel 
interviews with this se'f-convictecd trartor, anal 

ven dined publicly in his company. We 
have been slow in giving edit to fact 
so materially aflect the chara 
tinguished senator; but as the ive 
seried with a strong appearance o ftruth, and 
have remained wholly uncor radbetes t bv his 
friends, we cannot but beheve them ais 
circumstance will, to our reads 


‘Ts, ret jure bo 
comment. It indicates, if trve, a disregard 
1) 
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ty this supposition. 
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of decorum, which they well know how to 
appreciate. 

A decree has passed for encouraging fo- 
reign manufacturers to settle in France; but 
we do not apprehend that it will produce any 
very powerful effect in seducing those of this 
country to migrate thither. 

Great exertions are said to be making in 
deepening the harbour of Boulogne, and con- 
structing a bason capable of containing anum- 
ber of frigates, 

SWITZERLAND. 

This country, as we have already observed, 
lias submitted to the dictat‘on of Bonaparte. 
{n a note addressed to the minister of Bavaria, 
in which he professed to state the reasons of 
fis interference, he disclaimed any intention 
of establishing with Helvetia those relations 
which unite him to the Italian Republic ; as- 
serted, that his only object was by a powerful 
mediation to secure the peace of that coun- 
try, and to put her in a cendition of exercising 
the right she had acquired, of organizing her 
own government; and alleged, in evident 
contradiction to tle fact, that the late distur- 
bance was the work of afew emigrants, 
whose object was to deprive their countrymen 
of their rights. In this way he endeavoured 
to justify to Europe his menace of sending 
40,000 men into Switzerland. 

In the reply of the Diet of Schwitz to that 
menace, they observed — We shall yield to 
force ; noone thinks of contending with the 
First Consul; but there remain In our posses- 
sion arms which he himself esteems—these 
are the justice of our cause, the voice of the 
peonle, and posterity? ‘these weapons, how- 
ever, seem not to have retarded the purpose 
of Bonaparte, whose troops having taken pos- 
session of the country, have proceeded to dis- 
arm the inhabitants, ind to re-establish the 
former government, They have dissoived the 
Diet of Schwitz. ‘Vhe Diet, on its dissolu- 
tion, published the following proclamation : 

“The the Diet return their 
powers to the hands of their constituents, 
having been checked im their proceedings by 
a foreign armed force, and by the influence of 


members of 


extracrdinary circumstances ; thev do not re- 

z : : 4 hy 

nounce the rmeht wrarante “dad to the d'terent 
a | . * . ‘ ia ? ‘7 Cc 2 ca 

Preaty of Luneville, of giving 


Cantons by tbe Pir 
i9 Switzerland a cuiteble constitution, and 


d avainst all that other 


they protest before hat 
—e rad ! A ; 
inhabitants of Switzerland are about to do to 
fe , . ‘ . ° oles 
> |Vnat is to say, what 


renounce that ret 
the Helvetic Consulta, which is to assemble 
at Paris, shall decree relative to the future 
constitution of Helvetia. } 

Unameved by this protest, the restored 
sovernment have ordered the cantonal diets 
to nominate deputies who shail repair to Pa- 
ris, “in order to point out the means of re- 
storing union and tranquillity, and conciliating 
all parties.” Some of the chiefs of the popu- 


jar party have been arrested. 
GERMANY. 
The affair of the indemnities is not yet final- 
iv adjusted, but it now appears to be drawing 
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to an amicable conclusion. The second pla 
of indemnities presented by the mediatin, 
powers, Was indeed littie if at all more favour 
able to the Emperor than the preceding . sh 
such modifications are said to have been Sees 
admitted, in order to secure to the Graal 
Duke of Tuscany the indemnities promised 
by the Treaty of Luneville, that it is ey. 
pected the Emperor will no longer oppose the 
definitive arrangement of this intricate ang 
perplexing business. The plan pursued wiz), 
respect to the prince bishops, as well as the 
inferior ecclesiastics, has been to deprive them 
of their territories, and to afford them saly. 
ries for life, proportionate to the losses they 
sustain in consequence. Our king has taker 
possession of the Bishopric of Osnabure!) 
agreeably to the plan of indemnities. ws 


EAST INDIES, 

It is stated in some late accounts, that the 
Emperor of China has shewn very favourable 
dispositions towards the British, and has re. 
mitted some duties which operated as a check 
on commerce. 

A Mahratta free-booter, of the name of 
Mulker Row, had made an attack on some of 
the Company’s troops, stationed in the Guz. 
zerat country, but a strong detachment having 
been sent against him from Bombay, he jude. 
ed it prudent to submit; and he has, in co. 
sequence, been treated with great indulgence, 
a policy which is said to be attended wi 
happy effects. 

The troubles in the Carnatic seem to be a 
an end. Forty seven principal natives con 
cerned in fomenting these disturbances, are 
sail to have been executed pursuant to tie 
sentence of a court marshal, and two others 
to lave received 1000 lashes each. 

An ambassador from the King of Persia his 
arrived at Bombay, in order, it is said, to car- 
ry into effect all the commercial regulations 
between him and the Cempany which hac 
been previously agreed upon. 

FRENCH WEST INDIES. 

The latest accounts received in France from 
St. Domingo, are stated, we know not with 
what truth, to announce the extention of dis- 
ease among the troops and of revolt through 
out the island. The shameful treachery prac: 
tised towards ‘Toussaint and his foilowers 
must necessarily excite the distrust of all the 
negroes, and indispose them to continue faill 
ful to France longer than they are restrained 
by the dread of superior force. The Amer 
can accounts strongly confirm the above re 
port. They state, that the negro force had 
greatly increased in numbers and in confi 
dence, the black general Bellair, who com 
manded at Port au Prince, having joined them. 
and that they had got possession of Fort St 
Louis, and had driven the French troops with- 
in four miles of Cape Francois. The Reports 
however, are very contradictory. One state 
the defeat and capture of Bellair, another the 
capture of Madam Leclerc, by the Blac: 
who offered to exchange her for Toussai''’ 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 


ayionG other points of importance ren- 

ed particularly interesting by the 
vspected meeting of parliament, the 
juestion of peace or war, at all times a 
momentous one, but at present inyoly- 
ing consequences of a very unusual 
magnitude, bas excited, during this 
monto, no small degree of public soli- 
citude. ‘ihe tone a many of the public 
journals has indeed been of a very war- 
jike kind; but we by no means think 
(hat they Speak the general sentiment; 
on ihe Contrary, we bave been happy to 
perceive @ great averseness to renew 
the war with I'rance, merely on the 
cround of Bonaparte’s continental usur- 
pations, to prevail. Of the views and 
intentions of his Mayjesty’s ministers, 
much to their praise, nothing has trans- 
pired from which we are auth orized to 
jorm an opipion ; but we think we are 
ustified by experience, in giving them 
credit for prudence, moderation, and 
forbearance. 

But let us not be misunderstood. We 
do not mean to insinuate, that in no 
supposable case would it be allowable 
for this country to employ the powerful 
interposition of her arms, in restraining 
tue progress of French aggrandize- 


ment, or in maintaining the “safety and 


independence of the other European 
powers. Such an interference might 
even be imperiously required, as the 
most effectual means of providing for 
our own security. It will be readily 
wlowed however, even by the most 
zealous advocate for war, that for Great 
Uritain to renew hostilities in order to 


defend the rights of continental states, 


unless an extensive continental coalition 
were previously formed, whose efforts 
she might, in that case, powertfuily 
second, would be the very height of 
But what hope 


| exists of such a coalition ! 


Allowing, however, for the sake of 


wS3ument, that such a combination of 


‘he great powers of Europe, as would 


de likely to Oppose a successful barrier 


‘0 the ambitious designs of France, 


' were already formed ; and that Austria, 


Russia, and Prussia, for instance, had 
ited for this purpose; we should still 


greatly question, whether even in that 
case, it would be the policy of Great 
Britain to join herself to the confede- 
racy. Circumstances might, no doubt, 
require it; but the requisition ought to 
be clear and uncquivecal. For what 
security shall we obtain for the perma- 
nence of this new coalition’ What 
pledge of their good faith shall the pow- 
ers who coalesce afford us, which they 
have not already violated’ Let us at 
least learn caution from experience, It 
is not likely that there should now, or 
at any future period, exist a greater 
identity of aim, sentiment, and interest, 
among the potentates of Europe, than 
when the alarming fraternizations of 
revolutionary France made every throne 
to tremble ; and the outrages commit- 
ted on the person of Louis had armed 
every generous feeling of the human 
heart in favour of insulted monarchy. 
And yet what a succession of acts of 
base tergiversation, of shameless deceit 
and perfidy on the part of our conunen- 
tal allies, did the progress of the former 
Coalition exhibit, though formed under 
circumstances so favourable, and for 
purposes in the highest degree justi- 
fiable ! 

Scarcely had the accession of Great 
Britain to the confederacy been obtain- 
ed, when Prussia, in despite of the most 
solemn engayements, retired from the 
contest. The Emperor of Russia, after 
a campaign crowned with almost uni- 
form victory, just as he seemed on the 
point of reaping the fruit of meny a hard 
fought battle, capriciously withdrew his 
troops; and in no time giving 
himself up to the guidance of France, 
he became the head of a confed leracy, 
formed for the express purpose of des- 
troying the naval greatness of England. 
If we examine also the conduct of the 
Emperor of Germany, though it was 
not marked by treachery quite so gross 
as that of the other powers, we shall 
find it directed generally to very selfish 
ends, and greatly wanting in that can- 
dour and good faith to which this coun- 
try was entitled, 

But even if we had not to retrace any 
elaring instances of faithlessness on the 
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part of our allies, yet the course of 
events during the last twelve years, 
would have sufliciently proved the com- 
parative inefficiency of large confedera 
cies, composcd as they must be of 
heteroveneous materials, and actuated 
by a — iy of contending interests. It 
would taerefore Jusily be esteemed the 
batch: of folly, if with our recent expe- 
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to facilitate the cultivation of our wasie 
lands, and the improvement of our fisi;. 
eries, in order to furnish both employ. 
ment and sustenance to the poor; to 


promote population, the great sinew of 


our strength, and prevent emily veg 
to take measures si improv ing t 

condition of the cler: 
the country, and nits ing for the spi- 
ritual instruction of the people; to re- 
press and punish that suameiess prefi- 
gucy which pervades, not less the higher 
than tue lowerranks, and which proves 
the fruitful source o% Dai to Cisure 
the attuc of our soldiers aod sai- 
lors, by attending not only to their com- 
to that of their fimuiles; to 


hment 


fort, but 
promote a general system of edu 
for youth which 

their careful 
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liament, and the active vigilance ol our 
executive government. Wetrust they 


attention from both 
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supcrintending 
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blessin ancl Care of 
Providence, the dcliberatior 
sures of our rulers, will be made cot- 
to the mainicenance of tranquil: 
lity, Loth foreign and domestic, the 
iucreuse Of national prosperity. the 
promotion ol the paramount miteresis 
ality and reiis ion, and the ad- 
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On the 16th inst. the Parliament assembled, 

hen the House of Commons proceeded to 
the election of a Speaker. On the motion o! 
Sir Wilham Scott, seconded by Mr. H. Las 


rles Abbot! 
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sain called to the Chair of the House ; 


was « 

yia inat choice received on the following day 
is ‘kajesty’s approbation The succeeding 
week WS empk ved im administering the 
noiai uths tothe Members both Houses. 
Oy ihe Zod mst. his Majes:v came in state to 
the House of Peers, and being seated on the 


those, delivered the following most gracious 


“3%y Lonis, and Ge 
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afier the opportu. 
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* ihe mernal prosperity of the country hes 
realized Our Most sanguine hopes; we have 
bounty of Divine Providence 
wthe produce of a shes dant harvest, 
«The state of the manufactures, commerce, 
[revenue of my united kingdom, is flourish- 
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person 


“ voerament, aliord the strongest indica- 
{ i the just sense that is entertained of 
the numerous blessings enjoyed under the pro- 
tection of our hay py consutution, 
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ba ¢Cpeen actuutedc by asine Sp Sue steer nN for 
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am persuaded, receive from you every possi- 
and you will readily lend 
your assistance In affording lo mercantile 
transactions im every part of my united king- 
dom, all the facility and accommodation that 
may be consistent with the security of the 
public revenue. 

‘Yo uphold the honour of the country, to 
cncourage its industry, to improve its resour- 
ces, anc to mamtain the true principles of 
the constitution in church and state, are the 
great and leading dutics which vou are cailed 
upon to discharge. In the performance of 
them you may be assured of my uniform and 
cordial support; it being my most earnest 
wish to cultivate a perfect harmony and con- 
fidence between me and my parliament, and 
to promote to the utmost the welfare ef my 
faithful subjects, whose interests and happi- 
ness I shall ever consider as inseparable from 

13 


ble encouragement ; 


my own 

The addresses, which were as usual an echo 
to the speech, though they gave occasion to 
animated debates, were carried nem. con, m 
both houses. OF these which are 
chicHy mtere account of then dis- 
closing in some measure the state of political 
parties, and the dispositions of his Majesty’s 
ministers with respect to the grest question 
of peace or war, we shall content ourselves 
with giving a very short outiine, 

As to the state of partic Sh 1 appears to have 
undergone little alteration, since the dissolu- 
tion of the former parhament. Lord Gren- 
ville inthe upper, and Mr. Windham in the 
lower house, stand at the head of the opposi- 
tion to his Majestv’s gover and con- 
tinue to employ the weight of their splendid 
alents m Mage rers to be appre. 


debates, 


sting on 


- 


nment, 


riifving the dang 

hended from ti Pcace concluded with France, 
and in representing our only chance of secu- 
rity from the encroachments of that power, to 
cipating the blow they conceive 
against us; atany rate, 
of whatever places 
have left in our 
hem should risk 
‘Theline which Mr. Can- 
is also antimuniste- 
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chance orci7v7ceumMsi 
band thous 


1 } 
an immediate 


posse ssion 
ances may 
even h keepimeg t 
Wal’. 
nine scems to have taken, 
rial, but his views, as fur as we can judge, are 
more moderate than those of Mr. Windham. 
Mr. Fox, in a long specch, made use of many 
sound and ingenious arcuinents to prove the 
‘to this country + — a pacitic 
line of conduct. The cry for war, he aflirmed, 
and we perfectly agree wale him, is not the 

peopte of England, but that which 
riain number of newspa- 
nd we trust with him, 


ae 1c 
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cry of Hie 
the coalition of a ce 
pe rs ascribes to them; 
that until it is clearly made out that the secu- 
eal to arms 
itw ny be the universal desire of the 
reople o f England to improve the advantages 


rity oF our ci try Makes an app 
necessary, 
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of that peace which they were so eager to ob- 
tain. 
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cellor of the Exchequer and Lord Castle- 
reagh, and here it will strike our readers that 
the line they profess to take, with respect to 
continental politics, diflers, in no great de- 
gree, from what wii! be found on that subject 
in Our preiatory observations, “ 

“The grand principle,” they observed, ‘on 
which peace was made, was, that for us to 
continue the war for continental objects, with- 
out any continental support, would be equally 
idle and absurd. In regard to continental ob- 
jecis our expectations had ceased; it was 
better therefore to take the chance of peace 
than of war. Countries indeed” they admit, 
“have duties as well us individuals: the best 
policy by which both can be actuated is that 
exaltcd benevolence, w?:ich while it seeks the 
happiness of the object exercising it, is ever 
anxious to relieve the oppressed and redress 
the injured; and on this ground, among 
others, we should not give up the continent. 
But yet, we are not bound to become political 
knights errant, and to throw down the gaunt- 
let in cases where our interference must be 
unavailing. With respect to the cruel and 
oppressive partition of Poland, for instance, 
there existed in this country but one opinion, 
yet does any one impute blame to us for not 
having involved ourselves in war in order to 
rescue that ill fated country from the miseries 
to which it was subjected. King William, 
fond as he was of coutinental politics, deemed 
it unwise to interpose without a sufficient co- 
opetation, His Majesty’s ministers are anx- 
sous to preserve unimpaired the relations of 
peace and amity with France; but if they 
were not, does any prospect of active support 
present itself in any part of the continent? 
And even, if they had such a prospect, it 
would not prove the propriety of going to war. 
If a barrier could have been erected against 
the encroachments of France, it ought not to 
have been neglected. Never was any thing 
more unjust than her conduct in the affair of 
the indemuities and in that of Switzerland: 
but would that circumstance in the present 
state of Europe warrant our re-engaging in 
war, which is at all times a dreadful evil? If 
peace can be maintained with honour, it is bet- 
ter it should be maintained. As to Switzerland 
no encouragement was given by our govern- 
ment to the discontented in that country, nor 
has its dignity been compromised by any un- 
availing interference. In short, the object of 
his Majesty’s ministers will be to improve the 
peace that has been made, while they vigilant- 
ly watch the course of events, and are prepar- 
ed for every exigency. Their policy will be 
not to abstract this country from the continent 
altogether and confine it to its insular interest 
alone; not to accelerate its interference 
in continental discussions, upon light and 
trivial grounds: but to consider its interests, 
as they should be viewed by every wise man, 
upon the principles by which they have been 
hitherto promoted, regulated, and established.” 

The longexpected ambassador from France, 
Gen, Andreossi, has atlength arvived in town. 
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Lord Whitworth, our ambassador to France 
has likewise arrived at Paris, ” 

On ihe 17th a convocation, by virtue of the 
king’s writ, was heid at the chapter house jy 
St. Paul’s church-s ard. 

‘The prayers and htany were read in Latin 
by the bishop of Kochester. 

The sermon was preached by the archdeg. 
con of St Alban’s. He took his text in the 
original Greek Janguage, and preached the 
sermon in Latin; it lasted twenty-five qi. 
nutes, but of course not to the edification o{ 
the major part of his numerous congregation, 

After the whole of the service, the arclbj. 
shop of Canterbury gave the blessing in Eng. 
lish. 

The public attention has been much occupi- 
ed by the apprehension of Colonel Despard, 
and a number of others, on a charge of a trea. 
sonable conspiracy. He, together with thirtr. 
two labouring men and scldiers, were seize) 
at a public house at Lambeth on the night of 
the 16th, and the printed form of an oath 
of a very treasonabie description, together 
with a copy of seditious toasts, being found 
upon them, left little room to doubt that the 
object of their meeting was a very criminal 
one. The whole aflair 1s involved at present 
in considerabie obscurity, no very precise iu- 
formation being as yet allorded to the public 
respecting it. The life of the king, it is said, 
was to be attacked on going to the house of 
Lords, although, unless the conspiracy be of 
amore extensive nature than is yet know, 
we do not see what the conspirators could 
have promised themselves from such an at. 
tempt. It seems to be more certain that a 
main object of the conspirators was to seduce 
the guards from their allegiance, and in a few 
instances they appear to have succceded, But 
whatever may have been the real and ultimate 
drift of the conspirators, we have abundant 
cause for gratitude to God, that their purposes 
have for the present been defeated by thie sea- 
sonable vigilance of government. 

The directors of the bank !ave consented 
to postpone the redemption of the omnium 
which was fixed for the 16th of December, on 
condition that the holders of the scrip shall 
make good the last payment of 15 per cent. 
on the 17th of December next; and that they 
shall pay 40 per cent. of the advances made 
by the bank on the 2lst of January ; 50 per 
cent. on the 18th of February; and 50 per 
cent. on the 18th of March. This resolution 
has not had the effect of raising the stocks, 
which have continued, the consols at about 
68, and omnium at a discount of about 10 per 
cent. 

A minute inspection of ail the dock yards, 
and other great depots of naval stores, under 
the eye of the present first lord of the adm 
ralty, has proved, it is said, effectually - 
rective of the old complicated system uncet 
which the nation has been so long and shatwe- 
fully defrauded. 

A murder, accompanied by circumstance 

of peculiar atrocity, was Jate!y committed 
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Hounslow Heath. The unhappy sufferer was 


vs. Stecle, of Catherine-street in the Strand. 
, great degree of vigilance has been exerted 
iy police for the discovery of the perpe- 
rent of this horrid act, but they have hither- 


strong hopes however 
ension. 


ded pursuit. 
enertained of their appreh 


On the 25th of October came on at the Old 
Boley the trial of Richard Codling the captain, 
-)) Reid the supercargo, and Geo. Hasterby 
lia Macfarlane the owners of the brig 


venture, Which we stated to have heen 


lulently sunk in the neighbou wheod of 
shton. Reid was acquitted, but the other 
ec, their criminality bei ‘ing substantiated by 
ost satisfactory evidence, were found 
iy. Fhe judge immediately passed sen- 
f death on Codling, but the case of the 
vas reserved fur the opinion of the 
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sending vou some anecdotes of the rest of 
nv children, who it pleased God to remove 
irom this state of trial, during the vigour of 


their vouth. 
ive years after the death of that son, it 
med good to the wise Disposer of all 
,to de bd e me of one of my daughters, 
e same Cisorder which had prove “d fatal 
yes hscsthaee. 
MN dsuchter A. was 
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fier that the full corn in the ear. Mark 
26, 
iiere it may not be improper to remark, that 
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"hen the Spirit of God makes use of educa- 
ion as the means of producing sound conver- 
sion, we are not always to expect such a sud- 
“1 change of conduct as we see happily to 
take place in some who have lived in the con- 
tern of religion. The seed in- 


Lor neglect 
sued by the care of a parent or guardian, 


fo watered with daily prayers and instruc- 
tions, reoweth up Wwe know not how, but 
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ris, another of those pests of the community 
who are employed in corrupting the public 
morals by the dissemination of books and 
prints of a most horrid tendency, has been 
brought to justice. He has been sentenced 
to two years imprisonment in the Cold Bath- 
fields house of correction, and to stand in the 
pillory once. 
IRELAND, 

We are extremely concerned to perceive 
the continuance of a spirit of insubordination 
and rapine in several parts of this ce 
The most flagitious outrages are said 
frequently committed on the 
perty of the peaceable ad lo val inhabiGants, 
We trust that the siate of our sister Kingdom 
will occupy the serious attention of 
ment, and that effectual measures will be ta- 
ken both for securing its present peace, and 
for ameliorating the moral stat: of its .chabi- 
a foundation ior permanent 


sperity. 


sen oa 
unl Ye 
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persons and Oroe- 
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Pariiae 


tanis, so as to lay 
tranquility and p: 
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when their views and tempers were 
‘niv changed, If such persons, from a 
ciousness of their guilt and imnate de- 
pravity, have fled to Christ for refuge from 
the curse of God’s law; if their hopes of jus- 
tification and salvation are fixed on the merits 

their Redeemer; and if the i ve of God 
and of all mankind is truly shed abroad in 
their hearts; they have reason to rejoice in 
God as their Saviour, and to look forward 
with a confident hope of future glory. 

My daughter A. was in many respects a 
pattern to the younger part ofthe family She 
was diligent, frugal, and industrious, while 
she was at school; and continued to be so 
when she had arrived at adult age. 

‘The temper of her mind, with respect to 
spiritual things at this period of life, will be 
most clearly shewn by a few extracts from the 
papers in her bureau after her death. 
To which I must add, that her conduct was 
conformable to these private thoughts. 

Her watchfulness over her own heart, ap- 
pears from the following observations wiiich 
she had made upon herself. 1 want to feel 
a more universal love to God, that all my ac- 
tions may be governed by that—my thoughts 
and my afiections. I find dispositions rising 
daily which are contrary to this. I seem to 
want to appear religious, and to be thought 
well of; and Leeda one in the family be- 


haves towards mne as if he thought 1 was verv 
te) ° 
1 find great 


lives, 
sudde 


¢ 
4 
CONS t 


found 


loose in my notions of religion, 
risings against him. This ts an unchristian 
temper, {f T had that hemility which the 
Gospel! requires, I should know, that no opi- 
nion of me is too mean. My corrupt nature 
rebels against this; and this will hinder my 
growth in grace, if not subdued  O God, thy 
power alone can work a true change in me, 
and subdue my heart to thee.” 
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neers she writes thus—“ I fear I do many 
times dishonour God, by a very hasty temper. 
If i were truely humble », sh ould i be so son 
hurt, and put out of temper, by any little in- 
civility ? Oh, ! desire it, that whenever IT give 


i may sufier from it, 


way to this disposition, 
i 


and feci how hateful it isin God’s sig! 
ficr watcufulness over the state of her mind 
ars tram the following remark, 
md some friends with me 
peop le; and though 
i CONVE Ts i trast, nothing se 
ent with & ifiimess | i it, vet my heart 
been with God. O dreadful 


- 199 


NCoMpPany,an! 
\ a att ’ 

“ ]T have tuts day 

who are 


vor id! A) 


qguite 
i 


ation h As I ad, 


ibaty 
ebead, I find the following remark, 
© made by berseif, er extracted from 
withar she had beca reading. * Those 
obliged to be 
ungodly, 


mans Who are unavoidably 
cfuimcs 39 the company of tne 
‘never have peace in their own 
H fai ifuily _ such.’ 
> holimess, are shewn 
tncse-—“ | want a prin- 
ail times euid- 


with sincerity, 


y do nor dea 

filer earnest desires af 

such reflections a 
C1} le of s yy roddiness in the soul at 
ne me.” ‘“ftrust ican say 
that it is, and shall be, my endeavour to strive 
against sin.” 

©) find that Lhave been expecti 
to be impelled by the tfiuene 
God’s § spirit, to do his will, without 
myself the pain of st-iving to overcome by 
grace, 

© Instead of resolving to sive up my owt 
than not do my duty to 
that determi- 

O God, give 
my will, 


? 


7’ 
i and de- 


strings 


rrevino 
V! 
7 i ’ 


mn Ease 
and ?p etsure, rather 
Go. AG man; L seem to leave 
nation till the trial should come. 
Me power and streng gth to do all 
however contrary to flesh and bloed ” 

Her watclifiiness over her mind, in praver 
and other retixi ous exercises, appears from the 


her own conduct 


following reflections upon 
*sundsy noon. tt have attended to the 


thoughts did not 


1ne—Imny 
of the 


prayers this morn 
wander much; but it was no worship 


heart. Mv heart did not go along with the 
words. I thougit i never shall overcome this 
deadness When I thought this, | was trust. 


my own streneth; but Christ can be 
every thing. 2] 
see Christ as 


wie LO 
mv etreneth fo overcoine 
God, bv “iy spirit, me to 
my strength. Let not Satan tempt me to give 


enable 


rm 


np all, by leading meto laok for deliverance 
From my own eflorts. They are weakness,” 
° 

&e. 


Iam notcertain at what a age she wrote down 
the following rules for spend ing the day, as 
the memorandum bears no date ; but I appre- 
nave been several years be! fore 
her death. “ Read some portion of § ripture 
before breakfast. If Lhave not dint betore, 
immediately after. Settle household matters. 
Then spend half an hour in reading English 
eranmar. After that, work the remain- 


Lend it must 


der of the morning, leaving time for walking 
and Gressing. 
then read some serious book ; 
historv—work if I have time. 


Alter dianee work a HKttle— 
after tea, read 


state of 


minds, if 


co of 


Retire at half 





[ Nor, 


past seven to my own room, till sup; er—after 
supper, amuse myself as I like best, 

In this short account of her daily em: ploy. 
ments, there is no mention made of vis: ting 
or working for the poor, in both 
was frequently employed. 
love, [ suppose, were included 
heads of walking and working. 

Some forms of prayer were found written jn 


b ] 
Wihich she 


under the 


a smail book, which seemed to have been 
much used. 

She had begun a kind of 
book of the Scriptares, with the vwew of ex. 
tra rctING, and classine under oroper he. 2 

o 5 i . 4 ; 

such Passages as she judged Mast toptieable 
: | 

and suitable to advance tha 


common. ni: Atay) 


to her own ease, 
Christian life. ‘he heads were such as these 
—“ The passages of Scripture wich exeit 
confidence in God.’ 
to those who are destrous | 
those who have chosen jum for 
She had also written out many 
scribing the distinguishing char: 
children of God 
These short 
some idea how 
spent 
When she was twenty-three vears of age, 
ad blood, which 
¢ How: rer, 
t pleased God at that time ‘to restore her 
reaith; but the disease returned in her twen-. 
and brought on a consiumption, 


°—*§ The promises of God 
riove him, and to 
their God. 
passages, (le. 


icters of the 


xtracts will serve fo convey 
the days of her youth were 


she was seized with a spritin 


t her life into some «lane 


brough 


tv-sixth vear, 
which proved fatal to her 
completed that year. 

Soon atter her reé 


attack ae her 


’ 


*' ' ‘ {* , Y . nl 
Soon aiter Silt had 


cavery from the former 
exerciser 


cate 5 naire 
& fic sak 


mind was muen 


Sie ? a } 
same time with atrial of tao deh 


to be minutely related. Sutlice it to say, that 
a considerable struggle took place, in which 
religion triumphed over a temporary atfiection. 


' +? gr cleg 
paecaly Ata lta ties ‘ 

. } — ,* stacl oOnP 

, usta ‘erie f ness of Mina, i 


> afterwards ex. 


Whetrer this strurele 
diminished hei 
whether the trouble which 
perienced was purely 
cannot determine : 
the attack of her Jast illness, 
ed with violent temptations to despair The 
of souls was permitted to assault 


‘ 
‘ i 


os 


1 ey) ; +} 
HOWCVO),*" ‘ Vllic 


great enemy 
her with ideas of the most distressing kind. 
as led to doubt the reality of her forme’ 
She feared she had been a hyp 
and this termfied her to: 
Her sleep was broken, 


She w 
e xperienc e. 
crite before God, 
very high degree 
and the agonies of her 

her body tremble. [ shall never forget the 
state of agitation, during which she enter 
my study one motning early, to communicate 
to me her fears of eternal perdition, and & 
bee my pravers. 

In this furnace of affliction her Sracious “4 
ant, I doubt not, to purify ber souls 
and, indeed, she carne out of it as gold pur 
ed in the fire. As her disease incre: wry the 
irenqueity of her mind was restored ; 2" 
she was at last enabled to rejoice in God hie 
Saviour. 

I shall communicate an account of her b¢ 


mind somet imes mM: 


viour ™m 





rg?) cp ¢ ' 
1 ese labours ot 








SILI 
se! ‘Bs 
eit Soe 


urs of 
cr the 


tten in 
; been 


-Nlara 


eavie 


> the Se 
CXCite 
f God 
anc! ff) 
Gad,” 
Ss, dle. 


of the 


f nara 
Wi) ry 
Wwever 


) On, 
acl 

had 

oy per 


sol; 
Nurh 





ic ia her last illness, by transcribing part 

which [I wrote to one of her uncles 
ceath. She had passed some time 

> between the two attacks of her 
se 3 having received from him the 
t attention, and most 
Lhe entertained a high degree of respect 
ection dor him. 


of a! tre! 


Ses and 
Ge asonable ad- 


‘ Tw 9 
«Dear Brother, 


cD Drsnige Ubae former part of ‘my dear As 
ness. She Was PECK tecdl ta forbear talking 
r ; lest thc spuuinge of bieed stiould be 
; hton again by (he excrtion. When the 
isC Was 30 far ads ANCE a, tliat thre ‘<c ap 
dto be uo hope of her amendment, Dieft 
yTORLOW fret Own ili binratiass anc for hinges, 

ad she conversed as she fou herself able to 
ear the Cy of sneaking Her copversa- 
TON, * rs Wis Pes a to a state of com- 
(wave me ereat sat ve tion, and evidence«! 
41 Le wy impresse a with boty cable etions. 
phe most Prominent feature im her experi- 
was Buomnadity, Sac alu VS seemed deep. 

1 before God. 1 searcely ever con- 

' r her im her last alliess, but she re- 
minded me of the parable of the Pharisce and 
Publican bi sectned as if slice thot herseit! 
unworthy to hift up her eyes to heaven. The 
wer Which best stuted her feelings was, 

( merciful to me a sinner. She asked 
iwdon for any perverseness or impauence 

that she had shewn to me at anv lime hiss 
sition was so Clearly cenuine in her, that 
iz } ‘at comfort trom cur Lora’s de- 
Caration, Jove mean cent down to his house jus- 
iis deep sense of her ow n sinfulness led 
her by faith to t] Saviour Sinners. Her 
mind rejected allother aid of dependence, 
except the merit and intercession of her Re- 
emer. Hfer conselation increased gradual. 


, ’ ’ = . 9 
sv, aS her death pyran hed: vet it Was often 
times interrupted by fears. 
*! ¥ —_ . lia inn : atiortin 
sane manifestea ainsst tenacr aliection to 
her pelatpone ws vrore aohnant rer ine Toy yy 
ner reiauons Who were at It ie! Prue aboy 
' #y" cc ¢ ~~“. H >» fs 90 .« ~ > 
she expressed to me her fear that she loved 
’ . | mond stitteame Sax —e ee ‘ _ 
too well; and when Lassured her, that love 


to US Was not Inconsistent with love to God, 


’ 


i seemed comtortcd wiih the idea. She 
onsidered it as a great privilege to be per- 
to love us. 
ior principal visitor WAS a poor pious wo- 
nan, for whom she had contrac ted a great 
tee , on unremitting atten- 
which this 
toer, Who had been bed-ridden 
bletime. My daughter Jett it 
request, that I would never sufier this poor 
woman to be In want. 
She spok -e with ereat compasure of her ap- 
ras to 
She said 


liitted 


account of the 
yvomen had shewn to another 
a considera- 
dving 


ee I 


as her 


and looked torwa 
humible confidence 

that she had never, during any 
wished to recover. She 


Dron ine departure ; 
caven with 
several times, 
part of ner line ‘SS, 
aid one day, with considerable emphasis, 


I 
leel just now, as if IT would not recover if I 


might’ She often repeated this expression, 
rae ° +? 
Christ. Obsery. No, !! 
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‘God does not wiilingly erieve his child: ren; 
and he hes promised, Z will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee’? She said to her mother and 
sisters, at dilierent times, it was a great Com. 
fort to her to think, that to be abseut fron the 
body was to be present with the Lord M hen 
her desires to depart were the must lively, she 
expressed great submisston to her sufferings, 
aid bereged her sisters to pray for her, th 
her faith might oot fail. 

Som 


distressed with fears of the dOoCmes of death, 


ca _ al : a 
weeks before her departure, she was 


and mentioned what Ler brother had suficre 

during the two last d ‘VS of tizs illness lier 
sisters advised her not to distress berself with 
such apprehensions, as it night please God 
Hever tory heroin that Wav, wioch, thre ugh 
mercy, was the case She replied, © Then 
will dleave it with him, and Go vou ail pray fot 


me, that } may be delivered from the fear of 
’ ' ol 
death From that time 
any annrehencion } Ete, the pai 
any oo 1) eNncnsion oOrdadreacd evant lie js ihs O 
except fora shert time, upon hearing 
' t ‘ / 
ofthe death of a young lady. who had sutier- 
ed ore atly from a cancerous con Meaisit, 
‘ { , 
to talk 
2 of 
her acquaintance. She said it was a comferta- 


‘ : 
meet her Pious 


. ’ . 
She asked her sisters one evening 
about heaven, and departed pious pers 
te. icles n 3 , Bi ais } Uo? } 
bie idea to her, that she should 


? ' 
frends in Mioryv. 


+1 . ' 7 P 
She was aware that many of the distr ssing 
} . a = ’ } } ’ ae. E 
thoughts which had harassed her mind were 
—_— . " l ’ } ¥ } . . 
SULLZeCSUONS oF tHe adevil. (ne day, havi - 
aa } eT: = t . | ' 
mentioned somettyu: Viale ely ( msicered 
aS a suggestion of Satan, her sisters suid to 
Re i : | ‘ } ‘ 
mer. 6 but he i > a] er to Git i'f \ us she 


meee ‘A: oi an . . . , 
replied strongly, * No, I do not believe he 
J 
las. 
, 7 | > ts - ; ene ! 

At another time sie said to hers 
‘Never cavil at the Scriptures, it is a dane 
rerous thine” 
yet sUS Uiill ° 

' . ? 

It | leased God 


from this state of trial than 


ster Ro 
ter iy . 
? 


to give her a more easy dis- 
mission we were 
led to ¢ xpect. 

‘Lie day preceding that o 
looked esrne stly at tie 
in tie mi ring, 

! De happy 


anv thing? she replied, *T want to 

in God Indeed, 1 have great nced of com- 
' hag 

fort from him; pray fer me, that 1 may be pa- 


that she micht once more 
he holy erdinance of the 


She requested 
with us im t 
ssupper, which the Rev. Mr, 
ministered on the following day Sle €X- 
pressed great comfort atter in this 


- » a a . 
and about fou after. 


_ ad- 


join ng 
r hours 
wards quietly fell asleep in Jesus, departing 
without a sigh, or any other expression of 
pain.” SENEX. 


: 
solemn ordinapnee, 


DEATILS. 

On Su 0 mee 14, at Whitburn, in 
the bishopme of Durham, Mrs Hewson, relict 
of the late Davis sina son, Esq of that place, 
Hfow truly the loss of this most exemplary 
Christian is to be deplored by her own family, 
her numerous and lamenting 


nday, 


as well as 


aD 


Pa 
he 
é “ete Xs, 
‘ eat m 
1% | 
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, Micht be estimated bv a consideration November &, at Ely, Mrs. Underw ood, wif 

le man spiritual exccllences of her cha- of the Rev. Mr. Underwood, Preben : 
racter [i every relation of life, her conduct Ely, and daughter of the late Rev Dr Kn ~ 
exiuibited, as far as human insufficiency could) Prebendary ci that Cathedral 
adit, the brightes! pattern, and cxer 1e Noveniber 9, after a fen Gays ness, 
the purest principles christianity As 10 cev. John Warter, M. A Fell 
the hour of health, SO In he 1 ie 1} (s mh, —s Cambiidge, aig 
resembling the amform ten iit: 

by her patient 
Provide nce F hich stimmmaon 

to an cternal rest, the eflicacy of tha 
which actuated her practi ein! 
spired her dying hopes. On the almighty an Shiffial, 


all-sufeent Red: :e who ad bee e@e year 
uniform source of | ; 
she firmly and 
courazing’ supp 
the agonizing 


death 


son, Vicar of 
October 12, the Rx 
Rector of Attic boreug 
October 25, the Re e 
tor of Hartsborn, in Derbyshire. a: 
f the History and Antiquities of the C 


Ts, 
, Dean of W rcester, 
iber 4, at Wickstead Fi 
Kihelston, wite of th: 
‘Iston, Rector of Wo secon 
November 35, aged 67, the Rev. Dr. Bur Nir. Richard Dafd 
rough, Senior Fellow of Magdalen College At Eddi: 
Oxford. Minister « 
sately at Hadleigh, Suffolk, in] her 92d 1 
Mrs. Baines, relict of John Baines, Esq. 








‘\ ~wTTy ¥ rnc 


4 
aur Vy cRS 


We are much obliced to k Vv, for noticing an err 
where the miracle performed on Futyclus, iss: 
iistcad of Troa to which place i 
Acts xx.6. Th ne Correspondent ex] 
said to have been if) ebende.é at Athens. Yedo net pretend dccide the but 
expression 
Sommunic AtION 


O.and Juvienrs, wills e SERIO! Yartrern wil a eC ended to. 
4) i | nil .— ‘ ie . ‘ ° } ', 
ane tendency of The roe FO fTI.Us ery wood, but tae execttion coes not te 
. cr’ A Sonnet 
fe ] 2 ¢ 
pa Uorrest ndent we beg 
t either rc ces or moral. 


INSESTENCY: W. M.; 


+ 


Bese 


We regret with Coraron, thatan answer to the Queries on Justification has been so long 


lar-p, } YE 4 “hn: , B¥ce eral — Say ' ae : .¢ ‘enn o — 
faved, of \ - ead i Pies ‘ vi; } +. { be £42 » ~ ie Wise ted one in this N 


” 
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We ave re ceived from no fewer than three friends, a Strong’ expostuilation respecting the na- 


‘ at P 
if \ ; s c . 7 = , = | : ‘ 

- . T) 3°94 i » « "art page > - ¢ ‘ ° . ‘ *t yy s . 
K ture oF mnanyoor tne advertisements on our blae cover, and atourth Corresponcent tells us 
Se0h0\\ le j =e . . i 

S ’ e Fas ! , \« + Pre . } } = Re ‘ , 

, resi) a precetyy proof at OUP VRIethodisticag tence cies ve} yoone, howe yes". who 
; nS cal 4 a. > . * ne em : & rt ae shin a 
' 4 ¢ +} 7 \ LHD of i ‘ ni ATLA ment of er a 9s alte ul Pay ait uilOns, WittSl Khow, tat eene acaVePre 
~ \. . i } 
af “y (ei i yer ¢ t" an ’ . } the Publ | ‘a } i’ 
\: = ‘ Heh are aA SOUPCE OF CONSICEPandle Cmowmment, weloy oO the Puoiwshers cel ait- 
a Gy : t : ' } 7 Aen 5 a ; ' ' | 11 Drtte 
d | ; to whem indeed we have prescribed this general rule, that nothing shall be admitted 
ae ae ’ > i > > ') + ¢! PAA : ; . ’ x it ¢ ‘ 7 + ‘ pe’ 
S P2207 ES, AS UN) CPECUON OF The OLS Of Bavert) Gti S Whi testi; fi We beede 
‘ i ° 
— } ' ° f 
. the ad » darth Gcation, we shoukl refer our Correspondents to the cover of THe ANTI- 
Q of 
. Qe - ‘ . ' } Pe 6 . - 
i ex i Witor Senten ly . wy, 54 he will {- ct adeel S 4 ad leat ant ecthise 
| { 1] <} TY * j 4 4 ’ ? A r 27h 
| } ! . : =a . at ty} Id I A 2 SJ BS! t ft st We TA \\ neh & Aa ‘ ,CILCG ur ITH 
a4 i ef. 1 ’ } 
Ise Ms at t GESTPUCTION OF OUP Co) tetigon, oC Sis ( | ‘it rl i 
i> ) 

4! : ; : : " . . . ‘ P , eo } 
the > 1Mi \ query arrived too late for insertion te its proper place, bat es it mav be of some 
uc {jt q . a Be ! i I ) is 

aa 4 ae ‘ re } “% " ‘ j } , . ‘ ¢,7 ‘ } ? ; ; 

cunseqience fo the whiter of if to receive an carly solution of his diicul we insert atom 
| ‘ | { ; . ; . : ? fot ? 
f A. ” ( that pike b] Libat Uf r% Ot Girr Cone | Ch Who may bias Ui if iti:te SUDe 
i 
: },] : -~ *% r if 
, «hil Ke a t 
, ’ ‘i Rey } ' : } ’ ho 
Dorse+ ms siti dh. inted by our cheurel’ for the « YT priests, ticv are exhortec to piv 
4 Ny) i ° 
7 } + ci, rb be } 4 ; ? ‘ ] ‘ 
{ rye d { on Tide iS it ¢ j > a t » 4] Chie hy ( et ar Ss cxNortae 
‘ oo tig o, } : _ ! ! ‘ i -_, P. 
rey Fy t 7 y He Cari i MRCLer, Ma Wilk) LHe Mibisteryal UiicS OL a be li@e 
- i ' } 
7 r Ch c man, CaS aervil Ai sirat 
4 
rege s . ris stated ti fenerar terms, but asthe answer may be thoueht in some 
' } . d ‘ . - — - “ : ’ } ’ ¢ j , . , ler, 

mt t an t i ; Qi ImMstances, it iSTiiut to add, t.iat the person : }3] Ving 

" , re ’ ° .+ —" " = ] ‘ . — ¢ 1; o. . or 

{ t Ton ere Ql: tj,tIs s ct, 33 a youns clerevimal Sabot to he mre sented to a living siftl- 

: fed very ne dist t whens ones vice and immerality prevail. and the interfe 

i. 7 : : ? aS 9 Wiis x s,! 4 at ¥iC¢ and biiitl CPrailtt prevail, Al ci Lil€ invel L-~ 
‘ ') 7 7 . a . $9 
o% .'s wen nN iS requ nts called f T° 
i j 
x ; . ; ; : — 9 y “7 ? 
\\ g Form) 3. 4 ve have deferred our extracts from Nowell’s Catechism till the be- 
' a3 ' 
li Tie ¥4 r, it er TnHat tire eh ' Wis ear ip Cc? fume, 

? : f \s;a aly wae ~ , ee - - , If 2 Ee eens 
late Th \\ oll b Mey Gast cs toa venerable and CH Care ica Trien Mm MGIMnOUPENH, {O] Severagi 
ate 4 " ' :. ~ - ' * ’ 1 - . in 1 4 

Cies bele rs ent tou ; AWaic') We Shhais avall OUrseives in due time. 
} take agvrew Monv words toexnlain | L,, Our reasons ior departing from our original 
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